
  

May 2021 

Dear Sisters and Brothers at Gathering Table: 

In the natural course of 
the seasons, we are morph-
ing into a season of warmer 
weather, blooming flowers 
and the greening of the 
earth. I know people are anx-
ious to get to camps and 
summer activities. 

I had hoped to write to 
you about in-person re-
gathering in time for our an-
niversary as Gathering Table. 
In what has ‘unnaturally’ be-
come an even longer season 
of pandemic realities, how-
ever, it seems unlikely that 
the current situation, and 
protocols that it necessitates, 
will change over the next few 
weeks.  

I realise that this means 
even more time of not gath-
ering in-person. It means 
that the difficult times and 
hardships of this prolonged ‘un-natural season’ 
will face us for an unpredictable while longer.  

Most of us, I think, feel the strain of these 
times in our own ways. As it is frequently ob-
served: ‘We aren’t all in the same boat. We are 
all in the same storm, but our boats are all dif-
ferent.’ Today, I’m thinking especially of three 
groups for whom this is probably particularly 
difficult right now. 

The first group is young people – particular-
ly students (as well as their families and teach-
ers)– for whom the realities of school and rela 

 

 

tive isolation remain stressful. 
Normal end-of-the-year 
school events can appear 
‘abnormal’. The celebrations 
of life-events have been – and 
will continue to be for some 
time – very different, perhaps 
even unrecognisable. Moving 
from grade to grade, and par-
ticularly graduating, under 
these circumstances can even 
feel a bit anticlimactic. 

Summer camps are again ‘on 
hold’ for children and young 
people. I know that many of 
them – and not a few adults! 
– will be disappointed about 
not being able to participate 
as campers or staff.  

As a community of faith, can 
we hold them with special in-
tention in our loving thoughts 
and faithful prayers?   

Can we also hold with special intentions oth-
ers for whom this prolonged time of isolation 
has been extremely difficult: those who live 
alone or in various kinds of care homes? We 
have many people in our midst – and still more 
in our neighbourhoods – who live single lives. 
Still others live in various care facilities, or are 
in hospital. While these people are surrounded 
by caregivers and other residents, visiting by 
family and friends is almost impossible.  

 

Continued on next page 
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From Your Pastor continued 

Finally, I am thinking of a third group: those who mourn the loss of family members or 
friends. I know that Nancy and I have experienced such losses, as have so many others. I had 
hoped that we would be able to gather around the Eucharistic Table to remember them in a time 
of special worship, or as part of our anniversary commemorations. Barring unforeseen, sudden 
changes, this is also unlikely to happen.  

Nevertheless, as we gather even virtually in whatever way we can to mark our parish anniver-
sary, I would still like to include prayers of remembrance and thanksgiving for as many of those 
who have died during the past couple of years. This doesn’t mean only those who were parishion-
ers, but also others we have known and loved – the ‘extended family’ of our parish family.  In ad-
dition to holding these with special intention, would you send a note or an email – or make a call 
– to the church office with the names of those you would like to be included in these special pray-
ers of remembrance and thanksgiving? 

Whether you are near or far – whether we can eventually gather together this summer or not – 
I pray that we each know that we are held in the arms of God’s love and in the loving hearts of sis-
ters and brothers in Christ. 

Godspeed. 

George+  

Message from Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 
 

Love is patient. 
1 Corinthians 13:4 

May 26, 2021 
 

No one could have predicted that nearly two years after Pastor George accepted a new ap-
pointment as the incumbent at Southwick Community Episcopal Church in Southwick, Massa-
chusetts, he would still be in Thunder Bay.   

On behalf of Archbishop Anne, I commend Pastor George and his wife Nancy, the Porter Fam-
ily, the parishioners at Gathering Table and the parishioners at Southwick for your patience, 
faithfulness and resilience.  It is not easy to be in that cloud of unknowing and to trust in the 
Lord.   

Archbishop Anne understands and respects how difficult this long delayed process is for eve-
ryone.  She has amended Pastor George’s contract and he will be remaining with you as your in-
cumbent until he is allowed into the US to live and work.   

In the meantime, Gathering Table’s Concurrence Committee has been meeting and is keeping 
the parish profile updated.  The vacancy will not be listed until Pastor George has a definite date 
for leaving. 

May you continue to do the Lord’s work and to love each other in “truth and action.” (1 John 
3:18).  I thank Pastor George and the wardens (Margaret, Jim, Michelle, and Sheila) for their 
leadership and care of all of you during these challenging days. 

Please contact me anytime with your questions or comments. 

Wishing you the spiritual gifts of hope and trust, 

Archdeacon Deborah 

stpauls.rector@shaw.ca  807-624-7161 (Cell) 

Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.  
2 Thessalonians 3:13 
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May 26th, 2021 

To the people of God in the  Diocese of Algoma 

Dear friends, 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all. The mighty winds and fire that .came on Pentecost filled the disci-
ples with a renewed vision, fresh strength, and the ability to proclaim the  good news  of Je-
sus, with simplicity and boldness. Let us reaffirm our commitment to being members  of 
Christ's body and, living into its promise, celebrate the global witness of the  church,   and 
contribute to the healing of the   world. 

This Covid update is to keep you abreast of plans for a cautious reopening of in person 
worship which, God willing, can begin on June 20th, 2021, depending upon provincial direc-
tives. A more detailed outline will be distributed by Friday June 4th to enable you to begin 
preparations in your own context. 

But let me offer a word of gratitude for the many ways in which you continue to be the 
church in these extraordinary times. Thank you for your faithfulness in preparing and offer-
ing worship,  bible studies, and  gathering for regular meetings.  Outreach continues  in fresh 
new ways with the hungry being fed and the homeless having strong advocates through your 
voices. Connections of all kinds continue to take place through your   ministry of pastoral  
care and  mutual encouragement. Prayer has sustained  us  all. 

A word about stewardship. Even though we are not in our buildings there continue to 
be ministry costs - please continue to make your regular offerings for the work of the 
church. There is no doubt that the pandemic has shown we are an 'essential service'. 

Thanks to the responsiveness of Ontarians in the latest 'Stay at Home' order, we are at 
last seeing encouraging signs that the Third Wave of the Covid -19 pandemic is turning a 
corner. The number of daily cases in Ontario has decreased from a high of 4,447 on April 
18th to a lower count of 1,039 on May 24th. 

More good news came with the announcement, over the weekend, by the Federal Govern-
ment that half of all Canadians have received at least one dose of the  vaccination.  8 million 
doses have already been administered  to Ontarians and the  province continues  to expand 
booking eligibility and access to the vaccines in mass clinics, pharmacies, hospitals, and  in 
mobile pop-up  locations. 

Late last week, using an abundance of caution and making no firm promises, the Provincial 
Government announced its strategy for the slow reopening of our province in three stages, with 
each stage lasting for at least 21 days. Movement to the next stage will depend upon vaccination 
rates and positive trends in covid cases. 

Continued on next page 
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Message from Archbishop Anne continued 

 

The provincial outline is as follows: 

In Step 1 there will be a focus on resuming outdoor activities where the risk of trans-
mission is lower, with gatherings of up to 10 people. 

The forecast date for Step 1 is June 14th, 2021. 

In Step2 there will be a further expansion of outdoor gatherings and the resumption of 
indoor religious services at 15% capacity. Outdoor capacity in Step 2 will be   25. 

The forecast date for Step 2 is July 5th, 2021. 

In Step 3 greater access will be given to indoor settings, with restrictions. 

The forecast date for Step 3 is July 26th, 2021. 

I know that many of you are wondering what the plan is in the Diocese of Algoma for 
reopening our church buildings or grounds for 'in person' worship this summer. 

The new provincial guidelines have given us a framework within which to prepare revi-
sions to the Guidelines set out by the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario late last summer. 

We are currently working on updating protocols for gathering indoors and outdoors 
which will be ready for distribution by Friday June 4th. 

In anticipation of Steps 1 and 2 outlined above, the revised protocols to the RED STAGE 
will include the celebration of Holy Eucharist for small groups, as well as the distribution 
of Reserved Sacrament for those able to drive to the church following a 'live stream', or 
small in person Eucharist service. For those unable to drive to the church to receive com-
munion, provision will be made to bring Reserved Sacrament to peoples' homes. 

If any of these new protocols will not work in your setting, please continue with whatever 
practice has been working for you. I encourage every congregation to offer a Morning Prayer or 
Liturgy of the  Word on Sundays. 

Based on what we learned from provincial officials last week, the earliest date for 
the revised Algoma protocols we are suggesting to start will be Sunday June 20th. I 
have invited the Rev. Michael Garner, Advisor to the Ontario House of Bishops, to the 
House's June meeting to make a presentation on the current status of Covid, and a 
forecast for the fall. Several leaders in Algoma will be present to hear Rev. Michael 
speak. 

Be assured that we are doing everything to bring us together again as communities 
of faith following what has been a challenging and sad time for many. We can never go 
back to 'normal', but we can and must look to the future with hope. God is faithful and 
is always with us through the precious indwelling of the Holy Spirit. May God's peace 
be with you, and in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Most Rev. Anne Germond Archbishop of Algoma 
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Spring Up to Clean Up – Gathering Table thunder Bay 

 

On Saturday May 8, 10 AM to noon, 16 hearty helpers from Gathering Table heaped a trailer 
full of trash and recycling from Field Street in Thunder Bay.  We took part in the Spring Up to 
Clean Up program delivered by Eco Superior and funded the City.  

Among the usual coffee and beverage containers, some interesting finds included a chair, 
clothing, floor tiles, some needles (sadly) and the best of all – a $50 bill!  

It was great to see everyone, and work together, even if we had to stay 2 metres apart from 
those outside our “bubble”.  It was also great to know we were helping to make a little part of our 
Thunder Bay a bit greener.  A big thanks to everyone! 

 
 

 

 

A $50.00 bill 
was found and 
put into the 
church coffers. 
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Stipend Endowment Fund: Getting Started 

Members at Gathering Table’s Vestry established a Stipend Endowment Fund in recognition of 
a need to enable stable financial support of a full-time incumbent into the future. Properly en-
dowed the Fund ought to move Gathering Table from “just getting by” and from “survival mentali-
ty” to a secure, liberated, outward missional focused vitality. This purpose and end can only be 
achieved if members know of the Fund and support it which will allow the parish to use the Fund. 
Good stewardship of the Endowment Fund is twofold. It involves parishioner’s reflective generosi-
ty with the gifts received in life and it requires the church to manage the funds with respect and 
integrity. The Stipend Endowment Fund is a partnership between church members and the 
church itself.  

Gathering Table, in committing to the Stipend Endowment, bound itself to upholding the con-
ditions of the Fund and to directing its production to a designated purpose: financing the clergy 
stipend. Parishioners can support the Fund in several ways to make it a significant contributor to 
church operation. Charitable donations have tax benefits for the donor and estate donations can 
reduce final tax assessment. Parishioners can direct funding through periodic/annual or Electron-
ic Offering givings. Estate planning can direct bequests of cash, possessions, insurance policies or 
stock shares to the Endowment. Supporting the Stipend Endowment Fund directs valued gifts to 
the development of future security of Gathering Table to employ a full-time incumbent. A full-
time incumbent is one of the marks of a vital parish, others being missional activity and fellow-
ship.   

To firmly establish the Stipend Endowment Fund an amount that expresses parishioner desire 
to secure the future of Gathering Table ministry is needed. Vestry committed $1000 to seed the 
Fund and a donation of $1000 has been received. Working together, the church members, En-
dowment administrators and the parish leadership can establish a more secure future for Gather-
ing Table. A parish membership challenge is to sufficiently endow the Fund.  

Submitted by: Dale Sparkes     
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Reminder about  

Visitations: 

Pastoral care visits will be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or 
the Rectory if such a situation arises.  Tele-
phone prayer ministry will be ongoing. 

Offering Options 

At this time when Sunday worship services 
have been suspended, we are providing a num-
ber of ways that you can continue to financially 
support our mission and ministries at Gather-
ing Table.  Of course, these methods are unnec-
essary for parishioners currently using the 
Electronic Offering Program (EOP).  But if you 
wish to begin the EOP or modify your existing 
EOP, please contact the Diocesan office at:   
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/about-the-
diocese-of-agloma/electronic-offering-
programme/. 

1. Drop it off at the church office at 228 Pearl 
St.  Office hours are Tuesday to Thursday 
10 – 2 and Friday 8 – 12 noon. Just buzz 
the door, identify yourself, and the door will 
be unlocked.  Give it to Roberta or Sharon, 
who will record the offering. 

2. Mail it in to:  Gathering Table, 228 Pearl 
St., Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4.  Please en-
sure to not mail cash. 

3. Send an e-transfer by setting up a profile 
with your own financial institution, indicate 
the recipient is Gathering Table church, 
and use the church email address of of-
fice@gatheringtable.ca Use the security 
question “What is the first name of our Pas-
tor?” (answer: George) In the message box, 
please include your envelope number or 
mailing address, and the Sunday date you 
wish the offering to be applied.  For exam-
ple:  

 

 

 

With appreciation,  

Marg, Marjorie, Sheila, Jim 

Envelope No:   999   for 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

Seeking Volunteers to 

work on the Technology 

Production Team 

If the past year as taught us anything, the Sun-
day broadcasts are an integral part of our services 
and church life. To this end, we are in need of vol-
unteers to make the experience an even better one. 

The Production Team: will consist of a 
Team Lead and 2 teams of 3 to be able to rotate 
weekly or bi-weekly. Ideally you will have three 
main qualities:  teachability, flexibility and re-
sponsibility. Training will be available. 

The roles are: 

Camera and Media using Vmix (2) and 
Projection Media Visuals using Power-
point (2) 

Members of the production team working 
with media serve with the understanding that 
their role is part of a larger responsibility to the 
vision and strategy of the church and its leader-
ship. Working with diligence, patience and skill 
in this unseen yet highly important role en-
sures that all media elements are presented 
with excellence.  

Sound (2) using an Allen & Heath QU 
Chrome Edition Mixer via an iPad 

Members of the production team working 
with sound serve with the understanding that 
their role is part of a larger responsibility to the 
vision and strategy of the church and its leader-
ship. Working with diligence, patience and skill 
in this unseen yet highly important role en-
sures that all elements of live sound are pre-
sented with excellence. This includes live mu-
sic, speaking and pre recorded media. 

If you are interested, please contact Sharon 
Corston at 355-1549 or sjcorston@gmail.com. 

Jim Green sent this picture—of  the side of the 
building  - 1889 edition of Port Arthur Illus-
trated -from the Toronto library.  

mailto:sjcorston@gmail.com
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228 Pearl Street 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4 

Office: 807-345-6898  Hall: 807-345-6088 
Email:  office@gatheringtable.ca  Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 
Facebook: Gathering Table 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and Fri-
days from 8:00 am to noon 

Service Time: Sunday at 10:00 am 
Food Bank Open: 2nd and 4th Sundays starting at 11:30 am 

Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 
Phone: 807-626-9650 
Mobile: 807-355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 807-768-9865 
Email: gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers: Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill and Jim 
Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, Lay Reader in Training:  Richard 
Pepper 

Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -   Organist (vacant) 
 Pianist Donna Hamill 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

