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Gathering Table
a Faith Community
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Preacher and Officiant: Rev. Ann Camber
Lay Reader: Jim Sutton
Lectors: Marilyn and Al Chisholm
Music: Donna and Ted Hamill; GT Singers & Djembe
Greeters: Marilyn and Al Chisholm
Eucharistic Assistants: Erminie and David Reid
Altar Guild: Elaine McKinnon

Second Sunday of Advent - Peace
December 8, 2024 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE
++++++++++++++

For thousands of years, First Nations people have
walked on this land; their relationship with the
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s
stewardship of this land through the ages.

Land Acknowledgement- Doug Semple

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Welcome to all our visitors and newcomers we’re glad
you’re here! We invite you to sign our Visitor’s Book at the
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back of the church, and please join after the service for
coffee hour.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
All flesh shall see the salvation of God. Luke 3, 4, 6

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Liturgies

Today we welcome
Ellen Teahan and Jaclynn Marttunen
To light the second candle of Advent — Peace

Advent 2 - Peace

Last Sunday, we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the
hope which comes in Christ.
(Light Candle)

Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of
Peace.

God has a peaceful dream for the world, and we dream it
too. We dream of a peaceful world full of wolves and
leopards and lions eating and sleeping and dancing with
lambs, kids, and calves. We dream of a peaceful world
where nations come together, where war is a memory, and
we eat at one table.

We light this candle in Peace.

Congregation:
On this day, we remember the Lord of All who
brings peace surpassing all understanding.
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Music during lighting of the second Candle:
Lord, Hear Our Prayer

Opening Hymn: CP 100
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

Gathering of the Community BAS Page 185

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

And also with you.

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Children’s Time with Rev. Ann Camber

Collect Of The Day
Celebrant: Almighty God, who sent your servant John
the Baptist to prepare your people to welcome the
Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your
truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, that when the
Christ shall come again to be our judge, we may stand with
confidence before his glory; who is alive and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All: Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word

The First Reading is from The Book of Baruch
Baruchs: 1-9

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O
Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory from
God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from
God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the
Everlasting; for God will show your splendour everywhere
under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name,
Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." Arise, O Jerusalem, stand
upon the height; look toward the east, and see your
children gathered from west and east at the word of the
Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. For
they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies;
but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on
a royal throne. For God has ordered that every high
mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the
valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may
walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every
fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God's command. For
God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with
the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm Canticle 19, BAS (Luke 1:68-79)
Refrain: The dawn from on high shall break
upon us.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his

Page 5 of 24



people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the
house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he
would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who
hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to
remember his holy covenant.

Refrain: The dawn from on high shall break
upon us.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to set
us free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship him
without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of
our life.

Refrain: The dawn from on high shall break
upon us.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most
High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to
give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness
of their sins.

Refrain: The dawn from on high shall break
upon us.

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on

high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in
darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet
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into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.
Amen.

Refrain: The dawn from on high shall break
upon us.

Second Reading is from the Letter of Paul to the
Philippians

Philippians 1: 3 - 11

I thank my God every time I remember you, -constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, -
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now. -I am confident of this, that the one who began
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the
day of Jesus Christ. -It is right for me to think this way
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all
of you share in God's grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the
gospel. -For God is my witness, how I long for all of you
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight -to help you to determine what
is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, -having produced the harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of
God. -

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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Gradual: CP 618 Glorious In Majesty

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Luke 3: 1 -6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, -as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out
in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; -and
all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon: Rev. Ann Camber
A Time of Silent Reflection
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The Apostles’ Creed — BAS Page 189
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the
dead. Ibelieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings
Prayers of the People Lay Reader
12 Advent BAS Page 119

(In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour and
Redeemer,
saying, “Lord Jesus, come soon!”)

Lord Jesus, come soon!
O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you reign
over all things to the ends of the earth: come and teach us
how to live.

Lord Jesus, come soon!
O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to
Moses in the fire of the burning bush and you gave the law
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on Sinai: come with outstretched arm and ransom us.
Lord Jesus, come soon!
O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the nations,
all kings will keep silence before you and all peoples will
summon you to their aid: come, O Key of David and
sceptre of the house of Israel, you open and none can shut;
you shut and none can open: come and free the captives
from prison.
Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal and bright
Sun of righteousness: come and enlighten all who dwell in
darkness and in the shadow of death.

Lord Jesus, come soon!

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires:
Cornerstone, you make opposing nations one: come and
save the creature you fashioned from clay.

Lord Jesus, come soon!

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come
and save us, Lord our God.
Lord Jesus, come soon!

The Confession and Absolution — BAS Page 191
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite

in mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites us to his table.
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God,
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we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver
you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

The Peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you

Offertory:  Song Of Zechariah
(Also known as "Blessed Be The God Of Israel")

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant: God our strength, we are nothing without
you. Receive all we offer you this day as you sustain us
with your mercy; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen

Receiving Holy Communion

This is the table of Christ made ready for those who love
him and for those who want to love him more. So come,
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whether you have much faith or little, have tried to follow
or afraid you have failed. Come because it is Christ’s will
that those who want to meet him, might meet him here.

Our tradition says that to receive any part of the Eucharist
is to receive the full grace of the Sacrament.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Eucharistic Prayer # 4— BAS Page 201

Presider: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give our thanks and praise

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the
vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island
home; by your will they were created and have their being.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant:  From the primal elements you brought forth
the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and
skill; you made us the stewards of creation.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: But we turn against you, and betray your trust;
and we turn against one another. Again and again you call
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us to return. Through the prophets and sages you reveal
your righteous law. In the fullness of time you sent your
Son, born of a woman, to be our Saviour. He was wounded
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities. By
his death he opened to us the way of freedom and peace.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might
Heaven and earth are
full of Your glory

Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest

Blessed ts He who comes
in the name of the Lord

Hosanna in the highest
Hosanna in the highest Patrick Schlabs

Celebrant: Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us
Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he was handed over

to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, gave it to his friends, and said, “Take this, and
eat it: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he
gave you thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
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it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant:  Gracious God, we recall the death of your
Son Jesus Christ, we proclaim his resurrection and
ascension, and we look with expectation for his coming

as Lord of all the nations. We who have been redeemed by
him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now
bring you these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and
upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat and
drink at this holy table may share the divine life of Christ
our Lord.

People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant:  Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth
and make it your new creation. Gather your Church
together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all your
people, of every language, race, and nation, may share the
banquet you have promised;

through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all honour and
glory are yours, creator of all.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer BAS page 211

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
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earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread #5 BAS Page 212

Celebrant: God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us
in your kingdom.

All: Happy are those who are called to the
supper of the Lamb.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Communion:

Agnus Deil

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away
the sins of the world
grant - us peace
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Communion Hymns:

CP 588 Come Now, O Prince Of Peace
Come Lord Jesus, Maranatha
Hope For Everyone

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant: Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with
this heavenly banquet. Help us always to hear the
prophet's call to turn our hearts to you; in the name of
Jesus Christ the Lord. All: Amen.

Doxology BAS Page 214

Celebrant: Glory to God,

All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God
from generation to generation, in the Church and
in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing;: Rev. Ann Camber

A Peaceful Benediction

Be people of peace. Let peace live in your heart and share
the peace of Christ with all you meet. Share peace by
acting out of compassion and not fear. Share peace by
listening to all sides of the story. Share peace by praying
for our world. In this Advent season, we need to see, feel,
and share peace. As you go out into the wonder of God’s
creations, share peace and hope with those you meet.
Amen.

Closing Music: Glory (Let There Be Peace)
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Dismissal: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Announcements:

Readings for the Third Sunday of Advent
Zeph 3: 14 - 20 Canticle 3: Isaiah12: 2-6
Philippian 4: 4 -7 Luke 3: 7 — 18

Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for: The
Provincial office and The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, acting
Chief Operating Officer, and his wife, Summer.

Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :

Please Pray for:

ACC: The Acting Primate Archbishop Anne Germond
and the staff of the Primate’s Office of the
Anglican Church of Canada

ELCIC National Bishop Susan Johnson and the national
staff of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada

MOR The Rev. David E. Bennett, President of the
Provincial Elders’ Conference of the Northern
Province of the Moravian Church in America

Our Parish Cycle of Prayer

Please pray for our own church members: Collette
Makinen, David Marler Jean McAlpine-Marler,

Ian and Virginia McEwen, and Rory and Toby, Gloria
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McKay, Donald and Elaine McKinnon, Joanne McMahon,
Arlene Meservier, Carl and Elizabeth Mickelson, Adrienne
Morris, Tom and Dora Morris, Charles and Marion Morris,
Rosalie Hardisty Morris, Mark Myers, Scott Naida, Garth
and Brenda O'Neill, Bethany O’Neill, Cindy Papassay,
Marjorie (Midge) Peel, Gail Pell

Please Pray For: Our young people in Junior High
School, High School, College and University who are
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as
with understanding their own identities.

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com

Do you hear the calling? “Prepare the way of the Lord.”

Available at the Office
Church Calendars for 2025 - $7.00 each
« Our Daily Bread for December 2024 - February 2025
« 2024 Offering Envelopes are available — 2025 will be
« available shortly
e 2025 Parishioner parking passes ($10.00) will be
available in January.

Events at Gathering Table
Groups or individuals wishing to use the Parish Hall, or
Kitchen, must fill in the Gathering Table Booking Request
Form that is available by calling the office at 345-6898 or
by emailing the office at (office@gatheringtable.ca). They
have to be approved by the Wardens.
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Dec. 8th

Dec. 12th
Dec. 14th
Dec. 15t

Dec. 15th
Dec. 18th
Dec. 19th
Dec. 19th
Dec. 20t
Dec. 22nd
Dec. 22nd
Dec. 24th
Dec. 24t
Dec. 25th
Dec. 29th

Jan. 8th
Jan. gth
Jan. 1ot
Jan. 11th
Jan. 12th

Calendar of Events
Food Cupboard — Coffee Hour
Book Study 1:30 Parish Hall, 7 p.m. Zoom
Decorating Church 10 a.m. - noon
Children’s service and activities in the hall
Luncheon will be provided — extras welcome
Steve Bell Concert
Sleepy G. Farm (for share members only)
Book Study 1:30 Parish Hall, 7 p.m. Zoom
Blue Christmas Service — St. Stephen’s 7 p.m.
Food Cupboard Prep
Food Cupboard - Coffee Hour
Parish Hall booked for private family event
Office closed Dec. 24th, 25th 26th
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Service 10 a.m.
Christmas Carols and Lessons with guest
organist, Stuart Chisholm
Sleepy G. Farm (for share members only)
Sacred Spaces Book Study begins on Zoom
Food Cupboard Prep
Decorations coming down 10 a.m. — noon
Coffee Hour and Food Cupboard

Camp Gitchigomee (on going fundraiser)

Help Kick Start our Generator Fundraiser
Grab a white sock from one of our Camp Reps and start
saving your change. Every nickel, dime, quarter, loonie or
twonie (cash and cheques) will make us that much closer
to replacing our old one.
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Opportunities to Help at Gathering Table
There are many opportunities to serve God at Gathering
Table. Whether it is in hospitality, children’s ministry, the
food cupboard, greeting, the choir, altar guild, sound and
streaming or reading during the service, or working in
leadership in PAC (Parish Advisory Council) or as a
Eucharistic Assistant or Lay Reader we all have a way to
contribute. Many hands make light work and the
fellowship is priceless and the Lord is glorified in our
work. Yours in Christ’s Service —

David, Sheila, Brenda

Unfortunately Winter is Here!!
David Reid is looking for people to help with the shoveling
of doorways, and walk ways. Please let him or another
warden know if you might be able to help, even just
occasionally

STEVE BELL CONCERT Redwood Park Church
2609 Redwood Ave. — Thunder Bay
Sunday, December 15, 2024 at7 p.m.
Tickets $25.00

1-800-854-3499 or 807-5773463 - X216

Book Study in January 2025

SACRED
SPACES

Sacred Spaces by Margaret Silf. MARGARET S
ARSI

Rev. Ann has ordered 12 copies
@ $20 each. Please let the office,
or Rev. Ann know if you want to
reserve one.
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Alongside Hope (PWRDF)
Due to the Canada Post strike, Alongside Hope
(PWRDF) would like to remind you to please donate
online if possible. You will receive confirmation of your
donation and your tax receipt via email. Visit
pwrdf.org/give-today. You can also call +1 (866) 308-7973
during business hours and make your donation over the
phone. (Please do not leave credit card information in a
voice message.)
The World of Gifts campaign is in full swing and the
online store allows you to order gifts securely, at any time
of day. Visit pwrdf.org/worldofgifts or call +1 (877) 936-
9199 to browse the online guide and get started!
Unfortunately, mail deliveries -- including World of Gift
"In honour" cards and Christmas cards -- will be delayed
until the strike ends. In the meantime, you can download
and print in honour cards from the website.

Join us for Coffee Hour following the Service Today.
Hosts to day are Marilyn and Al Chisholm

Advent Book Study —
The Weary World Rejoices
Thurs. Nov. 28 — Dec. 19 - Parish Hall
1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. With Rev. Ann Camber
Thurs. Nov. 28 — Dec. 19 —
Zoom 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. With Kim Bienvenue
Sign up is required so that the
booklets can be printed and given out. Call the church
office 807-345-6898 or
Email: office@gatheringtable.ca
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Looking For Someone to Make Sugar Cookies
Needed for Dec. 15t Children’s Service
If you would like to make these for us, we will supply all
the ingredients, and the Cookie Cutters.
Please let the office know, or Rev. Ann.

St. Stephen’s Blue Christmas Service
December 19t - 7:30 p.m.

The theme is Light Shines in the Darkness. This Eucharist
is offered to provide care for people who may be feeling
blue at Christmas time. People will be given the
opportunity to light a candle as a prayer for someone or
something that is on their heart. St. Stephen’s is
accessible.

4 o

Christmas Flowers
If you wish to donate to the Christmas flowers in the
church, deadline to submit your dedication and
donation, cash or cheque, is Sun., Dec. 15th. At the back
of our church on the shelf, in a red basket, there is an
envelope with the form in-side. Record the required
information and give it to me (Audrey Love) or put the
envelope in the Treasure Chest at the back of the church.
If it is easier for you to call me then feel free to do so. My
number is 807-344-4955. Thank you. Audrey Love
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MEMO pill containers. Thank you everyone who
has donated these containers over the past months. Please
do not save any more at this time. MEMO is so over
stocked right now. Do not take your containers back to a
pharmacy. They have no room either. Take off the lids for
garbage and put the container in your big blue recycling
bin. Erminie

Food Cupboard
This Christmas they are looking to give some special treats
to our food cupboard members. Sharon is hoping to give
them pancake mix, syrup and jam. See Sharon Sparkes for
more information.

LOOKING FOR HELP TO CLEAN AND DECORATE
The Church, Hall, and Kitchen, Sat., Dec. 14t

Beginning at 9 a.m. till about noon. We will have a break,
and enjoy some fresh hot cinnamon buns Please join us to
get the church ready for Christmas.

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve — 7 p.m. Candlelight Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day — 10 a.m. Family Holy Eucharist
Dec. 29t - Lessons and Carols 10 a.m.
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Gathering Table
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca
Office: 345-6898 Hall: 345-6088
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.
Office Administrator: Roberta Wolfe
Treasurer: Sharon Corston: Friday from 8 a.m. to noon —

Pastor: Rev. Ann Camber, M.Div.
Phone: 807-251-7503 Email: rector@gatheringtable.ca
Lay Readers:
Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill,
Jim Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,
Rector’s Warden: David Reid
People’s Warden: Brenda O’Neill
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm
Music Director: Pianist Donna Hamill
Wifi Guest Password at Gathering Table > GTGuest1

Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2024
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so
that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:7-8
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