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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 
 

 
 
 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving  

Second Sunday in Creation Season 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 12, 2021 

 
Presider & Preacher: 

The Rev’d George Porter, D. Phil. 

10:00 am                                                            BAS 185 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked 
on this land; relationship with the land is at the centre of 
life and spirituality. We are gathered as treaty people on 
the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort 
William First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
 
Music before the Service:  We Gather Together 
 
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 

(Psalm 126.6) 
 

Opening Music:  Table of Plenty  



Page 3 of 24 

The Gathering of the Community BAS pg 185 

Please stand, as you are able, for the Gathering of the 
Community 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
 

Almighty God, 

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ 
our Lord.      Amen. 

Let us continue in prayer together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. Amen 
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Canticle 3     Song of Thanksgiving BAS pg 76 
         Isaiah 12: 2 – 6 
 
Surely, it is God who saves me;   
 I will trust in him and not be afraid.  
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,   
 and he will be my Saviour.  
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing   
 from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say,   
 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name;  
make his deeds known among the peoples;   
 see that they remember that his name is exalted. Sing 
the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,   and 
this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
  for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One 
 of Israel.   Amen. 
 

The Collect for Harvest Thanksgiving  
 

Creator of the fruitful earth, you made us stewards of all 
things. Give us grateful hearts for all your goodness, and 
steadfast wills to use your bounty well, that the whole 
human family, today and in generations to come, may 
with us give thanks for the riches of your creation. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
(Please be seated for the readings.) 
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First Reading is from The Book of 
Isaiah 50:  4 – 9a 
 
50 Thus says the LORD:  Where is your mother’s bill of 
divorce with which I put her away?  Or which of my 
creditors is it to whom I have sold you? 
 
No, because of your sins you were sold, and for your 
transgressions your mother was put away. 
 

2 Why was no one there when I came?  Why did no one 
answer when I called?  Is my hand shortened, that it 
cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver?  By my 
rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the rivers a desert;  their 
fish stink for lack of water, and die of thirst. 
 

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, and make sackcloth 
their covering. 
 
The Servant’s Humiliation and Vindication 
 

4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I 
may know how to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning 
by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those 
who are taught. 
 

5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backward. 
 

6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard;  I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 
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7 The Lord GOD helps me;  therefore I have not been 
disgraced;  therefore I have set my face like flint, and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame; 
 

8 he who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with 
me?  Let us stand up together.  Who are my adversaries?  
Let them confront me. 
 

9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;  who will declare me 
guilty?  All of them will wear out like a garment;  the moth 
will eat them up. 
 

10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of 
his servant, who walks in darkness and has no light, yet 
trusts in the name of the LORD and relies upon his God? 
 

11 But all of you are kindlers of fire, lighters of firebrands. 
Walk in the flame of your fire, and among the brands that 
you have kindled!  This is what you shall have from my 
hand:  you shall lie down in torment. 
 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 19  

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
shows his handiwork. 
 
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts 
knowledge to another. 
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Although they have no words or language, and their voices 
are not heard, 
 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message 
to the ends of the world. 
 
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth 
like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a 
champion to run its course. 
 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and 
runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from 
its burning heat. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
innocent. 
 
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the 
eyes. 
 
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the 
judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much 
fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping 
them there is great reward. 
Who can tell how often he offends? cleanse me from my 
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secret faults. 
 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let 
them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and 
sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
redeemer. 

Second Reading is from  The Letter of James 
James 3:  1 – 12 
 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and 
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. 
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able 
to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put 
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are 
so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they 
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 
pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 
boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by 
a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set 
on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of 
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed 
by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue a 
restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the 
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Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made 
in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought 
not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No 
more can salt water yield fresh. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
A Gradual:   Now Thank We All Our God  

Please stand, as you are able, for the reading of the Gospel. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark 8: 27 – 38  

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon:  George 

A Time of Reflection:  For the Beauty of the Earth 

Please stand as you are able for the Confession, Prayers 
Absolution and the Peace 
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Prayers of the People Litany 1           BAS Pgs 110-111 
 
(In peace let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
For peace from on high and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Anne, our Archbishop and all our bishops, and for all the 

clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Elizabeth our Queen, for the leaders of the nations, and for 

all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Canada as we consider the upcoming federal election; for 

this city of Thunder Bay and surrounding communities , for 

every city and community,and for those who live in them in 

faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For good weather, and for abundant harvests for all to share, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who travel by land, water, or air, for the sick and the 
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suffering (especially ...), for prisoners and captives, and for 

their safety, health, and salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died (especially . . . ), let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 Remembering ( . . . and) all the saints, we commit ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ our God. 

 To you, O Lord. 

 

 Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplications to you, and you 

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 

or three are gathered together you will hear their requests. 

Fulfil now our desires and petitions, as may be best for us, 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the 

age to come eternal life; for you, Father, are good and loving, 

and we glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, in 

thee Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.. 

Confession and Absolution  

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite 
in mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to God’s 
table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Peace  

(During this time, please refrain from moving about and 
observe physical distancing) 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you. 

 
Offertory:       Creation Song 
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Please be seated through he Eucharistic Prayer and 
distribution of Communion. 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 

Holy God, accept all we offer you this day.  May we 
who are reconciled at this table bring wholeness 
to our broken world. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen 
 
The Holy Eucharist   
Eucharistic Prayer 4                             BAS 201-203 
 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
Presider:  Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Presider:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider: It is right to give you thanks and praise, 
O Lord, our God, sustainer of the universe, 
you are worthy of glory and praise. 
 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: 
the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 
and this fragile earth, our island home; 
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by your will they were created and have their being. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
From the primal elements 
you brought forth the human race, 
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; 
you made us the stewards of creation. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
But we turn against you, and betray your trust; 
and we turn against one another. 
Again and again you call us to return. 
Through the prophets and sages 
you reveal your righteous law. 
In the fullness of time you sent your Son, 
born of a woman, to be our Saviour. 
He was wounded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities. 
By his death he opened to us 
the way of freedom and peace. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
Therefore we praise you, 
joining with the heavenly chorus, 
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with those in every generation 
who have looked to you in hope, 
to proclaim with them your glory, 
in their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
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God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 
who on the night he was handed over 
to suffering and death, 
took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread, gave it to his friends, 
and said, “Take this, and eat it: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
In the same way, after supper, 
he took the cup of wine; 
he gave you thanks, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Gracious God, 
we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, 
we proclaim his resurrection and ascension, 
and we look with expectation for his coming 
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as Lord of all the nations. 
We who have been redeemed by him, 
and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring you these gifts. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon this offering of your Church, 
that we who eat and drink at this holy table 
may share the divine life of Christ our Lord. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth 
and make it your new creation. 
Gather your Church together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
where peace and justice are revealed, 
that we, with all your people, 
of every language, race, and nation, 
may share the banquet you have promised; 
through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
creator of all. 
 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer BAS pg 211  

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
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thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Fraction Sentence 3 BAS pg 212 
Creator of all,  
you gave us golden fields of wheat, 
whose many grains we have gathered  
and made into this one bread. 
 
So may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth  
nto your kingdom. 
 

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God. 
Thanks be to God 

Receiving Holy Communion 

This is the table of Christ made ready for those who love 
him and for those who want to love him more.  So come, 
whether you have much faith or little, have tried to follow 
or afraid you have failed.  Come because it is Christ’s will 
that those who want to meet him, might meet him here.  
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Our tradition says that to receive any part of the Eucharist 
is to receive the full grace of the Sacrament.  

During this time we ask that you remain seated or 
standing where you are. The bread only will be 
distributed to you by the Presider or by a designated 
Eucharistic Assistant. 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God you take away 
the sin of the world  
have mercy on us; 

Lamb of God you take away 
the sin of the world  
have mercy on us; 

Lamb of God you take away 
the sin of the world 
grant - us peace. 

The Prayer After Communion 

God of peace, in this eucharist we have been 
reconciled to you and to our neighbours.  May we 
who have been nourished by holy things always 
have the courage to forgive.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   Amen. 

 Doxology        BAS - pg 214 
 
Glory to God,  
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 whose power, working in us,  
can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine.  
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.    Amen. 

The Blessing 

Announcements 
 
Closing Music:   The Lord Has Done Great Things  

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve our risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 
 

Please note that there is a 'treasure chest' at the back of the 
church where offerings can be left when leaving the 
church. 
 
At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated 
until an usher dismisses you. If you are helping with post-
service cleaning or counting, please remain seated until 
ushers indicate it is safe to move about.  
 
 

Readings for the 17th  Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 11:  18 - 20 Psalm 1 
James 3:  13 – 4:3, 7 – 8a Mark 9:  30 - 37 
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Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
Season of Creation  

The Anglican Church of Tanzania 
 

Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC  The Metropolitan Archbishop and the clergy and  
  people of the Ecclesiastical Province of British  
  Columbia and Yukon 
ELCIC  Rev. Kathy Martin, Assistant to the Bishop, and  
  the staff of the British Columbia Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:   
 
All delegates preparing to participate in the 
Diocesan Synod on September 17-18, 2021.  That 
they will embrace the Archbishop’s motto for 
2021: 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.   
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Mary Ellen Gouliquer, Ted and Donna Hamill, Glen and 
Sally Hamilton, Wayne Hargrave, Diane Hartley, Mary 
Louise Hill, Irene Humby, Isaiah and Rosalie Jacob, and 
Raymond Greg, Rose Jardine, Derek and Denise Jetten, 
Hazel Johnson, Daniel and Amelia Joseph, Amanda Kase, 
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John Kirchen, Alex and Sylvia Kostecki, Bob and Carol Lee 
Kostyniuk, Richard and Adrianne Lambert, Kaylee, and 
Colin Laraway,  
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder about Visitations: 
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 
Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 

 A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 
Knowing Jesus is acknowledging your need, believing what he 

did and accepting his amazing gift. 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 

 
Camp Logs are also available for a small donation, to add 
to your collection.  www.campgitchigomee.ca 
 

2022 Canadian Church Calendars 
have arrived in the office.  Just $5.00 each 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
http://www.campgitchigomee.ca/
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PWRDF Vaccine Equity Fund 

When you receive your vaccine, “Pay it forward” and make 
a donation to PWRDF’s Vaccine Equity Fund. Your gift 
will support PWRDF partners in the most vulnerable parts 
of the world as they prepare for vaccination rollout, 
including work already underway to supply PPE, 
thermometers, sanitation and handwashing facilities, and 
accurate public health information.  

Money donated to this fund will be used to support our 
partners as they prepare for vaccine rollout in the coming 
months.  For the past year, PWRDF has provided funds to 
several partners to cope with the effects of COVID-19:  
• keeping a hospital open in Haiti  
• supplying medical equipment at the Kakuma Refugee 
Camp in Kenya  
• providing income opportunities in Bangladesh  
• supporting food relief and crop restoration in Zimbabwe.  
 
You may also donate over the phone by calling Donor 
Relations Officer Mike Ziemerink at 416-822-9083, or 
leave a voicemail toll-free at 1-866-308-7973 and we will 
return your call. Or, send a cheque with  

“Vaccine Equity Fund” in the memo field to 
PWRDF, 80 Hayden St. Toronto, Ontario, M4Y 3G2.  
 
For further information about how you can support the 
Vaccine Equity Fund or other PWRDF initiatives please 
speak to your local PWRDF Representative  
Gathering Table Rep:  Linda Rintamaki 345-1103 and 
in Algoma it is Cathy Pirrie (email pirrie@sympatico.ca ) 
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Gathering Table 
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”     Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

