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Special Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, September 15, 2019 
following the 10:00 am worship 

service 

The purpose of this meeting, chaired by 
Archdeacon Deborah Kraft, is to establish a 
Concurrence Committee of 3 to 7 members.  

This elected committee will provide parish 
leadership and representation in the quest 
for an incumbent when Pastor George 
leaves Gathering Table.  

Please consider serving in this important 
step for our parish.  

This is an elected committee so if you are 
able to participate, ensure that there is 
someone to nominate you at the September 
15th meeting. 

Congratulations 

to Dr Michelle 

Proudfoot on 

achieving your 

Parish Nursing 

Accreditation 
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The New Season 

Begins!  

Choristers and those who 
would like to join the choir are 
invited to attend a potluck 
BBQ 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 
September 3rd, at my place, 
2104 Freeman Drive. Please 
bring your hymnals, as we will 

run through the music for the following Sunday. 

My contribution to the BBQ will be venison sausages and 
buns. I ask you all to RSVP so I can gauge the amount of 
food. You can either email me or phone/text me at 807-621-
0944. 

I hope to see you all come, as we continue on our journey 
towards a twenty voice choir. (Hope springs eternal). I plan 
to continue our rehearsals on Tuesdays, at 6:00 pm in an 
effort to accommodate as many members as possible. 

Jamie Philp 

Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

While people usually think about those who are waiting at the other end of a new call – in this 
case a parish in Massachusetts , Those who are affected at this end can be overlooked. There is a 
sense of waiting here, as well. Over time, there will also be a growing sense of anticipation.  

When all this is complicated by the reality of a too long period of waiting, however, it is far too 
easy for discouragement to set in. Everyone initially involved in this call knew that the immigra-
tion process could be something of a ‘wild card’ and, as the original transition date of October 1st 
draws nigh, it still is this ‘wild card’. Just when that ‘wild card’ will eventually be played is unpre-
dictable. 

So, we wait. We tend to see –  our society in general tends to see – waiting as annoyingly in-
convenient and a waste of time. While it has certain elements of inconvenience and can be quite 
annoying, waiting can be a fruitful time. Indeed, rather than a ‘waste of time,’ the biblical writers 
generally use ‘waiting’ in the sense of a fruitful time of ongoing expectation and anticipation – 
waiting to see what ‘new thing’ God has in store. Waiting is a time of hope.  

As we wait for the wheels of government to turn, we all also continue to make preparations 
Please know that you are held daily in prayers, as I hope we are also in yours. As soon as we have a 
green light (though not initially a ‘green card’! ), you will be the first to know. Meanwhile, please 
we will continue in faithful worship and ministries in God’s misison at, and through, Gathering 
Table. 

Godspeed. 

George+  

 

Just a reminder that Sunday 
School will begin the first Sun-
day after Labour Day, Sepember 
11th. 

We look forward to seeing 
you! 

 

Audrey Love  

and  

Ellen Teahan 
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Wardens Notes — August/Sepember 

It is hard to believe that summer is drawing to a close.  We trust and hope that everyone en-
joyed the warm weather, time at camp and other favourite summer activities. 

As the seasons change, so are things at Gathering Table.  Certainly, the biggest change is 
George’s announcement of leaving this parish to be the priest of another parish in Massachusetts.  
This will also enable him and Nancy to be much closer to their children and grandchildren.  Rest 
assured that we will have a great send-off celebration when George’s departure date is known – 
but it will be with mixed feelings for sure.   

Pastor David Knudson has already retired, said farewell, and will soon be moving to Manitoba 
to be near family.  We are missing him already!  David regularly visited parishioners who are una-
ble to attend on Sundays.  To fill this need, we are asking for assistance in setting up a visiting 
group.  Please speak to any one of us. 

The Parish Advisory Council has recommended that we proceed with establishing a Concur-
rence Committee, comprised of three to seven persons. The committee’s job is to work with Arch-
bishop Anne to discern who might be called as a priest to serve with us here at Gathering Table 
after George leaves.  Tasks will include the preparation of a parish profile, consultation with pa-
rishioners, close and regular communication with the Diocese, screening and interviewing poten-
tial candidates, and of course, a “few” meetings and much prayer!   

After our worship on Sunday Sept 15, Archdeacon Deborah Kraft will chair a special Vestry 
meeting for the election of the Concurrence Committee.  If you sense a call to serve on this com-
mittee, please ensure you have someone nominate you at that meeting.  If you are unable to at-
tend the meeting, and would like to let your name stand, please advise your nominator. 

Regarding our physical plant, changes are coming as well.  This time it is the hot water tank, 
which has been leaking.  A new on-demand hot water heater will be installed soon, and will be 
much more efficient.  Our circulation fans in the church are also scheduled to be replaced because 
they are getting noisy.  They are necessary to keep the warm air pushed down during the heating 
season, and provide cooling air movement during the summer.   

Some things have not changed, though.  We are thankful for continued parishioner commit-
ment to this parish, and to the various ministries of many.  This is the work of the body for sure.  
We note in particular another successful year of children’s ministry at Camp Gitchigomee, and 
the ongoing work of the Food cupboard. 

We are quite concerned and compelled to report that financial change is needed, literally.  A 
2019 seven month review of our income and expenses related to salaries and the operation of the 
church and rectory indicate that we are falling short about $3600 per month.  Clearly, this is not 
sustainable.  We would ask you to please prayerfully consider anything you might do to help alle-
viate this.  If you have not already, we particularly invite you to make use of the Electronic Offer-
ing Program (EOP).   

And lastly, for your contemplation, below is a quote from Diana Butler Bass in her book Chris-
tianity for the Rest of Us: 

 “In the New Testament, Jesus asks everyone to change.  With the exception of children, 
Jesus insists that every person he meets do something and change.  The whole message of the 
Christian scripture is based on the idea of metanoia, the change of heart when we meet God face 
to face.  Even a cursory knowledge of history reveals that Christianity is a religion about change.” 

Your Servants 

 Marg, Marjorie, Rose, Jim  
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Harvest Sunday 

A beautiful summer is drawing to a close 
and we look forward to the many delights of 
the fall season including the harvest of crops.  

On Sunday, September 22nd we will cele-
brate Harvest Sunday. 

The Altar Guild needs donations of vegeta-
bles, fruits or flowers in order to  decorate the 
church. Donated items may come from your 
garden or purchased at the store or market. 
They can be dropped off on Friday, September 
20th at the church during office hours or early 
on Saturday morning. 

The Altar Guild members, along with any-
one else who would like to give us a helping 
hand, will be decorating the church on Satur-
day, September 21st beginning at 9:30 am. 

All of the food received will be given to our 
food cupboard clients following the service. 

A Reminder about    
Visitations 

There have been some situations where 

people in hospital or St Joseph’s have been 

missed by the pastoral team simply because we 

have not known they were there.  

Please inform a member of the pastoral 

team if you know of one of our members in 

care.  

This also applies to those who are perhaps 

not specifically in care but are housebound. It 

is best to make these situations known in a 

phone call, written note or email.  

Please do not rely on us remembering re-

quests from a verbal exchange Sunday morning 

or during a meeting.  

 

The Craft 

Group 

 

The craft group will 
start up again on Sep-
tember 13th.  You are 

welcome to join us then.  Our main goal is to 
knit toques and neck warmers for the mission 
to seafarers and some of our local schools.  If 
you don’t knit but would like to learn we can 
help you.  We meet from 10AM to 1 PM and 
enjoy our brown bag lunches with tea at noon.  

If you have left over parts of balls of wool 
you can no longer use please think of our 
group.  See you in the fall. 

Brenda Coopman 

Harvest Congregation   

Luncheon 

September 22 will be our Harvest  congre-
gation lunch following the service.  

The hospitality fund will be providing 
baked ham and buns with a variety of sides 
and desserts being provided by the congrega-
tion.  

A sign up sheet will be posted in the hall 
beginning September 8. Watch for the sign up 
sheet and more details.  

Technology Update 

We are looking for a volunteers to learn 
the powerpoint and camera positions. 

 If you  are interested in either position, 
please contact Sharon Corston at 355-1549 or 
sjcorston@gmail.com. 
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Farewell and Thank You to Pastor David 

On August 11th following 

the morning service, 

Gathering Table said 

Farewell, Thank you and 

Best Wishes to Pastor Da-

vid Knudson. Special 

thanks for his leadership 

and support as we  trav-

elled along our interest-

ing, challenging and ex-

citing journey to become 

the new parish of Gathering 

Table.  

Pastor David was interim priest 

of St. John the Evangelist and it was during this period that 

the Together In Hope project was initiated. We thank David 

for his guidance and his moral support during the many meet-

ing, discussions and decision making times.  

When St. Luke’s and St. John’s decided to become one 

parish and George accepted the responsibility for both groups, 

it was certainly a blessing to have David agree to be an honor-

ary assistant . His commitment to visiting and to taking Eu-

charist to our large “at home” group of parishioners has been 

appreciated and from his comments a role that he enjoyed. 

This group will definitely miss him and he has asked us to re-

member and to keep on with visits.  

We wish David and Joan well in this move to Starbuck 

Manitoba and this wonderful opportunity to be near family and friends. We could say “happy sec-

ond retirement” but maybe we need to wait and see how many Anglican or Lutheran churches and 

how many community musical groups are just waiting for their arrival. 

Mission to Seafarers continued from page 7 

· mittens/gloves;         · toque;  

· socks;           · scarf;  

· neck warmer;         · playing cards,  hand-held games/puzzles;  

· small tool: flashlight, screwdriver;     · tooth brush;  

· tooth paste;          · shaving supplies (other toiletries are not  
               needed);  

· small unbreakable Christmas ornament; or  wrapped candy or gum. 

 Money donations also accepted that will be used to purchase additional items for the gift bags. 

Donations may be given to your MtS Congregational representative Jonas Riauko or 

brought to the Seafarer's Centre (Keefer Intermodal, 100 Main St.) no later than the second last 

Monday in November.   
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Food Cupboard 

Food Cupboard time is a test for some.  

For many guests who attend at Gathering 
Table’s food cupboard to choose the foods they 
need it is a humiliating event. It is not the pre-
ferred way to receive food. But society is struc-
tured in such a way that they have no choice. 
They attend out of necessity. Weak social sup-
ports for many of the most vulnerable in socie-
ty is one driver shaping necessity. While Gath-
ering Table’s guests have little means to influ-
ence social change, the members of Gathering 
Table have within themselves the means to 
reduce the effect of humiliation caused by so-
cial stigma.  

Often humiliation or shame are the prod-
uct of Christian misunderstanding of their 
calling to “love one another”. From a Christian 
point of view, it is a misuse of words to say, “I 
love you/them, but…”. Christian love is with-
out conditions, it is a way of relationships in-
tending not to harm the other socially, eco-
nomically, physically, mentally, or relationally. 
All are human beings created by God, to be 
respected as such and loved. In fact, all of cre-
ation is created by God, and as such ought to 
be respected, loved, and given space to be and 
become.  

The food cupboard at Gathering Table is a 
small operation; nevertheless, it is a place 
where Christians are tested. At worship, prior 
to food cupboard, having heard the Word that 
reflects God, the Peace is a moment of recon-
ciliation with those among us who have been 
loved “but”, or with those who have not been 
loved. Leaving worship, having just fed on 
Christ in Eucharist, our vocation is to love (no 
but) as He does. As the congregation moves to 
coffee hour, through the gathered guests at 
food cupboard, sharing hospitality, the test 
begins. Has the nature of Christ entered, to 
some small degree, and shaped the Christian’s 
nature? Does love similar to His show?    

The test is always a call to practice love. A 
core of Christian stewardship is hospitality ex-
pressed in love of those others. It is how the 
early church gained members; it was the ex-
ample of how one loves those who are other 
that attracted people. The food cupboard at 
Gathering Table serves two practical purposes: 
it provides food for the needy unconditionally; 
it is an opportunity for the congregation to 
love unconditionally.  

Submitted by Dale Sparkes  

Food Cupboard Opportunities 

You can participate in the food cupboard 
ministry at Gathering Table: 

 Help distribute food. This is a once monthly 
commitment that is scheduled. Approxi-
mately eight people are needed each distri-
bution day  

 Be a spare distributor who can be called up-
on to fill in if scheduled people cannot at-
tend. 

 Re-package cereal, sugar, coffee, tea, pow-
dered milk from bulk containers to daily 
bags. This is as needed to maintain distri-
bution supplies. 

 Donate food to collection basket located at 
rear of the church by the entry. 

 Dedicate a portion of your giving’s to sup-
port the cupboard. Money’s are used to 
purchase ‘sale’ items the cupboard needs. 

See Sharon or Dale Sparkes for infor-
mation. 

Annual Food Drive 

The Thunder Bay Regional Food Distribu-
tion Association will be holding its annual food 
drive at some local grocery stores.  

Gathering Table has been invited to provide 
teams. The food drive lasts for three days.  

It would be good to have enough participa-
tion to limit team members to one two-hour 
shift. A shift is usually 3-4 people.  

The dates are October 3 and 4 from 4PM to 
8 PM, and October 5 from 8am to 4pm.  

Contact Sharon or Dale Sparkes if you want 
to join the effort. A successful participation by 
Gathering Table increases Gathering Table’s 
share. No heavy work, only a smile and kind 
words are needed to distribute pamphlets list-
ing most needed goods.  
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Port of Thunder Bay 
 
 
 
 

Your contributions are gratefully accepted; 
for additional information contact the Seafar-
ers’ Centre (807) 344-8241.  

Contacts :    The Revd Canon Ed Swayze 
    Seafarers' Centre, Suite 450 
    100 Main Street 
    Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 6R9 

Telephone:  +1 807 344 8241 
Mobile:   +1 807 626 2571 
Local website :  
www.missiontoseafarers.ca/thunderbay 

Opening times :  Mon 13:30-14:30;  
     Wed 10:00-12:00 and by  
     appointment. 

Sharing the Christmas Spirit 

Seafarers may not get home for Christmas 
and may not even be in a port during Christ-
mas. They are one of our "Lifelines", bringing 
to the Thunder Bay goods we need and im-
prove our economy by taking away goods being 
exported to foreign countries. Seafarers on 
ocean-going ships are away from home for six 
to twelve months to a year.  

One way to express our appreciation to these 
dedicated individuals is by sharing a little of 
our Christmas Spirit with them through the 
tradition of gift giving. This may help to make 
it a little less lonely for them. Due to the gener-
osity of many Friends of the Mission to Seafar-
ers, approximately 50 gift bags have distribut-
ed to seafarers visiting the Seafarers Centre.   

We deliver Christmas Gift Bags to ships in 
port in December. Crew size varies from 9 to 
22 and an average is 19. We ought to prepare 
for 12 ships, so our target is 228 Gift Bags. 
There are a few female crew or passengers each 
year, so we will prepare 4 Gift Bags for women.  

Once again we are appealing to you for do-
nations so that this outreach program can be 
continued. Suggested items you might choose 
to donate are: 

continued on page 5 

 

 

PWRDF is the Canadian Anglican re-
sponse for emergency relief, refugees, devel-
opment and justice. And it’s making a differ-
ence in the world. 

In the recent past PWRDF responded to 
the disastrous effects of Cyclone Idai in 
southeastern Africa.  

This is one of many projects in the world. 
Please visit the website to see the various 
ways in which PWRDF and its partners are 
providing humanitarian aid and develop-
ment. See below the revised website in cele-
bration of the 60th anniversary of PWRDF. 

See the World of Gifts Guide, on the 
website or the insert in the Anglican Journal 
for a unique meaningful gift, for birthdays, 
anniversaries or other special occasions. You 
can order seeds for farmers, livestock and 
contribute to projects worldwide. The current 
catalogue is in effect until the fall of 2019. 

Donations to PWRDF can be made on 
the website, by special church envelope, EOP 
(electronic offering program), or by phone 1-
866-308-7973.You can also use mail and 
please make cheques payable to PWRDF. The 
address is: 

The Primate’s World Relief and   
 Development Fund,  

The Anglican Church of Canada                           
80 Hayden Street,  
Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2 

For further information go to 
www.pwrdf.org. 

Linda Rintamaki (rep) 

Packing the 

Christmas gift 

bags. 



8 

September 2019 

Sunday 1 Service 10:00am 

Monday 2  

Tuesday 3 Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 4 
Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm ; Mission to Seafarers 
Board of Directors meeting 1:30 pm  

Thursday 5  

Friday 6  

Saturday 7  

Sunday 8 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 9  

Tuesday 10 Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 11 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 12  

Friday 13 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 14 Altar Guild meeting 10:00 am 

Sunday 15 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 16  

Tuesday 17 Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp Gitchigomee meeting 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 18 
Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Scouts Canada meeting 7:00 pm 
(kitchen) 

Thursday 19  

Friday 20 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 21 Set-up for Harvest Sunday starting at 9:30 am 

Sunday 22 
Harvest Sunday Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard; Harvest 
Luncheon 

Monday 23  

Tuesday 24 Choir practice 6:00 pm; Advisory Council  7:00pm 

Wednesday 25 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 26  

Friday 27 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 28  

Sunday 29 
Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Mission to Seafarers Open House at the 
Seafarers' Centre, a light lunch will be provided. 1:30-4:00 pm  

Monday 30  
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October 2019 

Tuesday 1 Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 2 
Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm ; Mission to Seafarers 
Board of Directors meeting 1:30 pm ***if required***  

Thursday 3 Nearly New Set-up 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm  

Friday 4 Nearly New Set-up 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Saturday 5 Nearly New Sale 10:00 am to 1:00 pm;  clean-up with start at 1:00 pm 

Sunday 6 Service 10:00 am; Sunday School 

Monday 7  

Tuesday 8  

Wednesday 9  

Thursday 10  

Friday 11 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 12  

Sunday 13 Thanksgiving Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 14 Thanksgiving Day 

Tuesday 15 Choir practice 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 16 
Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm; Scouts Canada meeting 7:00 pm 
(kitchen) 

Thursday 17  

Friday 18 
Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm; ALG Two-Bit Auction at Hilldale Lutheran 
Church starting at 7:00 pm 

Saturday 19 Altar Guild meeting 10:00 am 

Sunday 20 Service 10:00  am; Sunday School 

Monday 21  

Tuesday 22 Choir practice 6:00 pm; Camp Gitchigomee meeting 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 23 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 24  

Friday 25 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 26  

Sunday 27 Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 28  

Tuesday 29 Choir practice 6:00 pm; Advisory Council  7:00 pm 

Wednesday 30 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 31  
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November 

Friday 1  

Saturday 2  

Sunday 3 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 4  

Tuesday 5 Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 6 
Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm; Mission to Seafarers 
Board of Directors meeting 1:30 pm; Man Alive Men’s Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 7  

Friday 8  

Saturday 9  

Sunday 10 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 11 Remembrance Day 

Tuesday 12 Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 13 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 14  

Friday 15 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 16 Altar Guild meeting 10:00 am 

Sunday 17 
Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Mission to Seafarers Items for Christmas 
Gift Bags due  

Monday 18  

Tuesday 19 Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp Gitchigomee meeting 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 20 
Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Scouts Canada meeting 7:00 pm 
(kitchen) 

Thursday 21  

Friday 22 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 23  

Sunday 24  

Monday 25  

Tuesday 26 Choir practice 6:00 pm; Advisory Council  7:00 pm 

Wednesday 27 Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 28  

Friday 29 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 30  
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December 2019 

Sunday 1 Service 10:00 am; Sunday School 

Monday 2  

Tuesday 3 Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; Choir practice 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 4 
Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm ; Mission to Seafarers 
Board of Directors meeting 1:30 pm; Nicholas Day observance.; Man Alive 
Men’s Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 5  

Friday 6 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 7  

Sunday 8 Service 10:00 am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 9  

Tuesday 10 Choir practice 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 11  

Thursday 12  

Friday 13 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 14  

Sunday 15 Service 10:00 am; Sunday School 

Monday 16  

Tuesday 17 Choir practice 6:00 pm; Advisory Council  7:00 pm (tentative) 

Wednesday 18 
Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm; Scouts Canada meeting 7:00 pm 
(kitchen) 

Thursday 19  

Friday 20  

Saturday 21  

Sunday 22 Service 10:00  am; Food Cupboard 

Monday 23  

Tuesday 24 Christmas Eve services tba 

Wednesday 25 Christmas Day Service 10:00 am 

Thursday 26  

Friday 27 Craft Group 10:00 am-1:00 pm  

Saturday 28  

Sunday 29 Service 10:00 am 

Monday 30  

Tuesday 31 
Mission to Seafarers last day of operations for Seafarers' Centre, Seaway 
closes December 31  
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            The Anglican and Lutheran Group   

            will be once again holding their Two  

            Bit Auction in support of their  

            Bursary and poverty efforts. 

 

            Tickets will be available after  

            September 5th from Sharon     

            Corston. 

Nearly New Sale               

October 5th, 2019 

We are reaching out to you all and your 
friends and neighbours for all the treasures you 
no longer need.  

This will be our 2nd sale and the first was a 
great success so we hope this one will be as suc-
cessful if not better this time.  

We would accept all donations, e.g. house-
hold linens, toys, pictures, household items, lug-
gage, bags, shoes, etc. No Clothing or big 
furniture please.  

The Gathering Table Cafe will be open and 
they will be having a bake sale too.  

Jewelry Table will also be open so please 
give any jewelry you may have to donate directly 
to Dorothy Nesbit or to Anne Strand or myself - 
to allow Dorothy the time to get it sorted before 
the sale.  

Date of the sale is October 5th 2019, 10 - 1 
pm.  

Set up will be Thursday, October 3rd from 
approximately 6pm to 8pm; and Friday, October 4th from approximately 10am to 2pm.  

The Sale is on Saturday, October 5th from 10am to lpm with clean up at lpm. We need to be 
there by 9.30 am on the Saturday.  

Erminie Reid will be looking after the cash sales until 12noon when the blue bag special starts.  

If you have anything to donate you can drop it off inside the main doors - either side- Sunday, 
or Tuesday to Thursday am when Roberta is in the office or Friday am when Sharon is there.  

If you need anything picked up please call Sheila Douglas 344 9095  
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(One in Spirit, Fun and Love) 

Camp Gitchigomee is a Christian, not-for 

profit summer camp located at the east end of 

beautiful Sandstone Lake, about a 75 minute 

drive southwest of Thunder Bay.  

The camp was 

established in 

1945 by the Thun-

der Bay Deanery 

Anglican church-

es, and became a 

not-for profit cor-

poration in 2007. 

It continues to be 

administered, 

maintained and 

supported by vol-

unteers and local 

Anglican parish-

es.  

The camp offers 

Three Week-Long 

(6 day) Coed 

Camps in July for 

children ages 7-9 

(Junior), 10-12 

(Intermediate), & 13-15 (Senior)  

The camp includes activities such as ar-

chery, bible studies, canoeing, campfire, land & 

water games, light duties, nature studies, crafts 

and swimming.  

A lot of work was done again this year by 

the many volunteers to get the camp ready for 

the 3 week summer camps, and our rentals.  

This year we have 7 rentals, which helps to 

bring in the funds to do the various up keep of 

the camp. We also count on donations to help 

with up keep on the camp. 

A fundraiser was held last year to raise 

money for the Dining Hall Roof, which was 

partially done last fall, and then finished this 

spring.  We are very thankful for all those who 

donated to the new roof.  We are especially 

thankful for all those that came out to shingle 

the large roof. 

Gathering Table has a large number of 

members who helped to staff the Senior and 

Intermediate Camp.  Can you guess how 

many?  Both Senior and Intermediate Camp 

Directors were from Gathering Table, as well 

as Kitchen and Waterfront Staff 

The camp will be celebrating its’ 75th Anni-

versary in August 2020, and we are looking for 

former campers and staff who have attended 

the camp over the 75 years.  Do you have a set 

of Camp Logs from your camping years?  Do 

you have pictures you would like to share?  We 

would love to hear from you.  Do you have a 

favourite memory, or two you would like to 

share with the camp.  We are looking at put-

ting together a collection of stories and photos 

from over the years.  If you have them, and 

would like to share them with us please contact 

us at gitchigomee@shaw.ca or mail us at P.O. 

Box 29018, Thunder Bay, On P7B 6P9.  Or 

check out our website at www.gitchigomee.ca    

Each Anglican Church in Thunder Bay has a 

camp rep. 
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July 21, 2019  

Dear friends in Christ,  

"I have called you by name; you are mine." (Isaiah 43.1)  

Thank you for your patience in waiting for this letter from me regarding the recent events  

of our General Synod in Vancouver. I needed time to exit the emotional roller coaster and  

the 'bubble' of that gathering, as well as space to prayerfully consider what I might say to  

you, my beloved people of God in Algoma. I also wanted to be sure that whatever public  

statement I made was heard first by you, the people in our pews, before it was released  

more widely through the Diocesan website, enews, and social media.  

Thank you for the messages of prayerful support the Algoma delegates and I received  

whilst we were in Vancouver; they meant more than you will ever know. You were in our  

daily prayers, especially as we were conscious many of you were watching the proceedings  

'live' with us.  

You would have experienced the many high moments of General Synod as the 14th  

Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, Linda Nicholls, was elected, as Archbishop  

Fred made an apology to the Indigenous Peoples for spiritual harm, and as the National  

Anglican Indigenous Bishop, Mark MacDonald, was made an Archbishop. There was  

great joy as The Word to the Church passed with a resounding 85% of delegates voting  

in favour of this document and the five affirmations. This is attached as Appendix #1.  

Then you would have witnessed the low and challenging moments, experiencing the full  

impact of the debate and vote on the proposed amendment to Canon 21 on July izth. No  

one could have anticipated the result, which received the required majority of votes in the  

House of Clergy and Laity, but which failed to pass in the House of Bishops, thus  

defeating the motion.  

In that moment there were no winners. The shock, pain, and deep hurt was palpable in  

the room as the results of the vote came up on the screen and many members could be  

heard sobbing. Those who felt it most keenly were members of the LGBTQ2S++  

community, as well as their families and allies. Emotions were raw. While members of  

General Synod had Chaplains available to comfort and care for distraught members,  

many of you were in anguish on your own. I pray you reached out to loved ones and they  

offered you support.  

Last weekend the House of Bishops met frequently and for long hours to find a way  
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forward for our church. We recognized that many people felt we had let them down. We  

worked together on a Statement of apology to members of the LGBTQ2S++ community,  

General Synod, the wider Anglican Church and onlookers from around the world. On  

Monday, the Primate offered that apology and statement on our behalf and it is attached  

to this letter as Appendix #2. In essence what this statement has done is to open the door  

to allow for 'local option' with respect to same sex marriage in the Anglican Church of  

Canada. Without the protections of the proposed amendment, it means that clergy and  

jurisdictions who wish to move ahead with same sex marriage are able to do so, once a  

liturgy is in place and authorized by the Diocesan Bishop.  

In the coming days, months, and years each of the 30 dioceses in the Anglican Church of  

Canada, as well as the Indigenous Peoples and communities in our church, will be dealing  

with this matter in its own way, depending on its culture and context. Some may choose  

to move forward on same sex marriage while others will remain the way they are now.  

In the diocese of Algoma we are already on a journey with respect to same sex marriage,  

and that journey of discernment will continue. I have been on my own journey of deeper  

understanding and have reached a place where I am personally in favour of same sex  

marriage in our church. I know we are not all of one mind in Algoma and that this has  

been a source of division in some of our parishes.  

There are a few things I wish to say in this moment in time as we move forward in faith,  

hope, and love as siblings in Christ.  

1. As the fallout from General Synod continues, I ask that you reach out to those who  

have been deeply hurt by the events of General Synod and care for one another.  

Please extend radical hospitality to members of the LGBTQ2S++community, their  

families, and allies in your churches, ensuring you find a way to make known that  

everyone is truly welcome.  

2. As your Bishop I will not bear the weight of this decision alone. We will make a  

decision about same sex marriage in Algoma together, as Anglican Christians, and  

as members of the body of Christ. It may be that a special Synod is called next  

spring to deal with this one matter, or that we will wait until the next regular  

Synod of our Diocese. How we determine this will be based on consultations I will  

be having with you over the next few months. I will do this in the way the  

Indigenous elders of South Africa make decisions - "Indaba" - which are  

consultative gatherings. Up for discussion, also, will be the way in which we hold  

that Synod and make a decision that is right for Algoma. Having just witnessed the  

failure of the legislative way of decision making at General Synod and the way  

members of Synod tried to figure out how people had voted, as well as terrible  

shaming of those who voted their conscience (as they were asked to do), we need  

to find a different way of making this particular decision. The Anglican way is  

often about the 'third' way. 

3. I affirm that there are diverse and differing views of marriage in our church as  

described in the Word to the Church. The conscience of clergy will always be  

honoured in these matters; clergy in Algoma may hold their view without shame  

or fear. I also believe that in this, as in all matters, the bishop and clergy alike must  

be diligent in the reading and study of the holy scriptures, and in seeking the  

knowledge of such things as may make us stronger and more able ministers of  

Christ; endeavour so to minister the word of God and the sacraments of the new  



16 

covenant, that the reconciling love of Christ may be known and received;  

undertake to be faithful pastors to all whom we are called to serve; and persevere  

in prayer, asking God's grace, both for ourselves and for others.  

4. If parishes have not yet engaged in the Holy listening exercises or other  

conversations about same sex marriage, you need to do that as soon as possible,  

however uncomfortable it makes you feel. The Anglican way is not a black and  

white world but one in which we accept diversity and learn to live well and bend  

together in our differences. If, as clergy and lay leaders you do not feel you can  

lead them yourself, I will arrange a facilitator to be your guide. Having those  

difficult conversations will only result in a deeper understanding and love for your  

fellow Anglican Christians. You will find, as I have done, that there is so much  

more that unites us than divides us. During General Synod we sang a beautiful  

hymn which says:  

"Though walls divide the friend from foe,  

a deeper truth we then must show;  

Our witness clear, love can be found  

When common ground is holy ground. "  

5. As we wait for the outcome of a synodical decision in Algoma, I ask those of you  

who support same sex marriage, especially those clergy who are already prepared  

to move ahead in performing a same sex marriage, to be patient a while longer  

making every effort to maintain the bond of unity in the spirit of peace (Ephesians  

4.3). We do not have authorized liturgies yet, and we need to reach a decision as a  

synodical body. Our context in Algoma is different from other dioceses in the  

church and there are some who will not have been disappointed by the results of  

the vote.  

"I have called you by name, you are mine. " (Isaiah 43.1)  

Finally, it is my deepest hope that we refrain from naming or labeling each other in our  

church as 'progressive' or 'traditional', 'liberal' or 'conservative', 'gay' or 'straight', us' and  

'them'. Let us call each other by our God given names and see one another as beloved  

children of God, honoured, precious - for that is who we are in God's eyes. Growing up  

my father always called me his 'treasure chest', and this now becomes my name for you in  

Algoma - a diocese filled with precious gems of colour, diverse in their extraordinary  

beauty.  

There is much more to be said about the 42nd General Synod of the Anglican Church of  

Canada in which many important decisions were made about how we will continue to live  

faithfully as Anglican Christians in this new time in the life and witness of our church in  

the world. We welcomed members of the ecumenical community and passed resolutions  

on Climate Change and Human Trafficking. I have asked the Algoma delegates to work  

together to prepare a report by the end of August and this will be distributed widely.  

Thank you to Deborah, Aidan, Hugh, Gilles and Jakob for representing Algoma so well at  

General Synod. As we continue walking together on our journey let us pray for one  

another and for our beloved church that the love of Christ will be made known in and  

through us.  

With my abiding affection for you all, I remain yours in the love of Christ,  

The Most Rev. Anne Germond , Archbishop of Algoma  
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Note:  It was decided that due to space constraints that Appendix #1—A Word 

to the Church: Considering the proposed amendment of Marriage Canon 

XXI would not be included in this newsletter. 

 If you would like a copy, you can download it from: https://

www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Word-to-the-

Church-Appendix-1.pdf or call the office and one can be made for you. 
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