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From Your Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers:

As I’'m writing this, I'm faced with the
end of what is sometimes called Ordinary
Time as the Reign of Christ rises up as the
last Sunday of the liturgical year. It rises
suddenly and without warning, which seems
fitting in light of the frequent references to
the sudden and surprising return of the true
ruler of creation, This is the one through
whom, the Gospel says, all things were
made, and this is the one through whom the
prophetic promises say all creation will be
made new.

So far, the story flows, but then there
comes Advent, the beginning of a new litur-
gical cycle. For some, the new year begins
where the previous one left off: with an em-
phasis on the return of the King in glory to
judge the world and set things right. This is
commonly the way that Anglicans/
Episcopalians see this season. The Feast of
Christ the King then appears to be an anom-
aly — a feast out of order, at the wrong time.

Wouldn't it seem then that the Reign of
Christ, not Christmas, would mark the end of
Advent?

In reality, Advent has more distant origins
and came about as Christians began to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus. These origins are a
bit hazy. Advent itself began as a time to fast
in preparation for the Nativity Feast. Its
length varied considerably before becoming
the four Sundays with which we’re familiar.

Whichever way one sees this Advent time,
the reality is that it’s very different from the
confusing and exhausting hustle and bustle
we see in the Christmas preparations, parties
and purchases that swirl around us. Ours is a
time when Christmas burnout hits earlier and
earlier, more severely and almost compul-
sively, so that long before Christmas actually
arrives it is common to hear the wish ex-
pressed, in one way or another, that it was all
over.

continued on page 5
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Wardens Notes — November 2019

Wow, where did summer go? Never mind — where did the year go? It is almost 2020! While
time seems to pass so quickly, upon reflection, there has been a lot going on here.

Our church buildings have required some upgrades and repairs. An on-demand hot water
heater was installed last month, which should reduce our fuel consumption and costs. The boil-
er required some repairs as well, due to a leaky control and a burned-out gasket. We are cur-
rently investigating the cause(s) of poor water pressure at the dishwasher. We again encoun-
tered a backed-up sewer line a few weeks ago, and had to have it cleared with the help of a high
pressure hose. The line will be checked to see if there is a blockage or partial break that requires
repair.

You may have noticed that the pigeons no longer accompany the music team. This is because
new “chicken” wire has been placed over the eaves and ventilation ducts to prevent them from
roosting — and leaving behind their smelly “presents” which were accumulating on the Parish
Hallway roof. These were removed to prevent the blockage of our roof drain. The pigeons don’t
seem to be hanging around the solar panels as well — which have again been adjusted to capture
the most sunlight.

You may also have noticed the new signs on the doors, which show updated office and Food
Cupboard hours. New signs have also been prepared which will be given to the city to place on
nearby poles, and thereby direct people to our church location. New ceiling fans in the nave are
scheduled to be installed as well because the existing ones are noisy. These are important to op-
erate during the winter to circulate the heat.

Also new (and old) will soon be two memory walls at the back of the nave. Groups from each of
the former St. Luke’s and St. John’s are busy going through items and photos to portray the
heart of the founding congregations.

Additional new things are an Interim Security Policy and an Allergy Safety Guideline.
These have been prepared and vetted through the Parish Advisory Council. Copies will be post-
ed on bulletin boards for your information. Please take a few minutes to read them through, and
note any measures you may need to take.

A couple of Reminders: notices for the bulletin need to be provided to Roberta by Wednesday
morning in order to make it into the Sunday bulletin. Also, when considering using the church
facilities for an event, please check with Roberta because our calendar of events is pretty well
booked. This is a good thing!

We would be remiss if we didn’t provide a financial update. The long and short of it is that to
date, our income has not met our expenses. This is not the situation we had been hoping for,
and realize that many are donating sacrificially. These final six weeks of the year are the most
crucial ones in terms of offerings and the budget. Please take this into consideration as you con-
sider your year-end charitable donations.

We continue to wait on a date when we will need to say farewell to George and Nancy. We ask
for your continued prayers for them and for the Concurrence Committee.

Wishing you and your loved ones an expectant, intentional Advent, a holy Christmas and many
blessings in 2020.

Your Servants

Marg, Marjorie, Rose, Jim




Treasurer’s Corner

Thank you very much for your donations
to Gathering Table in 2019. They have been
used to pay for essential things that enable us
to worship together each Sunday, enjoy fel-
lowship, and serve our community. Essential
things include salaries, benefits, utilities, re-
pairs to our buildings, and our Diocesan ap-
portionment. Your donations also support
various missions such as the Food Cupboard
and Camp Gitchigomee.

We are sad to report that our offerings to
date have not met our budget, and we have
had to dip into our savings to pay for the ex-
penses. I'm including a snapshot of what the
monthly income over expenses has looked
over the last ten months. But, we remain
hopeful that this situation will be turned
around by the end of this year, and enable us
— without financial worry- to continue God’s
work in this little corner of His beautiful but
broken world. This work is realized through
the words we speak, our hearts, hands, feet,
and also through our wallets!

Turning this situation around of course,
means asking you to prayerfully review your
donation and making an adjustment accord-

ingly — hopefully a step up ©. We realize that
many are giving financially to the best of their
ability, and are thankful for that faithfulness.

This is also good time to consider using
the convenience of the Electronic Offering
Program (EOP) for your parochial offer-
ings. Your Church benefits by having a pre-
dictable income for the month and you benefit
by having one less thing to worry about when
preparing for church on Sunday mornings. In
addition to your parochial offering, you may
also use EOP to designate offerings to specific
ministries you support. Your offering is de-
ducted from your bank account automatically
around the 15t of the month and then trans-
ferred to the Church. EOP forms are available
at the back of the church, from a Warden, the
Treasurer or the Envelope Secretary.

If there are any questions regarding fi-
nances you would like answered just give me a

call: 355-15409.

Sharon Corston

Month Income Expenses Balance (+/-)
January 12,579.56 20,055.56 -7,476.00
February 9,845.46 15,327.56 -5,482.10
March 14,516.30 18,298.45 -3,782.15
April 10,527.85 12,310.07 -1,782.22
May 14,887.20 15,187.56 -300.36
June 12,868.81 15,106.96 -2,238.15
July 10,265.85 12,729.08 -2,463.23
August 9,084.60 19,233.23 -10,148.63
September 10,820.25 25,006.07 -14,185.82
October 9,698.60 17,877.13 -8,178.53
Averaged 11,509.45 17,113.17 -5,603.72




The Advent/Christmas congregation event

b whous will be a kick off to the season on December 1.
v e It will be soup and sandwiches provided by
Hos Pl tal |Ty the hospitality fund. It will also be birthday

cake Sunday so dessert provided.

The one after that will follow the Easter sea-
son to welcome Spring/ celebrate Mother’s
Day and will be May 3rd. This is also birthday
cake Sunday-details to be sorted out come
Spring.

Carol Kostyniuk

ing, is to place flowers in the sanctuary.
Flower Donation envelopes and forms are in
the red basket at the back of the sanctuary.
Completed forms, in envelopes, may be placed
on the offering plate or given to Rose Jardine.
Members of the Guild will also help by placing
the envelopes in the Sacristy. Deadline for
Christmas Flower dedications is Friday,
Dec 13/19.Thank you for bringing this extra
touch of beauty to our place of worship.

Thursday December 19 from 10 - until
11:30am the members of the Guild will be dec-
orating the church for Christmas. We will
have lots of help with climbing ladders to
hang the garlands. Everyone else will keep
their feet firmly on the ground or a step stool
to put up the rest of the decorations.

Christmas is Coming!

We would be very pleased if more people

Advent will be upon us shortly, and the come and assist with this happy task. Please
Altar Guild begins plans to prepare the most speak to Marg Boone, Erminie Reid or any
beautiful setting to celebrate the birth of Our member of the Altar Guild for more infor-
Saviour. One way to participate in the Prepar-  mation or if you need a ride.

Nearly New Sale

We had another successful nearly new sale in October 2019 and raised $1640.00 that day
and it has risen to around $1800.00 now with other things selling and still some more to come.

A huge Thank you to everyone who came out and helped Thursday night, Friday and Satur-
day - we could not have done it without you.

Our collecting area in the basement is empty and as we are planning another Nearly New
Sale for April 4th, 2020 with setup on April 2nd and 3rd. It would be much appreciated
if you have anything to donate.

No clothing, TV'S, computers or large furniture! Smaller items we can handle.
Call Sheila Douglas at 344 9095 if you need anything picked up.

Thank you,
Sheila Douglas and Anne Strand i
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From Your Pastor continued from page 1

Could it be that despite all the glitter and
sparkling of lights, people once again walk, as
the Prophet said, in great darkness? I wonder
what would happen if, in the very midst of all
the buying and baking and partying, our Sov-
ereign really did return. Would this one be
recognised any more than that baby born in
the obscurity of a barn was recognised?

Or would our expectations of what the re-
turning one will be like cause us to miss the
event? Perhaps it’s too easy, when the Feast of
Christ the King and Advent come around, to
pull out images of imperial triumphalism and
almost militarism. Perhaps it’s too easy to for-
get the words of the Gospel promise that this
same Jesus that ascended will come again — a
King clothed, not in the raiment of this world’s
rulers, but in grace and mercy, crowned with

love, setting things to rights not by conquest
but through reconciliation, dancing in joy and
humility, as the new creation bursts forth.

The way of Advent is the way from dark-
ness to light — from deep darkness to true
light — but this way is seldom, if ever, simple
and straight forward. It is, nevertheless the
way of hope, of peace, of love and of joy, as we
journey with the one who came to ‘tent’
among us, who walks with us ‘at our very el-
bow’ and who will come to welcome us to that
home with many rooms, gathering us together
around the table in a great wedding feast.

It seems to be that God does the most un-
expected things. I wonder in what ways God
will surprise us this year? Even so, come, Lord
Jesus! Maranatha!

George+

Anglican and Lutherar
Group

“Fighting Poverty in Thunder Bay”

@

et ELCIC

The next meeting of the Anglican and Lu-
theran Group will be Thursday, January 16th
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church starting at
1:30 pm. In preparation to prepare a grant
from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada for a local poverty project, Pastor
Mathew Diegel will be leading us in a Bible
Study.

On Friday, February 7th, we will be hold-
ing our Annual Variety Showcase fundraiser.
Tickets will be $10.00. This evening show-
cases talent from in and around the Thunder
Bay area.

Sharon Corston.

Picture of the Craft Group with the candy cane
cards, cases and items they were putting in for the
Mission to Seafarers
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Pictures




4\ PWRDF

‘ . . The Primate’s World Relief

and Development Fund

PWRDF is the Canadian Anglican re-
sponse for emergency relief, refugees, devel-
opment and justice. And it’s making a differ-
ence in the world.

In the recent past PWRDF responded to
the disastrous effects of Hurricane Dorian in
the Bahamas.

This is one of many projects in the world.
Please visit the website to see the various
ways in which PWRDF and its partners are
providing humanitarian aid and develop-
ment.

Donations to PWRDF can be made on
the website, by special church envelope, EOP
(electronic offering program), or by phone 1-
866-308-7973.You can also use mail and
please make cheques payable to PWRDF. The
address is :

The Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund,

The Anglican Church of Canada
80 Hayden Street,

Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2

Christmas is coming.

See the World of Gifts Guide, on the
website or the insert in the Anglican Journal.
For a unique meaningful gift, you can order
seeds for farmers, livestock and contribute to
projects worldwide, etc.

You can order Christmas cards.
Sign up for a daily Advent reflection.

For further information go to
www.pwrdf.org.

Linda Rintamaki (rep)

Port of Thunder Bay

Caring for seafarers
around the waorld

Your contributions are gratefully accepted;
for additional information contact the Seafar-
ers’ Centre (807) 344-8241.

Contacts:  The Revd Canon Ed Swayze
Seafarers' Centre, Suite 450
100 Main Street
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6R9
Telephone: +1 807 344 8241
Mobile: +1 807 626 2571

Local website :
www.missiontoseafarers.ca/thunderbay

Opening times : Mon 13:30-14:30;

Wed 10:00-12:00 and by
appointment.

Donations may be given to your MtS Con-
gregational representative Jonas Riauko
or brought to the Seafarer's Centre (Keefer In-
termodal, 100 Main St.).

Christmas Services

Christmas Eve December 24th
7:00 pm Holy Eucharist with New Song, Or-
gan and Choir

Christmas Day December 25t 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 29 10:00 am
Lessons and Carols

Dates for Groups

Craft Group

Sunday School

Man's Alive Men's Bible Study
Table Talk with Pastor George

End Date Start Date
December 6th January 10th
December 22nd January 12th
December 11th January 8th
December 12th January 9th




December 2019

Sunday 1 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Congregational luncheon

Monday 2 | Concurrence Committee 7:00 pm Parish Hall

Tuesday 3 gizcé?(l; (I){ir()ilr%e 1:30 pm; Advent Bible Study 2:00 pm Parish Hall; Choir prac-
Sleepy G 2:00-6:00 pm Parish Hall; Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and

Wednesday 4 |Lunch 12:10 pm ; Mission to Seafarers Board of Directors meeting 1:30 pm;
Nicholas Day observance.; Man Alive Men’s Bible Study 7:00 pm

Thursday 5 |Table Talk 7:00 pm Parish Hall

Friday 6 |Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm

Saturday 7 | Card Making 10:30 am—3:30 pm with Ellen Teahan Parish Hall

Sunday 8 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard

Monday 9

Tuesday 10 | Choir practice 6:00 pm

Wednesday 11 |Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 6:00 pm Christmas dinner

Thursday 12

Friday 13

Saturday 14

Sunday 15 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School

Monday 16

Tuesday 17 | Choir practice 6:00 pm; Concurrence Committee 7:00 pm Parish Hall

Wednesday 18 ?ﬁf&%}é ICI}) 2:00-6:00 pm Parish Hall; Scouts Canada meeting 7:00 pm

Thursday 19 |Decorate Church

Friday 20

Saturday 21

Sunday 22 |Service 10:00 am; Food Cupboard

Monday 23

Tuesday 24 | Christmas Eve services 7:00 pm

Wednesday 25 | Christmas Day Service 10:00 am

Thursday 26

Friday 27

Saturday 28

Sunday 29 |Lesson and Carols 10:00 am

Monday 30

Tuesday 31 Mission to Seafarers last day of operations for Seafarers' Centre, Seaway

closes December 31
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January 2020

Wednesday 1 |New Year’s Day; 2:00-6:00 pm Sleepy G Parish Hall
Thursday 2

Friday 3

Saturday 4

Sunday 5 |10:00 am Service

Monday 6

Tuesday 7 |1:30 pm Glacier Ridge; 6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday 8 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 9 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 10 [10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 11

Sunday 12 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard
Monday 13 |Grace Place

Tuesday 14 |6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday 15 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall; 7:00 pm Scouts Canada meeting Kitchen
Thursday 16

Friday 17 [10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 18

Sunday 19 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School

Monday 20

Tuesday 21 |6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Camp Gitchigomee meeting Parish Hall
Wednesday 22 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 23 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 24 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 25

Sunday 26 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard
Monday 27

Tuesday 28 |6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Parish Advisory Council Parish Hall
Wednesday 29 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 30 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 31 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall




February 2020

Saturday 1

Sunday 2 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School

Monday 3

Tuesday 4 [1:30 pm Glacier Ridge; 6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday 5 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 6 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 7 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 8

Sunday 9 [10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard

Monday 10 |Grace Place

Tuesday 11 |6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday | 12 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall; 7:00 pm Scouts Canada meeting Kitchen

Thursday 13

Friday 14 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 15

Sunday 16 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School

Monday 17

Tuesday 18 | 6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday | 19 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 20 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 21 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 22

Sunday 23 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard

Monday 24

Tuesday 25 6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Parish Advisory Council Parish Hall tba
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper tha

Wednesday | 26 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 27

Friday 28

Saturday 29
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March 2020

Sunday 1 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School

Monday 2

Tuesday 3 |1:30 pm Glacier Ridge; 6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday 4 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 5 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 6 [10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 7

Sunday 8 [10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard

Monday 9 |Grace Place

Tuesday 10 |6:00 pm Choir practice

Wednesday 11 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall; 7:00 pm Scouts Canada meeting Kitchen
Thursday 12

Friday 13 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 14

Sunday 15 |Service 10:00 am; Sunday School

Monday 16

Tuesday 17 |6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Camp Gitchigomee meeting Parish Hall
Wednesday 18 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 19 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 20 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 21

Sunday 22 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School; 11:30 am Food Cupboard

Monday 23

Tuesday 24 |6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Parish Advisory Council Parish Hall
Wednesday 25 |7:00 pm Man Alive Parish Hall

Thursday 26 |7:00 pm Table Talk Parish Hall

Friday 27 |10:00 am-1:00 pm Craft Group Parish Hall

Saturday 28

Sunday 29 |10:00 am Service; Sunday School

Monday 30

Tuesday 31 [6:00 pm Choir practice; 7:00 pm Parish Advisory Council Parish Hall
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Archbishop Anne’s Motto for 2020

Published: 20 Novernber 2019 Categories: Latest News, Uncategorized

“In the same way, let your light so shine before others that they

may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

(Matthew 5.16)

Phone: 807-345-6898 Hall: 807-345-6088

E-mail: office@gatheringtable.ca Web: gatheringtable.ca
Facebook: Gathering Table

Office: 345-6898

Hall: 345-6088

Service Time:
Food Bank Open:
Pastor:

Phone:

Mobile:
Email:

Honorary Assistant:
Phone:
Lay Readers:

Rector’'s Warden:

Deputy Rector’s Warden:

People’s Warden:

Deputy People’s Warden:

Co - Music Directors:

Sunday at 10:00 am
2nd and 4th Sundays starting at 11:30 am

The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil.
626-9650

355-5454 )
porter.george@gmail.com

The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div.

768-9865

Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,
Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton
Frances Bennett-Sutton

Marg Boone
Marjorie Tutkaluk
Jim Sutton

Rose Jardine

Jamie Philp (Organist) and
Donna Hamill (Pianist)
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