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Gathering Table
a Faith Community
in the Anglican Church of Canada

Preacher and Officiant: Rev. Ann Camber
Lay Reader : Frances Bennett -Sutton
Lectors: Jim Sutton, Frances Bennett-Sutton
Music: Richard Pepper
Greeters: John Kirchen, Marilyn Chisholm
Eucharistic Assistants: Erminie and David Reid
Altar Guild: Lisa Long

Christmas Day - Holy Eucharist
December 25, 2024 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE
++++++++++++++

For thousands of years, First Nations people have
walked on this land; their relationship with the
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s
stewardship of this land through the ages.

Land Acknowledgement- Doug Semple

Welcome Opening Remarks
Welcome to all our visitors and newcomers we’re glad
you’re here! We invite you to sign our Visitor’s Book at the
back of the church, and please join after the service for
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coffee hour.

I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to
all the people; for to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ
the Lord Luke 2. 10-11

Opening Hymn: CP 118 (v. 1,2,3,5)
O Come All Ye Faithful
Gathering of the Community BAS Page 185

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Collect of Christmas Day

Let us pray

God whose Word became flesh, breathe a new song of joy
and praise into the world, so that we may bear the good
news of your salvation and proclaim your promise of peace
to the ends of the earth; through Christ the Word. Amen.
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Children’s Time with Rev. Ann Camber
Setting up the Christmas Creche

The Proclamation of the Word

The First Reading is from Isaiah
A Reading from The Book of Isaiah
Isaiah 62: 7— 12
7and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem

and makes it renowned throughout the earth.
8 The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty
arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your
enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which
you have laboured;
9but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord,
and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts.
10 Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for
the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of
stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.
11 The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth:
Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, your salvation comes; his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.’
12 They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of
the Lord’; and you shall be called, ‘Sought Out,

A City Not Forsaken.’

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm: 97 The Glory of God’s Reign
1'The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!
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2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of his
throne.

3 Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on
every side.

4 His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and

trembles.

5The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
before the Lord of all the earth.

6The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
and all the peoples behold his glory.

7 All worshippers of images are put to shame, those who
make their boast in worthless idols; all gods bow down
before him.

8Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgements, O God.

9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

10The Lord loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives
of his faithful; he rescues them from the hand of the
wicked.

1 Light dawns for the righteous,
and joy for the upright in heart.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy name!
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The Second Readings is from The Book of Titus
Titus 3: 4 —7

4 But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our
Saviour appeared,

5he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness
that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour,

7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gradual: CP 138 Hark the Herald Angels Sing

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

Luke 2: 1 — 20

The Birth of Jesus

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus
that all the world should be registered.

2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.

3 All went to their own towns to be registered.

4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
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Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he
was descended from the house and family of David.

5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child.

6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver
her child.

7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night.

9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified.

10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:

1o you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who
is the Messiah, the Lord.

12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped
in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
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14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to
Bethlehem

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.’

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger.

17When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child;

18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them.

19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them
in her heart.

20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Homily : Rev Ann Camber
A Time of Silent Reflection

The Apostles’ Creed — BAS Page 189
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. ¥Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings

Prayers of the People — Litany 13 BAS Page 120
13 Incarnation
(In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the
universe, saying, “Lord, grant us peace.”)

Lord, grant us peace.
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the
angel, hear us, O Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O
Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds
and magi, hear us, O Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
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By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and
Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear
us, O Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O
Lord.

Lord, grant us peace.

The Confession and Absolution — BAS Page 191

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite
in mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites us to his table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant: = Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Peace

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you

Offertory Carol: CP 123 Once in Royal David's City

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: God of peace, your Son Jesus Christ has
reconciled us to you. May all we offer you today renew us
as members of your household. We ask this in his name.
All: Amen

Receiving Holy Communion

This is the table of Christ made ready for those who love
him and for those who want to love him more. So come,
whether you have much faith or little, have tried to follow
or afraid you have failed. Come because it is Christ’s will
that those who want to meet him, might meet him here.

Our tradition says that to receive any part of the Eucharist
is to receive the full grace of the Sacrament.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Eucharistic Prayer # 2— BAS Page 196
Presider: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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All: Itis right to give our thanks and praise
For Christmas BAS page 219
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and
earth; we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation was made
perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother;
in him we have seen a new and radiant vision of your
glory. Therefore with all the angels of heaven, we lift our
voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the
glory of your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are
full of Your glory

Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest

Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the Lord

Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest Patrick Schlabs

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God, accept our praise,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; who on the
night he was handed over to suffering and death, took
bread and gave you thanks, saying, “Take, and eat: this is
my body which is broken for you.” In the same way he
took the cup, saying, “This is my blood which is shed for
you. When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”

Page 12 of 18



Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we
offer you this bread and this cup, giving thanks that you
have made us worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you.

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit upon the offering of
your holy Church. Gather into one all who share in these
sacred mysteries, filling them with the Holy Spirit and
confirming their faith in the truth, that together we may
praise you and give you glory through your Servant, Jesus
Christ.

All glory and honour are yours, Father and Son, with the
Holy Spirit in the holy Church, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer BAS page 211

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread #6 BAS Page 213
Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the
light of the world
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All: God in the midst of us,
Light in the midst of us
Bring us to light and life.

Agnus Del

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
grant - us peace

Communion Hymns:
CP 119 Silent Night
CP 120 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant: Father of all, the child born for us is the
Saviour of the world. May he who made us your children
welcome us into your kingdom, where he is alive and
reigns with you now and for ever. All: Amen.

Doxology BAS Page 214

Celebrant:  Glory to God,
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God
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from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing:  Rev. Ann Camber

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience
of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the
shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of
the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.

Closing Music: Feliz Navidad (José Feliciano)

Feliz Navidad. ( 3 x) Prospero ano y felicidad.
(Repeat)

I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas. (3 x)
From the bottom of my heart. (Repeat)

Dismissal: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia ! Alleluia! Alleluia !

Announcements:
Join us next Sunday, Dec. 29t at 10 a.m.
for a service of Lessons and Carols

Please note that there is a 'treasure chest' at the back of the
church where offerings can be left when leaving the
church.
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Our 2024
CHRISTMAS FLOWER TRIBUTES
At Gathering Table

Are Given to the Glory of God in loving membry of

Eileen and Frederick Stevens
Given by their daughters Anne and Janet Stevens and
Elizabeth Mickelson.

In loving memory and Thanksgiving
for family members
Kostyniuk, Speer, Coda, Gilhoolie and Raffo families.

In loving memory of our parents
Hazel and Robert Johnson & Helen & John Wolfe
given by Carl and Roberta Wolfe and family

In loving memory of our family and friends
given by Audrey and Neil Love.

In loving memory of Dale Sparkes
given by his wife Sharon.

In memory of and the joys of family at this

Christmas time
given by Marilyn and Al Chisholm
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In thanksgiving for
family, friends and our church family at Gathering Table
given by Linda Rintamaki and Wayne Edmunds.

Thank you to Rev. Ann for all you did for us
given by Derek and Denise

In thanksgiving for those who continue to
faithfully share in Christ’s life.
given by Diane Hartley

The flowers on the high altar are given to the
Glory of God and in thanks and loving memory

of the lives George Bettson and Nancy Bettson nee
McLarty, parents of the Reverend Ann Camber. Also
remembering dear friends of Ann’s:
Eva Kakepetum and Alison Arthur.
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Gathering Table
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca
Office: 345-6898 Hall: 345-6088
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Office Administrator: Roberta Wolfe
Treasurer: Sharon Corston: Friday from 8 a.m. to noon —

Pastor: Rev. Ann Camber, M.Div.
Phone: 807-251-7503 Email: rector@gatheringtable.ca
Lay Readers:
Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill,
Jim Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,
Rector’s Warden: David Reid
People’s Warden: Brenda O’Neill
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm
Music Director: Pianist Donna Hamill
Wifi Guest Password at Gathering Table > GTGuest1

Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2024
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
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