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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 

 
 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

 
Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating : The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 
Preaching:  Mr. Richard Pepper 

 
Ascension Sunday 

 
May 16, 2021                                                               10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
Music Before the Liturgy:  
    How Great Thou Art (Cree) 
     

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, to the close of the age.   

Matthew 28. 19, 20 
 
Opening Music:  Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 
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Introductory Response  
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship Christ, our King and our God. 
 
Come, let us worship Christ among us, our King and our God. 
Holy God, 
holy and mighty, 
holy immortal one, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
Alleluia! The Sun of righteousness has risen: 
 O Come Let us worship. 
 
Canticle 4 – Song of Good News  
         Isaiah 40. 9 - 11 
Go up to a high mountain,  
 O Zion, herald of joy; 
lift up your voice in strength,  
 Jerusalem, herald of joy; 
 
Lift it up, fear not;  
 say to the cities of Judah: 
 ”Behold your God! 
 
Behold, the Lord comes in might,  
 comes to rule with his mighty arm; 
behold, his reward is with him,  
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 his recompense before him. 
 
Like a shepherd will he feed his flock,  
 gathering the lambs in his arms; 
he will hold them to his breast  
 and gently lead those with young.” 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! The Sun of righteousness has risen: 
O come, let us worship. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from The Book of Acts 
Acts 1:  1 – 11 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
did and taught from the beginning 2 until the day when he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While 
staying[a] with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5 for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with[b] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A++1+-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26917a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A++1+-+11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26918b
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6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, 
is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.”  9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 47 

 God’s Rule over the Nations 

  To the leader. Of the Korahites. A Psalm. 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
 shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 
5 God has gone up with a shout, 
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 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the king of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm. 
8 God is king over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted. 
 

The Second Reading is from  
Ephesians 1:  15 - 23 

Paul’s Prayer 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason  

16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you 
in my prayers.  

17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him,  

18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are 
the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  
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19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for 
us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. 

 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 

21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to come. 

22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church,  

23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
This is the Word of The Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

A Gradual:   Psalm 1 
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to   
Luke 24:  44 -53 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
A Sermon:    Richard Pepper 
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A time of silence for reflection:   

   Lord, I Lift Your Name on High    
        
Affirmation of Faith: 
The Apostles’ Creed            page 189 BAS 
 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect for Ascension  

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to 
the throne of heaven that he might rule over all 
things as Lord.  Keep the Church in the unity of 
the Spirit and in the bond of his peace, and bring 
the whole of creation to worship at his feet, who is 
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.      Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 

Let us continue in prayer together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbours, and 
 for all those who are alone. 
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For this community, our country, and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and 
 peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
 oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the 
 friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who 
 seek the truth. 
  
For Anne our Archbishop, and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For our own needs and those of others. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
  
Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings. 
 
We will exalt you, O God our king; 
 And praise your name for ever and ever. 
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We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, that they 
may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
  Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion, forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things done and left undone; and 
so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honour and 
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever.       Amen. 
 
A Blessing  
Now may every living being, young or old, living near or 
far, known to us or unknown, living departed or yet to be 
born – may every living being know the blessing of God’s 
peace. The blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, now and forever more. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
Closing Music:   Go, Make of All Disciples   

 
Dismissal  

Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia 

 

 
Readings for the Day of Pentecost Sunday  

Ezekiel 37:  1  - 14                                Psalm 104:  25 – 35, 37b 
Acts 2:  1 - 21                                John 15:  26 – 27, 16:4b - 15 
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Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
 Thy Kingdom Come  
 The Anglican Church of Korea 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Rt. Rev. Michael Oulton, Bishop, and the 
   clergy and people of the Diocese of Ontario 
ELCIC   Bishop Syd Haugen, the people and rostered  
   ministers of the Saskatchewan Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for: 
Northern Lights Parish, St. Paul and St. John, 
Haileybury, St. James’, Cobalt, The Rev. Kate Scott 
(Deacon Assistant), The Rev. Valerie Paterson (Deacon 
Assistant) 
  
Ascension Day, prayers for Church of the Ascension, 
Sudbury, may be combined with your Sunday worship 
today. 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Sharon Corston, Hellen Corston, Margaret Cousins, Joe 
and Nancy Crane, Ivy and Tim, Suzy Crocker Scott and 
Kerri Dawson, Cole, Nathan and Mary, Sheila Douglas, 
Mary Edwards, Emil and Margot Engler, Steven and Abby, 
Rose Everall, Ann Flatt, Larry and Vicky Fletcher/Kosny-
Fletcher, Elisabeth Gesch, Allan and Sharon Gilbert, Joyce 
Gill, Melanie Gottfred, Shannon and Marie MacLeod,  
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Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

My home is in heaven. 
I am just traveling through this world. 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
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and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
 

Thank you all those that came out and help with 
Spring Up to Clean Up on May 8th, 2021 

 
Those who were picking up the litter on Field St. this 

morning were: 
 

Al & Marilyn Chisholm, Sheila & Doug Chisholm, Margaret 
Cousins,  Lis Gesch, Alex & Sylvia Kostecki, David & Jean 
Marler, Richard Pepper, Pastor George, David & Erminie 

Reid, Jim Sutton, Ellen Teahan. 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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Gathering Table 
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

