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From Your Pastor

The Hebrew Preacher proclaimed that there
is a season for everything. Although our weath-
er hasn’t given us a clear indication, summer is
coming. The daylight hours getting longer,
grass is greening, trees are budding, brave
plants are sprouting and blooming, and camps
are being reopened after their winter lock-up.
Typically, many of those who would ordinarily
gather on a Sunday morning at Gathering Ta-
ble will scatter to assemble around other tables
and campfires.

Nevertheless, Sunday mornings will find
Gathering Table’s doors open and warm wel-
comes to worship will be shared. Some minis-
tries — Sunday School and the Choir, for exam-
ple — will take a break, returning post-summer
refreshed and ready for what God will be doing
in our midst.

What God is doing in our midst is a central
concern for us because God doesn’t take a sum-
mer break. The Gospel of John said that the
incarnate Word ‘tented among us’, but that
wasn’t just a camping trip. It was a transition —
a turning point — in the new thing that God was
doing in Christ. It was God’s announcement
that the great exile was over and the new exo-
dus was beginning. The Kingdom of God came
among humans and the promised new creation
had begun.

All this didn’t arrive fully formed and pre-
packaged. It is all a work in process, and we are
called to engage with God — workers together
with God, as the scriptures say — in what God is
doing. Both as individual Christians and as the
gathering people of God our vocation is to dis-
cern, as best we can, what God is doing and
how we are to be participating in God’s mis-
sion.

We have just celebrated our first anniver-
sary as the faith community known as Gather-
ing Table. It has been, at the same time, a very
challenging and rewarding year. There is in-
deed much to celebrate as we give thanks to
God for faithfully leading us into various minis-
tries, some old and some new in our life togeth-
er.

This time of the year we celebrate the Feast
of Pentecost, reflecting on how the Spirit of
God brings unity in the midst of wonderful di-
versity. With many different gifts and minis-
tries, the Spirit shapes the one Body of Christ
and is at work to equip us for our parts in God’s
mission.

We also celebrate the Feast of the Trinity,
reflecting on how God draws us into the great
relational dance of the Godhead — into partici-
pating in the very life of God. Being drawn in
this way into the heart of divine love, we are
free to show that love to those among whom we
live.

This great dance is also a creative dance,
and we celebrate the gifts that the Creator con-
tinues to give us human creatures as we share
this earth with all other creatures. We
acknowledge and celebrate the traditional
stewardship of this land by the Indigenous peo-
ples, seeking healing and reconciliation as trea-
ty peoples, so that together we might learn
from one another and work together with the
Creator in renewing the face of the earth.

We have indeed coming far in the relatively
short first year of our life as Gathering Table.
We also know have far to go and challenges
ahead. As the prayer says, may God fill us with
the courage and love of Jesus that all the world
may gather at the table of God’s Kingdom.

Godspeed.

George+




Wardens Notes — Spring 2019

And the First Anniversary of Gather-
ing Table.

Well, happy spring — finally! It is so lovely
to feel some warmth and see the grass green
and the flowers popping up all over.

Speaking of flowers, many thanks to the
merry crew who have tended the gardens
around the church — beautiful! And thanks to
the parking lot crew, who swept up all the sand
and stored it for reuse next winter; great job.

On a less pretty note, we had to paint over
some graffiti recently on the garage and trellis.
If you note any more, please let us know right
away so it can be dealt with.

Our solar panels have been cleaned and ad-
justed for optimum production this season;
now we have to deal with the plethora of pi-
geons who have made our rafters their home.

Regarding the church interior, we are still
looking at establishing Memory Walls at the
back of the church. If you would like to assist
with decorating a wall from either founding
church, please contact us. The colours of the
LSSR were placed in the church on May 12. Al-
so, you may note that the “gate” to the side en-
trance of the church has been removed, and
the bulletin board relocated to the hall beside
the new entrance. Other bulletin boards have
been put up as well and now require
“populating” with notices of events. As a paper
-reducing initiative, these notices will not be
printed in full in our Sunday bulletin.

We had an electrician assess the two sum-
mer ventilation fans in the church. The intake

fan is located above the balcony, between the
LSSR colours . The exhaust fan is located above
the chancel. Each fan has a two speed 600 volt
motor. The intake motor requires replace-
ment; the exhaust motor only works on one
speed (# 11 on the dial control). The electrician
will be obtaining quotes for repair and replace-
ment.

We were quite pleased with buzz, commu-
nity building and financial success of the Near-
ly New Sale. Thanks to all who donated, orga-
nized and helped out in any way!!

On the administration front, we are still
working towards having an allergy policy in
place soon, and having a completed Fire plan
in place as well. A small group has volunteered
to follow up from the February Town Hall
meeting..... we haven’t forgotten — just been
distracted with other things!

Of course, our ministries and missions con-
tinue. We earnestly ask your continued sup-
port and prayers for two of our main ones —
Food Cupboard and Camp Gitchigomee. And
our expenses continue also......... so, if you plan
to be away for a Sunday or two at camp or be-
yond, we encourage you to “make up” your of-
ferings, as you are able. Better yet, we would
encourage everyone to take advantage of the
Electronic Offering Program.

Have a wonderful summer.

Your Servants

Marg, Marjorie, Rose, Jim

A Reminder about Visitations

There have been some situations where people in hospital or St Joseph’s have been missed by
the pastoral team simply because we have not known they were there. Please inform a member of
the pastoral team if you know of one of our members in care.

This also applies to those who are perhaps not specifically in care but are housebound. It is
best to make these situations known in a phone call, written note or email. Please do not rely on
us remembering requests from a verbal exchange Sunday morning or during a meeting




Altar TGuild

We have now completed a year as the Gath-
ering Table Altar Guild. As such we have expe-
rienced all “the seasons” and special events
(wedding, funeral, baptism) so our manual is
close to complete. In some ways, the new Altar
means no superfrontals and pulpit hangings
to change which does mean less work but it
does take a bit of time for some of us to realize
that our tasks are completed and we haven’t
forgotten to do something. We were aware that
there were some problems with the acknowl-
edgement of donations for flowers over the
Christmas and Easter season and consequently
a form with instructions, names etc. has been
developed and copies are available in the red
basket at the back of the church.

This summer, one of our members will be
leaving Thunder Bay and a new member has
agreed to join us in the Fall but we still need
more members, so please give serious consid-
eration to joining the Altar Guild. Just contact
either Marg Boone (mboone@tbaytel.net) or
Erminie Reid (dandereid@shaw.ca) .

Marg Boone and Erminie Reid, co-chairs

The Craft
Group

The craft group is taking
a break for the summer
and will start up again
on September 13th. You are welcome to join
us then. Our main goal is to knit toques and
neck warmers for the mission to seafarers and
some of our local schools. If you don’t knit but
would like to learn we can help you. We meet
from 10AM to 1 PM and enjoy our brown bag
lunches with tea at noon.

If you have left over parts of balls of wool
you can no longer use please think of our
group. See you in the fall.

Brenda Coopman

Nedarly New Sdle

Gathering Table held their first Nearly New
Sale on May 4th 2019 and it was a huge suc-
cess.

Anne and I would both like to thank every-
one who helped in any way with getting ready
for the sale and contributing to it’s success.

We collected $1700.00 for the Church
funds with still some more to come as we have
a few things still to sell.

It was challenging getting it all together as
we were dealing with so many new things from
tables and layouts to getting us all working to-
gether.

We had the Gathering Table Kitchen sell-
ing hot dogs, coffee etc. run by Sharon Sparkes
and Rose Jardine and they did a bake sale too.

Jewelry run by Dorothy Nesbitt assisted by
Adrianne Lambert and Gloria McKay. If you
have any Jewelry you would like to donate
please give it to Dorothy, Anne or myself di-
rectly as Dorothy sorts it all out at home.

Our Sale was a big success and we are
planning another one possibly in October
sometime so we need you all to save anything
you are getting rid of and it can be stored in
the Nearly New section in the basement and
can be dropped off at the Church front door
Tuesday to Thursday 10-2pm or Friday am on-
ly. You can also drop off when ever the church
is open for services etc. Please tell your friends
and neighbours too as we need their treasures
as well

We do not take Clothing or Large Fur-
niture — just smaller items like chairs and
bookcases, tables etc as well as bags, shoes,
toys, books, household linens, dishes and all
kitchen items. Gardening things and any tools,
shovels, baby items etc. etc.

Start clearing out all those spaces and pass
it along to the next Nearly New Sale. If it is
electrical and is working please mark it as ok.

Thank you again!

Anne Strand and Sheila Douglas {344
9095}




Our Parish Gardens

Thank you to everyone who has supported
the gardening project for this year and to the
ladies who volunteered to do the planting.

We enjoyed beautiful weather on Saturday
June 8 while we worked and visited in the front
flower beds.

Some flowering, easy maintenance perenni-
als will be bought to freshen the bed at the side
of the front lawn along the casino fence. De-
pending on nature we hope our gardens will be
a bright spot in our downtown core for all to
enjoy.

More volunteers during the summer to as-
sist with weeding, removing dead blooms or
watering would be appreciated. We meet as in
groups of two or more, once a week, on a flexi-
ble schedule depending on availability and
weather, for no longer than 2 hours at a time.
Day or evening and high school volunteering
can be arranged.

We have looked at some of the bushes and
trees on the property and have flagged a few
branches and one dead mountain ash tree
which should come down, although it is not in
danger of falling down. The bushes can not be
trimmed before mid-July or later when they
have finished blooming. The tree can be re-
moved at any time.

Are there any parishioners who have a chain
saw and/or a truck or trailer who would be will-
ing to help with this task?

Please contact Erminie Reid at 767-4566 or
email dandereid @shaw.ca if you can lend a
hand with any of this outside work.

Thank you.

| Coffee
_ Fellowship
— Free Will
W Offering

. Have you wondered how
this money is used?
When possible, especial-

ly if on sale, it buys coffee, tea, milk, juice,

sugar, twin sugar, cheese, crackers, cookies,
coffee cups, paper plates & napkins. It could

purchase other kitchen supplies if there is a

surplus.

Some parishioners choose not to bring
cash on Sundays but once a month put their

coffee donation in an envelope. They
write Coffee Fund, their name, and the
amount on the envelope and place it on the
offering plate.

Money received in this manner, with your
information, can be recorded on your GT an-
nual income tax receipt.

An old friend of mine (formerly a member
of another congregation) came on Sunday,
June 2nd (Mission Displays).

She was encouraged to join the coffee hour
(along with her son who seldom comes into a
church service).

When Happy Anniversary (Happy Birth-
day) was being sung, she said, “Imagine I am
celebrating my birthday the same day as Gath-
ering Table’s birthday! Thank you for helping
make this the best birthday ever! I will remem-
ber.”

Diane Hartley




Synod Report

Sharon and Dale thank the congregation
for giving us the opportunity to represent
Gathering Table at the Diocesan Synod this
past May. It was an uplifting and informing
event. The theme of the synod was “Heaven
and Earth have been gathered.”

Synod is a combination of worship and
business. Wednesday evening worship in St.
Luke’s Cathedral is full of the sound of praise,
the colour of pageantry, and a renewing of
faith as the life work of five individuals was
honoured with canonization, a new priest was
ordained, and our national Primate, Archbish-
op Fred Hiltz delivered his homily on gather-
ing. Every day begins with inspiring worship.
Especially notable was evening prayer on Fri-
day. The setting was “Holden Evening Prayer
by Marty Haugen.

Our Primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz, spoke
at the opening worship service and in session
reflections on the “Arusha Call”. What does
the Arusha Call say to our churches? Church is
a commitment anew to engage together the
challenges and opportunities of faithful mis-
sion in our fast-changing contexts. The Call is
a document of realism and of joy, of honest
assessment and of hope for transformation, of
trust in the way of Christ and in the power of
the Spirit. The Primate charged us to lift up
these features of the Call, which gives voice to
many of the same convictions increasingly em-
phasized in our churches across Canada and
the world:

1. Itidentifies deepening the discipleship
of Christians as the primary missional
and evangelical concern, knowing that
the Gospel truly lived is the best form
of witness to it.

2. It defines mission in a manner that
seeks to move away from colonialist
perspectives, understanding that it is
not the work of the Church directed ‘to
the margins’ but God’s work originat-
ing ‘from the margins.’

3. Itinsists that all mission and evange-
lism must be integrated and holistic,
not endorsing any false dichotomy be-
tween a spiritual salvation and the
transformation of social, economic, ra-
cial, environmental, and gender injus-

tices.

4. Itunderstands that as the Church is
called into ‘active collaboration’ in
God’s mission, this responsibility rests
not only with those who serve in offices
of leadership in the Church; it relies on
a renewal of the vocations and ministry
of all the baptized.

Archbishop Fred commended the Arusha
Call to Discipleship to our churches as we ex-
pand and deepen the relationships of full com-
munion among us. It is a call of challenging
theologies which have endorsed dispossession
of Indigenous Peoples; and of strengthening
our support for the displaced and dispossessed
seeking new beginnings in reconciliation.

The Rev. Dr. Chris Brittain, Dean of Trinity
College, Toronto, discussed the tensions within
the global and local Anglican community. His
investigation is the focus of his book The Angli-
can Community at a Crossroads. There is not
a simple single answer. The disagreements
over same-sex relations, leadership by women,
and appropriate governance structures are
symptomatic of long simmering issues. Dr.
Brittain does not see this as a liberal-
conservative confrontation. Globalization and
blog-media increase the pace and breadth of
argumentation and reveals different theologies
and opinions. De-colonization and increased
autonomy have brought more diversity to the
decision-making table.

Nevertheless, Dr. Brittain does not believe
the crises to be insurmountable. The future will
hold a great deal of change. There is a lot of
goodwill existing between Anglicans. Chris-
tians are called to live in hope of new creation.
Dr. Brittain sees the real question as: Will An-
glicans continue to want to maintain relation-
ship with those Anglicans who hold different
views than there own? He believes the answer
is yes; however, our church life will require
new structures and more mature discipleship.

The Rev. Jay Koyle did an inspiring presen-
tation on Unstoppable Churches: Worship and
Music forming a Gospel-Shaped People. Par-
ishes with vibrancy practice worship that fun-
damentally shapes our imaginations and
hearts, fashioning us to become the Story we
tell. They recognize common prayer as the hub
and heart of Christian formation and disciple-
ship. As we sing and reflect together, we will
also discover liturgy can be for your congrega-




tion the “imagination station” that orients your
loves and longings toward God and God’s King-
dom. The presentation is to be posted on the
Diocesan website but is not there yet.

A presentation by The Rev. Patti Brace and
the Youth delegates on Homelessness in Al-
goma: Facts, Theology, and Response was a
continuation of a project started at CLAY
(Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth) in Thun-
der Bay in 2018. The Archbishop is very close
to this project as it of special interest to the
House of Bishops and the Lutherans. The
presentation is being continually updated as
there are new developments across the Dio-
cese.

Human Trafficking’s presentation was an
eye opener. Every 30 seconds another person
becomes a victim of Human Trafficking. Hu-
man slavery is the fastest growing organized
crime in the world. It is a billion-dollar indus-
try that is often hidden in plain sight and no
community is immune to its existence. Our hu-
manity and social fabric is at risk when girls
and boys are not safe, and that is why we exist.

Project ONroute is an awareness media
campaign. The Campaign launched February
22 (Canada’s Human Trafficking Awareness
Day) and concludes July 30 (World Day
Against Trafficking. This media awareness ini-
tiative is part of our community education
strategy with cooperation, support and encour-
agement from numerous police services, first
responders, victim support groups, community
and political leaders, chambers of commerce,
businesses, healthcare providers, women’s
groups, civic groups, community services and
more. There are 20 ONroute locations includ-
ing Thunder Bay and North Bay which are “hot
spots.” We will be hearing more about this top-
ic.

Archbishop Anne’s charge to Synod recog-
nized many people and efforts that have enliv-
ened life in the Diocese of Algoma. Her main
theme was “seeds” of the kingdom. She en-
couraged congregations to try new initiatives
by growing the four seeds of Discipleship,
Stewardship, Reconciliation and Community
Building in their parishes. Many churches
around the Anglican Church of Canada deals
with shrinking budgets, declining attendance
and aging congregations. Some of the changes
in Algoma have come about as a result of inten-
tional conversations between congregations
who realized the need to bring their most valu-

able resources together— their people, the body
of Christ — in order to be a sustainable and via-
ble congregation in the future. Archbishop
Anne recognized Gathering Table as an out-
come of courageous restructuring by St. John’s
and St. Luke’s.

Whilst on the subject of change and diffi-
cult decisions, Archbishop Anne spoke about
the stewardship of our resources, particularly
with respect to the diocesan finances. Appor-
tionment income is declining, and the Execu-
tive will be making decisions to restructure Di-
ocesan operations. One initiative already un-
derway is to assess unrequired properties and
prepare them for sale. Another is to make
changes at the Synod office. Decisions will in-
clude proper consultation.

Archbishop Anne and the delegates to Na-
tional Synod have been busy making them-
selves aware of the complexity of the issues to
be faced. Regarding the proposed change to the
Marriage Canon, our Archbishop recognizes
that there are a diversity of opinions and de-
sires in Algoma. She assured the Synod that
Algoma will not be rushing into any change on
this front. There will be a time of reflection and
assessment. Within our churches, Archbishop
Anne encouraged to embrace “love” to over-
come fear and to enter into difficult conversa-
tions with charity. Diversity in the natural
world makes for a magnificent creation which
ought to be respected. This is why she believes
we need "to bend together" and find common
ground.

At a table exercise during Synod, it became
apparent that a significant majority of at-
tendees supported change of the Marriage Can-
on. They took this position recognizing that the
continuing disagreement was damaging the
church and that a decision either way would
bring a need for pastoral care.

The Primate, in the spirit of reconciliation,
encouraged us to watch, as a congregation, a
documentary entitled “Stolen Lands, Strong
Hearts.” This was produced by the Anglican
Foundation and has had very good reviews. We
were encouraged to all participate in the
KAIROS: Blanket Exercise. The KAIROS Blan-
ket Exercise program is a unique, participatory
history lesson — developed in collaboration
with Indigenous Elders, knowledge keepers
and educators — that fosters truth, understand-
ing, respect and reconciliation among Indige-
nous and non-indigenous peoples.




June 16
June 17
June 23
June 24

July 2

Calendar Dates

Services, Sundays at 10:00 am

Trinity Sunday

Advisory Council 7:00 pm
Indigenous Peoples and Food Bank
Altar Guild Meeting 7:00 pm

Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm

Please pray for Camp Gitchigomee as they begin 3 weeks of camp:

July 7-13:
July 14-20:

July 21-28:

July 14

July 28
August 6
August 11
August 25
September 3
September3
September10
Septemberi1
Septemberi13
September 8
September 9
September17y
September18
September18
September 19

September 22

Senior camp (Michael Wolfe and Tyanna M, Directors)
Junior Camp (Danielle R and Maranda D, Directors)
Intermediate Camp (Melanie Gottfred and Tanelle R, Directors)
Food Bank

Food Bank

Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm

Food Bank

Food Bank

Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm

Choir BBQ) at Jamie’s

Choir Practice

Man Alive Bible Study Begins 7:00 pm

Craft Group Begins 10:00 am

Sunday School starts (tentative); Food Bank

Grace Place starts (tentative)

Camp Gitchigomee meeting 7:00 pm

Thunder Bay Area Scouting meeting 7:00 pm

Man Alive Bible Study 7:00 pm

Table Talk 7:00 pm

Harvest Sunday (tentative); Food Bank




(. 4‘ PWRDF

~ . The Primate’s World Relief
‘.’ and Development Fund
PWRDF is the Canadian Anglican re-
sponse for emergency relief, refugees, devel-

opment and justice. And it’s making a differ-
ence in the world.

In the recent past PWRDF responded to
the disastrous effects of Cyclone Idai in
southeastern Africa.

This is one of many projects in the world.
Please visit the website to see the various
ways in which PWRDF and its partners are
providing humanitarian aid and develop-
ment. See below the revised website in cele-
bration of the 60th anniversary of PWRDF.

See the World of Gifts Guide, on the
website or the insert in the Anglican Journal
for a unique meaningful gift, for birthdays,
anniversaries or other special occasions. You
can order seeds for farmers, livestock and
contribute to projects worldwide. The current
catalogue is in effect until the fall of 2019.

Donations to PWRDF can be made on
the website, by special church envelope, EOP
(electronic offering program), or by phone 1-
866-308-7973.You can also use mail and
please make cheques payable to PWRDF. The
address is:

The Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund,

The Anglican Church of Canada
80 Hayden Street,

Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2

For further information go to
www.pwrdf.org.

Linda Rintamaki (rep)

Port of Thunder Bay

Caring for seafarers
around the world

Your contributions are gratefully accepted;
for additional information contact the Seafar-
ers’ Centre (807) 344-8241.

Contacts:  The Revd Canon Ed Swayze
Seafarers' Centre, Suite 450
100 Main Street
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 6R9
Telephone: +1 807 344 8241
Mobile: +1 807 626 2571

Local website :
www.missiontoseafarers.ca/thunderbay

Opening times : Mon 13:30-14:30;
Wed 10:00-12:00 and by
appointment.

Blessing of the Fleet

On Saturday, June 22 please be on the wa-
ter in your vessel, or come down to at the look-
out on Pier 3 — the Royal Canadian Navy
Pier at Marina Park, the north end near Naval
Memorial, bring your lawn chairs and take in
the Blessing of the Fleet.

At 10:30 a.m. the Macgillivary Pipe Band
will conduct a Tattoo and at 11:00 a.m. a ser-
vice of Blessing is held with a parade of vessels.
Boaters are invited to take part.

For vessel instructions, and further infor-
mation visit www.missiontoseafarers.ca/
thunderbay or contact Canon Ed Swayze.

Sponsored by the Mission to Seafarers.

Technology Update

For the past year, we have been fortunate to have three ladies operating the powerpoint: Ellie
Bennett, Sharon Gilbert and Karen Ristanen. It is with mixed feelings that we must say So Long to
Karen as she moves to Calgary to be close to family. We wish her all the best. We welcome Gail
Marshall as she has agreed to step in once she returns to Thunder Bay.

Thank you to Jim Green, Sam Bernardi and Jim Bolt for working the cameras . Although Jim
Green and Sam have moved on, we welcome Jase Watford. Jase comes with some experience, so
we will all develop new skills. If you are interested in either position, please contact Sharon

Corston at 355-1549 or sjcorston@gmail.com.




May 12, 2019 the LSSR Flags come to

Gathering Table




“arish Nursing

Formal Assessments

Parish Nurse Advocating.. Parish Nurse 16 Referral Agent

June 2 Anniversary Mission
Fair
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228 Pearl Street
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4

Phone: 807-345-6898 Hall: 807-345-6088
E-mail: office@gatheringtable.ca Web: gatheringtable.ca

Facebook: Gathering Table

Service Time:
Food Bank Open:

Pastor:
Phone:
Mobile:
Email:

Honorary Assistant:
Phone:

Honorary Assistant:
Phone:
Mobile:

Lay Readers:

Rector’'s Warden:

Deputy Rector’s Warden:

People’s Warden:

Deputy People’s Warden:

Co - Music Directors:

Sunday at 10:00 am
2nd and 4th Sundays starting at 11:30 am

The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil.
626-9650

355-5454 .
porter.george@gmail.com

The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div.
768-9865

The Rev. David Knudson, M.Div.

473-0994
633-4761

Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,
Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill , Jim Sutton and
Frances Bennett-Sutton

Marg Boone

Marjorie Tutkaluk

Jim Sutton

Rose Jardine

Jamie Philp (Organist) and Donna Hamill (Pianist)
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