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Advent 3  -  Joy 

Advent Family Service  

 
 

.Greetings In The Name Of The Risen Lord ! 
Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 

 
Preacher and Officiant:  Rev. Ann Camber 

Lay Reader:  Frances Bennett-Sutton 
Lectors:  Julia MacDougall, Jim Sutton 

Music:  Donna and Ted Hamill; GT Singers & Djembe 
Music in Parish Hall:  Richard Pepper 
Greeters:  John Kirchen, Connie Bryson 

Altar Guild:   Erminie Reid 
 

Third Sunday of Advent - Joy 
A Service of the Word 1 (SW1) 

 
December 14th, 2025                                                 10:00 a.m. 
 

WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 

Land Acknowledgement- Doug Semple 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
and Opening Remarks 

Welcome to all our visitors and newcomers we’re glad  
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you’re here!  We invite you to sign our Visitor’s Book at the  
back of the church, and please join after the service for 
coffee hour. 
 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted.  

Isaiah 61.1 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Liturgies 
 

Today we welcome  
The Pyne Family to light the Third advent candle 

 
Advent 3 - Joy 

First Reader:  In the midst of our waiting and longing 
for God to make the world right again, we cling to the truth 
that God has saved, God is saving, and God will save. So 
today, we join our voices with the prophet Isaiah, who calls 
us to live in the joy of the truth of God’s salvation. 
All:  We choose to believe that the day is coming 
when “the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away”  
               (Isaiah 35:10) 
 
Second Reader: We light this candle of joy as a sign of 
the Truth that sets us free to live in joy as we wait and 
work for the day when all creation will flourish together. 
Light the third candle (pink) of the Advent wreath. 

    Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A 
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Music during lighting of the third Candle: 
 Lord, Hear Our Prayer 
 
Opening Music: The Little Drummer Boy 
 
Please stand if able.  
Presider:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the  
   love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy  
   Spirit be with you all  
All:   And also with you.  
 
Presider:   Let us pray.  
We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us 
together on the Lord’s Day to praise you for your goodness 
and to ask your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in 
the week that is past, and your purpose in the week to 
come; through Christ our Lord.  
People:  Amen.  
 

Collect for Advent 3 - Joy 
All:  God of power and mercy, you call us once again 
to celebrate the coming of your Son.  Remove those things 
which hinder love of you, that when he comes, he may find 
us waiting in awe and wonder for him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
 Amen. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
First Reading is from The Book of Isaiah 
Isaiah 35:  1 – 10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert  



Page 5 of 16 

abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of 
our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap 
like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the 
Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be 
for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Canticle 18                    (Luke 1:   46 – 55) 
Refrain:  My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 
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rejoices in God my Saviour; for he has looked with favour 
on his lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: the 
Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name.  
Refrain:  My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
 
He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the 
proud in their conceit.  
Refrain:  My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has 
lifted up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he 
has sent away empty.  
Refrain:  My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has 
remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made 
to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever.  
Refrain:  My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
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Second Reading is from The Letter of James 
James 5:  7 – 10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the  
Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the  
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 
the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual:         (V 1,3 & 5) 
   CP 145  Good King Wenceslas 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Matthew 11:  2 – 11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, 
he sent word by his disciples and said to him, "Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus 
answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offence at me." As they went away, Jesus 
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began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you 
go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 
in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I 
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before you.' Truly I tell 
you, among those born of women no one has arisen 
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he." 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Homily:  Lego Christmas Video 
      Time for silent reflection 
 
Offertory:  Mary's Boy Child 
 
Please stand 
Here O Israel                       BAS Page 53  
 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
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There is no commandment greater than these.  
 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
Prayers of the People        Lay Reader 
Litany 6, adapted 
Lord Jesus, as we come before You, many of us are 
struggling. In your great Mercy, bring the light of Your love 
and grace into our hearts and minds, guiding us through 
darkness and doubt. 
 
As we linger in Your presence, let us pray, saying, 
“Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the whole People of God, that each one may be a true 
and faithful servant of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those drawing near to the light of faith, that the Lord 
will bring them to true knowledge of himself, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our families and friends, that the Lord will give them 
joy and satisfaction in all that they do, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are lonely, sick, hungry, persecuted, or 
ignored, that the Lord will comfort and sustain them. We 
pray especially for (add the names of any who are on your 
heart), Let us pray to the Lord. 
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Lord, have mercy 
 
Holy One, help us to reflect Your light in our lives, sharing 
hope and joy with others.  May we walk in Your truth, 
shining brightly as beacons of faith.    Amen. 
 
Celebrant:    And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught 
us, we are bold to say,  
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
Doxology:  
Celebrant:   Glory to God  
All:  whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory 
to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
A Blessing:  Rev. Ann Camber 
Be people of joy.  Let joy live in your heart and share the 
joy of Christ with all you meet.  Share joy by seeing the 
good in each other.  Share joy by remembering good times 
and hoping for good times to come.  Share joy by praying 
for our world.  In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, 
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and share joy.  As you go out into the wonder of God’s 
creations, share joy, peace, and hope with those you meet. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn:  We Have A Saviour 
 
Dismissal: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 

Thanks be to God 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
Announcements: 
 
Please Join us for Advent seasonal crafts, singing 
and a pot luck lunch and Chilli will be provided in 
the parish hall immediately after the service.  
 
Please note that there is a 'treasure chest' at the back of the 

church where offerings can be left when leaving the 
church. 

 
Readings for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:  10 - 16                   Psalm 80:  1 – 7, 16 - 18 
Romans 1:  1 - 7                                            Matthew 1:  18 - 25 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:  Alison 
Weir Diocesan Warden of Lay Readers; The Rev. Dr. Gail 
Marie Henderson, Chaplain to Lay Readers; Deanery 
Wardens of Lay Readers (The Rev. Susan Montague Koyle; 
The Rev. Joyce Foster; Janet Borneman; The Rev. Deb 
Everest; Carrie Birtch), 
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Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:  
ACC:  Dr. Andrea Mann, General Secretary, and the 

staff of the General Secretary’s Office  
ELCIC Peace Anthony-Idoko, Director of Finance and 

Administration, and the staff of Finance and 
Administration  

MOR Mr. David Jones, District President, and the 
members of Board of Elders of the  Canadian 
District of the Moravian Church Northern 
Province 

 
Our Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:  Scot and 
Kerri Dawson, Cole and Nathan, Grace Dawson, Roberta 
Derbouka, Christopher and Amanda Edmunds, Mackenzie 
and Maija Edmunds, Sandy Drindak, Emil and Margot 
Engler, Steven and Abby, Ann Flatt, Larry and Vicky 
Fletcher/Kosny-Fletcher, Elisabeth Gesch, Allan and 
Sharon Gilbert, Joyce Gill, Melanie Gottfred, Shannon and 
Marie MacLeod, Ted and Donna Hamill, Glen and Sally 
Hamilton.  pray for Sheila Douglas who has passed away 
in Toronto and her funeral will be at Gathering Table in 
the spring of 2026) 
 
 

 
 

Prayer Requests 
Prayer is important at Gathering Table: 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

Be glad and rejoice as we wait for Jesus’ birth. 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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Personal prayer is available after each Sunday 
service.  Contact Rev. Ann, Frances Bennett-Sutton 
or the office if you would like to add prayers to the 
Intercessory prayers during the service. 

SUNDAY PRAYER 
Personal prayer is available after each Sunday Service, let 
Rev. Ann or one of the Lay Readers know that you would 
like Intercessory prayer that day, and come to one of the 
front pews after the service ends.  Each Sunday, you can 
add prayer request to the list at the back of the church.  
Look for the blue bowl and the iron cross.  The Lay Reader 
will add those prayers during the prayers of the people.  If 
you wish, you can put a glass pebble into the basket to 
represent a prayer for yourself, or some else or the world.  
 
Reminder about Nut Allergies - This is a reminder to 
make sure all Coffee Hour items you bring or donate are 
“Nut Free Please”.  Our Sunday School has started, and 
we want to keep our children “Safe”. 
 

Calendar of Events 
Dec. 14th  Parish Lunch & Christmas Crafts for all ages. 
Dec. 16th  Advent Book Study 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
Dec. 19th         Food Cupboard Prep 
Dec. 21st   Coffee Hour and Food Cupboard 
Dec. 24th  Christmas Eve Service 7 p.m. 
Dec. 25th  Christmas Day Service 10 a.m. 
Dec. 28th  A Service of Lessons and Carols – 
   Coffee Hour 
Jan. 7th    Sleepy G Farm Shares 
Jan. 9th   Food Prep 
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Jan. 11th   Food Cupboard and Coffee Hour 
Jan. 23rd  Food Prep 
Jan. 25th  Food Cupboard and Coffee Hour 
Hilldale Lutheran Church Pancake Brunch -  
Monday Morning  from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. See Poster. 
 

ALONGSIDE HOPE 
Spread the good news of Alongside Hope with beautiful 
Christmas cards. When you say Merry Christmas with 
an Alongside Hope card, you are supporting it and its 
global partners You can order Christmas cards from the 
website (www.alongsidehope.org).or by contacting Anslim 
Hameed at (416) 822-9083 or toll-free at 1 (877) 936-9199 
ext. 228 or by email at ahameed@alongsidehope.org 
This year’s Alongside Hope World of Gifts guide 
makes gift giving easy. It is available in the October 
Anglican Journal or you can order online at 
www.alongsidehope.org. This year’s World of Gifts 
highlights bright ideas and innovation. Thanks to a 
generous donor, all gifts will be matched up to 
$100,000! Please have a look and consider supporting 
these worthwhile projects this Christmas season. 
Donations can be made online or by calling 1-866-
308-7973  Please see the Christmas newsletter for more 
details about the above items.       Linda Rintamaki (rep) 

 
Christmas Flowers 

If you wish to donate to the Christmas flowers in the  
church, deadline to submit your dedication and  
donation, cash or cheque, is TODAY Sun., Dec. 14th.   
At the back of our church on the shelf, in a red basket,  

http://www.alongsidehope.org/
mailto:ahameed@alongsidehope.org
http://www.alongsidehope.org/
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there is an envelope with the form in-side. Record the  
required information and give it to me (Audrey Love) or  
put the envelope in the Treasure Chest at the back of the  
church.  If it is easier for you to call me then feel free to do  
so. My number is 807-344-4955. Thank you.    

 Audrey Love 
               Christmas Services 

Dec. 24th – 7 p.m. Candlelight H.C. 
Dec. 25th – 10 a.m. H.C. Family 

Dec. 28th – 10 a.m. Lessons & Carols 
Jan. 4th - 10 a.m. Epiphany 

 
 St. Nicholas Dinner  

Well done Deanery of Thunder Bay-North Shore!  
$19,086.13 was raised for the Anne Germond Legacy  
Fund at the St. Nicholas Dinner held on December 5,  
It was a wonderful evening of fellowship and an  
opportunity to visit with Archbishop Anne. Archbishop  
Anne appreciated talking with so many people. 112 people  
attended the dinner. Thank you to those who donated 35  
silent auction items and those who purchased them. These  
items reflected the talents and thoughtfulness of many  
people. The silent auction raised $3,050.00.  Donations  
brought in $11,447.55. At 5% interest, $19,000 will  
annually generate $950 that will fund the office of the  
Bishop of Algoma. Stable funding will ensure that the  
Diocese of Algoma has a local bishop to lead the people in  
the work of God. Thank you to the Current River  
Community Centre for their support. For more  
information about the Anne Germond Legacy Fund, 

visit www.anneslegacyfund.ca. 
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Gathering Table  

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4  

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca  
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca  

Office: 345-6898                                               Hall: 345-6088  
Office Hours:  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Office Administrator:  Roberta Wolfe  

Treasurer:  Sharon Corston:  Friday from 8 a.m. to noon –   
  

Pastor: Rev. Ann Camber, M.Div.  
Phone: 807-251-7503      Email:  rector@gatheringtable.ca  

Huron Theology Student:  Sandy Drindak 
 

Lay Readers 
Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine,  

Brenda O’Neill, Jim Sutton, Kim Bienvenue, 
Lay Reader in Training: Lisa Long 
Rector’s Warden:  David Reid 

Deputy Rector’s Warden:  Audrey Love 
People’s Warden: Brenda O’Neill 

Deputy People’s Warden:  Murray Butler 
Music Director:  Donna Hamill 

Wifi Guest Password at Gathering Table > GTGuest 
 
 
 

     Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2025 

Isaiah 12: 3 
With joy you will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation. 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
http://gatheringtable.ca/
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:rector@gatheringtable.ca

