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February 2019 
 

by Pastor George M Porter 

Dear Friends: 

Believe it or not, even with 
low temperatures and high 
snow banks, the long days of 
spring are slowly coming. Soon 
the season of Lent, which gets 
its name from the association 
of both the lengthening of day-
light hours and the historic 
long pre-Easter fast, will soon 
be upon us. 

Perhaps Lent should actu-
ally begin with the mostly-lost 
meaning of Shrove Tuesday – 
lost in the Mardi Gras carnival 
and sweetness of pancakes. It’s 
a message of forgiveness (the 
actual meaning of ‘Shrove’) 
received and extended, sort of 
The Peace before the fast.  

In the church calendar, 
however, it begins with a 
smear of ashes and a reminder 
that ‘from the dust of the 
earth’ the Creator has fash-
ioned us: ‘Remember you are 
dust, and to dust you shall re-
turn.’ It is a call to take seri-
ously both our mortality and 
how we live the limited days of 
our lives: ‘We begin our jour-
ney to Easter with the sign of 
ashes, and ancient sign, speak-
ing of the frailty and uncer-
tainty of human life, and 

marking the penitence of the 
community as a whole.’ 

Nevertheless, it is not 
the kind of fatalistic and 
near-despairing sort of re-
membering as in the words 
of the old Kansas song: 
‘Dust in the wind! All we are 
is dust in the wind.’ Instead 
it’s a call to realise again the 
precious gift of life the Crea-
tor has given us and that by 
God’s ‘gracious gift are we 
given eternal life.’  

‘Eternal life’ is a rather 
poor rendering of the bibli-
cal phrase which has noth-
ing to do with an extended 
duration of time or infinity. 
Neither does it have to do 
with an afterlife destination. 
Rather it has to do with rela-
tionship and the quality of 
life flowing from that rela-
tionship. Jesus, in John’s 
telling, says that eternal life 
‘is knowing you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.’  

Although Lent is a call to 
serious and focused reflec-
tion, neither the means nor 
the goals are morbid.  

continued on page 7 



2 

We are pleased that our new barrier-free 
entrance off the parking lot just requires a final 
inspection by the City, installation of base-
boards, and the installation of an additional 
small strip of carpet [because one of your male 
wardens measured incorrectly…].  Also re-
garding the “physical plant”, we ask your con-
tinued patience in getting the sound & audio / 
streaming service working better.  Updated 
equipment and system “tweaks” are in the 
works.  Also in the works will be the re-
installation of bulletin boards in the parish hall 
– where notices of Community, Parish and 
Mission news can be posted. 

We are in the process of distilling the re-
sults of the Town Hall held on January 20, and 
are committed to reporting back to you.  Please 
stay tuned.  That event aside, please contact 
any one of us with any suggestions, concerns, 
or good reports you may have. 

As we experience the ever- increasing 
lengthening of days this late February, it re-
minds us of Lent.  On Tuesday March 5, there 
will be a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, be-
fore we begin our Lenten journey on Ash 
Wednesday.  May our pilgrimage be one of 
purposeful fasting and feasting - bearing good 
fruit here at Gathering Table and beyond. 

Your Servants 

Marg, Marjorie, Rose, Jim  

Sorry.  We just couldn’t pass up the oppor-
tunity to have a quirky title to this epistle.  Per-
haps it’s because we might have a bit of cabin 
fever this season  . . . but we trust and pray that 
everyone has stayed warm this winter. 

Perhaps warmth is a place to start this up-
date.  We are pleased that three groups and 
many walkers from Gathering Table are partic-
ipating in the Coldest Night of the Year Walk 
this Saturday Feb 23.  It is a fundraiser for 
Grace Place - one of the missions we support - 
that will enable the Out of the Cold Program to 
continue for an additional year.  This program 
provides a safe, warm place for people who 
otherwise would be at very serious risk of 
sleeping outdoors this time of year.  We en-
courage everyone to support and pray for this 
initiative. 

We are warmed too, at the turnout at our 
first Vestry meeting, where a spirit of unity was 
clearly evident. Equally encouraging was the 
election of Rose Jardine as deputy People’s 
Warden, and that Grace Dawson has agreed to 
be our youth member for our Parish Advisory 
Council.  We also very much appreciate Audrey 
Love, Kim Bienvenue, Ted Hamill and Mary 
Ripley who were acclaimed as members of the 
Council, and all other who serve on this team.  
Immediately following the Vestry, your War-
dens made the following appointments:  Prop-
erty Team Lead - Dave Reid; Treasurer – Sha-
ron Corston; Envelope Secretary – Gloria 
McKay.   

Some 2019 Wintry Words from the Wardens 

           About Visitations 

There have been some situations where people in hospital or St Joseph’s have been missed by 
the pastoral team simply because we have not known they were there. Please inform a member of 
the pastoral team if you know of one of our members in care.  

This also applies to those who are perhaps not specifically in care but are housebound. It is 
best to make these situations known in a phone call, written note or email. Please do not rely on 
us remembering requests from a verbal exchange Sunday morning or during a meeting  

Palms to Ashes 

If you have old palm crosses at home could you kindly return them to 
the church so that they may be burned for Ash Wednesday ashes. Deadline 
is Sunday March 3rd. There will be a basket at the back of the church for 
the crosses.  
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Looking for Sunday Morning Greeters  

Would you like to become a member of our Sunday morning greeters 
team? This is an vital part of the hospitality we extend to parishioners and 
guests as they enter Gathering Table. There is always a team of two greet-
ers each week and we are assigned dates on a rotating schedule to carry 
out this ministry. Please speak to Erminie Reid, one of the greeters or a 

warden if you are interested in joining us. We are definitely short-handed at this time.  Thank you 
for considering this opportunity.    

Gathering Table’s 

Maintenance  as of January 21st 

Church:  228 Pearl Street 

1. Prepare fire Safety Plan 

2. Install  new subfloor and carpet in new en-
trance 

3. Paint walls of new entrance 

4. Locate studs of back wall to determine 
placement of regimental flag holders 

5. Survey / Level hall floor 

6. Install hot water tank to serve front wash-
rooms  

7. Repair kitchen eavestroughs 

8. Redirect downspouts to prevent flow / 
freezing on driveway, sidewalk 

9. Repoint foundation bricks 

10. Paint outside windows 

11. Repair kitchen wall & install vent above 
doorway 

12. Undertake an energy audit 

13. Paint outside doors 

14. Paint office 

15. Install weather stripping – all doors 

16. Arrange solar panel repositioning – 
March / April 

17. Wires on floor of hall – put in box? 

18. Refurbish kitchen doors 

19. Basement and garage cleanup 

Rectory: 213 Cameron Street 

1. Paint front porch 

2. Repair porch window sill(s) 

3. Paint window sills 

4. Paint and reshingle shed 

5. Move side gate & Repair /replace fence 

6. Repair back fence as needed 

7. Various brick pointing 

8. Window replacement – 3rd floor 



4 

Nearly New 

Saturday, May 4th! 
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Endowment Fund 

The following is posted so that everyone is aware of the Endowment Fund balance as at De-
cember 31, 2018. 

Although it is showing the name ‘Church of St John the Evangelist’, the account name has been 
changed to Gathering Table. 

Endowment Fund Committee: Garth O’Neill, Gloria McKay and Sharon Corston 
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Parish Ministries 
Here at Gathering Table, there are many emerging opportunities to serve. Please contact the 

person below if you would like to know more, get some training, or roll up your sleeves and jump 
right in! If you have other gifts you wish to offer, please speak to George or one of the Wardens. 
Thanks! 

Gathering Table Minis-
try Opportunities 

Contact 

Altar/Chancel Guild Marg Boone 345-2184 mboone@tbaytel.net 

Building Maintenance, 
Yard and Gardens 

Dave and Erminie Reid 767-4566 dandereid@shaw.ca 

Camp Gitchigomee Roberta Wolfe 623-2230 wolfe428@shaw.ca 

Care Home Worship 
Gail Clifton 

George Porter 

768-9865 

626-9650 

gailx2@shaw.ca 

porter.george@gmail.com 

Coffee Hour 
Sharon Sparkes 

Erminie Reid 
767-9348 

sparkes@tbaytel.net 

 dandereid@shaw.ca 

Craft Group Brenda Coopman 345 9324 b.coopman@shaw.ca 

Food Cupboard 
Sharon and Dale 
Sparkes 

767-9348 sparkes@tbaytel.net 

Green Team Jim Sutton 622-6263 fsutton@tbaytel.net 

Grace Place George Porter 626-9650 porter.george@gmail.com 

Liturgical Ministries 

(Acolytes, Eucharistic 
Assistants, Greeters, Lay 
Readers, Lectors, Pray-
ers of the People, Sacred 
Dance) 

Erminie Reid 767-4566 dandereid@shaw.ca 

Men’s Breakfast 
Jim Sutton 

Dave Reid 

622-6263 
767-4566 

fsutton@tbaytel.net 

dandereid@shaw.ca 

Music 
Jamie Philp 

Donna Hamill 

621-0944 

577-1794 

jhphilp@gmail.com 

donnahamill@tbaytel.net 

Parish Nursing Michelle Proudfoot 623-8135 drmproudfoot@gmail.com 

Offering Counters Wardens     

Sunday School 
Audrey Love or 

Ellen Teahan 

344-4955 

473-8599 

alove@tbaytel.net 

eteahan@shaw.ca 

Technology Sharon Corston 355-1549 sjcorston@gmail.com 

mailto:mboone@tbaytel.net
mailto:dandereid@shaw.ca
mailto:wolfe428@shaw.ca
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:sparkes@tbaytel.net
mailto:dandereid@shaw.ca
mailto:b.coopman@shaw.ca
mailto:sparkes@tbaytel.net
mailto:fsutton@tbaytel.net
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:dandereid@shaw.ca
mailto:fsutton@tbaytel.net
mailto:dandereid@shaw.ca
mailto:ejriekko@hotmail.com
mailto:donnahamill@tbaytel.net
mailto:drmproudfoot@gmail.com
mailto:alove@tbaytel.net
mailto:eteahan@shaw.ca
mailto:sjcorston@gmail.com
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Port of Thunder Bay 
 
 
 
 

Your contributions are gratefully accepted; 
for additional information contact the Seafar-
ers’ Centre (807) 344-8241.  

Contacts :    The Revd Canon Ed Swayze 
Seafarers' Centre, Suite 450 
100 Main Street 
Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 6R9 

Telephone:  +1 807 344 8241 
Mobile:   +1 807 626 2571 
Local website :  
www.missiontoseafarers.ca/thunderbay 

Opening times :  Mon 1330-1430;  
     Wed 1000-1200 and by   
     appointment. 

PWRDF is the Canadian Anglican re-
sponse for emergency relief, refugees, devel-
opment and justice. And it’s making a differ-
ence in the world. 

PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief and De-
velopment Fund) was proud to be part of a 
coalition of organizations supporting Inter-
national Development Week (Feb.3-
10/2019). Since 1990, Canadians have spent 
one week each year celebrating how Canadian 
aid is making a difference around the world. 
This year, Canada is taking leadership to 
champion gender equality, and the health 
and rights of girls and women. Please pray for 
PWRDF and its partners. 

Recently PWRDF contributed $50,000 
of its Canadian Foodgrains Bank equity to a 
food relief project to support vulnerable fami-
lies in Yemen suffering from extreme hun-
ger. 

This is one of many projects in the world. 
Please visit the website to see the various 
ways in which PWRDF and its partners are 
providing humanitarian aid. 

Donations to PWRDF can be made on 
the website, by special church envelope, EOP 
(electronic offering program), or by phone 1-
866-308-7973.You can also use mail and 
please make cheques payable to PWRDF. The 
address is: 

The Primate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund,  
The Anglican Church of Canada  
80 Hayden Street, Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2 

Linda Rintamaki (rep) 

Continued from Page 1 

It is true, as my friend Gord Johnson sings, ‘into the darkness we must go,’ it’s a journey that 
focuses on allowing God to ‘accomplish in us ... the work of [God’s] salvation, that we may show 
forth [God’s] glory in the world.’ 

For many people this has become an individualized experience focused on what we’re choosing 
to ‘give up for Lent’. To be sure, this is a journey we much each undertake and for which we must 
each assume our own responsibility. At the same time, however, it is a journey we undertake as the  

continued on Page 1 
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Parish Luncheon December 16th 

Craft Group 

The Craft group made up packages of cook-
ies to deliver to our Friends and Neighbours 
who are unable to make it to Church. 

The Craft Group meets on Friday from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Please bring a lunch and 
join us. 
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Accessibility Town Hall January 

20th 

Vestry February 17th 

Wedding December 

8th 

 

 

Technology 

 

 

 

Random 

Service 

Pictures 
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March 2019 

Friday 1 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 2 Games Night 6:00 pm 

Sunday 3 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 
Monday 4  

Tuesday 5 
Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; Shrove Tuesday Supper 5:00-6:30pm; Choir 
practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 6 
Ash Wednesday; Mission to Seafarers Ash Wednesday Eucharist and 
Lunch 12:10 pm; Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 
7:00pm  

Thursday 7 Table Talk 7:00 pm  

Friday 8 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 9 Felting with Frances 9:00am-4:00pm ** 

Sunday 10 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 11 Grace Place 
Tuesday 12 Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 
Wednesday 13 Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 
Thursday 14 Painting 1:00-4:00pm * 

Friday 15 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 16 Felting with Frances 9:00am-4:00pm ** 

Sunday 17 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 18 Advisory Board 7:00pm 

Tuesday 19 
Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp 
Gitchigomee meeting 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 20 
Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Scouts 
Canada meeting 7:00 pm (kitchen) 

Thursday 21 Painting 1:00-4:00pm * 

Friday 22 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 23 Worship Workshop 10:00am-4:00pm 

Sunday 24 10:00am Service; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 25  

Tuesday 26 Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 27 Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 28 Painting 1:00-4:00pm * 

Friday 29 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 30  

Sunday 31 
Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Mission to Seafarers opening of St. 
Lawrence Seaway 

   

 * contact Ellen Teahan at 473-8599 or eteahan@shaw.ca 

 ** contact Frances Sutton at 622-6263 or fsutton@tbaytel.net 
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April 2019 

Monday 1  

Tuesday 2 
Clericus 9:00 am; Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Glacier Ridge 1:30 pm; 
Choir practice 6:00pm  

Wednesday 3 
Mission to Seafarers Board of Directors meeting 10:00 am - Eucharist and 
Lunch 12:10 pm; Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 
7:00pm 

Thursday 4  

Friday 5 
Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm; Mission to Seafarers Symposium 6:15 pm An-
nual Fund-raising Dinner 5:30 pm 

Saturday 6 Decorating Easter Eggs 10:00am-3:00pm * 

Sunday 7 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 8 Grace Place 

Tuesday 9 
Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Painting 1:00-4:00pm **; Choir practice 
6:00pm 

Wednesday 10 Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 11  

Friday 12 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm 

Saturday 13 Decorating Easter Eggs 11:00am-4:00pm * 

Sunday 14 Palm Sunday 10:00am Service; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 15 Advisory Board 7:00pm 

Tuesday 16 
Lenten Bible Study 1:00-3:00pm; Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp Gitchig-
omee meeting 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 17 
Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Scouts Canada 
meeting 7:00 pm (kitchen) 

Thursday 18 Maundy Thursday 

Friday 19 Good Friday 

Saturday 20  

Sunday 21 Easter Sunday 10:00am Service; Sunday School 

Monday 22  

Tuesday 23 Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 24 
Mission to Seafarers lunch12:30 pm - Annual General Meeting1:00 pm; 
short Board of Directors meeting follows; Tai Chi 1:30-2:30pm; Man's Alive 
Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 25  

Friday 26 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm 

Saturday 27  

Sunday 28 
Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard; Accessibility Grand Open-
ing; Mission to Seafarers Meat Orders due 

Monday 29  

Tuesday 30 Choir practice 6:00pm 

   

 * contact Carole-Lee Kostyniuk at 807-475-7770 or kostyniukbc@shaw.ca 

 ** contact Ellen Teahan at  473-8599 or eteahan@shaw.ca 
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May 2019 

Wednesday 1 
Mission to Seafarers Meat Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm - Board of Directors 
meeting (if required) 2:00 pm; Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 
7:00pm 

Thursday 2 Nearly New Set-Up 

Friday 3 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm; Nearly New Set-Up 

Saturday 4 Nearly New Sale 

Sunday 5 
Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Mission to Seafarers Battle of the Atlantic 
Commemoration at the Anchorage at Marina Park 11:45 am (to be confirmed) 

Monday 6  

Tuesday 7 Glacier Ridge 1:30pm; Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 8 
Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Mission to Seafarers 
Meat Orders picked up 

Thursday 9 Synod begins 

Friday 10 Synod continues; Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 11 Synod Ends 

Sunday 12 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard; Mother's Day 

Monday 13 Grace Place 

Tuesday 14 Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 15 
Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; Scouts meeting 
(Kitchen) 7:00pm 

Thursday 16 Table Talk with Pastor George 7:00pm 

Friday 17 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 18  

Sunday 19 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 20 Advisory Board meeting 7:00pm 

Tuesday 21 
Clericus noon-3:00pm; Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp Gitchigomee meeting 
7:00pm 

Wednesday 22 Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm 

Thursday 23 Table Talk with Pastor George 7:00pm 

Friday 24 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm  

Saturday 25  

Sunday 26 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard  

Monday 27 Memorial Day; Mission to Seafarers: Canada conference in Thunder Bay 

Tuesday 28 Choir practice 6:00pm; Mission to Seafarers: Canada conference in Thunder Bay 

Wednesday 29 
Tai Chi 1:30pm; 7:00pm Man's Alive Men's Bible Study; Mission to Seafarers: 
Canada conference in Thunder Bay 

Thursday 30 
Table Talk with Pastor George 7:00pm; Mission to Seafarers: Canada conference 
in Thunder Bay 

Friday 31 
Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm; Mission to Seafarers: Canada conference in 
Thunder Bay 
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June 2019 

Saturday 1  

Sunday 2 Gathering Table 1 year Celebration Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Monday 3  

Tuesday 4 Glacier Ridge 1:30pm; Choir Practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 5 
Mission to Seafarers Eucharist and Lunch 12:10 pm; Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive 
Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 6 Craft Group 10:00am-1:00pm 

Friday 7  

Saturday 8  

Sunday 9 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 10 Grace Place 

Tuesday 11 Choir practice 6:00pm 

Wednesday 12 Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 13 Table Talk with Pastor George 7:00pm 

Friday 14  

Saturday 15  

Sunday 16 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Father's Day 

Monday 17 Advisory Board meeting 7:00pm 

Tuesday 18 Choir practice 6:00pm; Camp Gitchigomee meeting 7:00pm 

Wednesday 19 
Tai Chi 1:30pm; ALG Meeting 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00pm; 
Scouts meeting 7:00pm (kitchen) 

Thursday 20 7:00pm Table Talk with Pastor George 

Friday 21  

Saturday 22 
Mission to Seafarers Blessing of the Fleet at the Royal Canadian Navy Pier - Pier 
3, Prince Arthur's Landing Marina Park 10:30 am 

Sunday 23 Service 10:00am; Sunday School; Food Cupboard 

Monday 24  

Tuesday 25 Choir practice 6:00pm; Mission to Seafarers International Day of the Seafarer 

Wednesday 26 Tai Chi 1:30pm; Man's Alive Men's Bible Study 7:00 pm 

Thursday 27  

Friday 28  

Saturday 29  

Sunday 30 Service 10:00am; Sunday School 

Continued from Page 7 

community of God’s beloved. Lent involves both solitude and solidarity.  

The focus isn’t on our sacrifices, but the sacrifice of Christ by which we are drawn into the new 
and abundant life of God’s people: ‘By the cross and passion of your Son, our Lord, bring us with 
all your saints to the joy of his resurrection’ – a resurrection which is but a foretaste and first fruit 
of the promised new [renewed] creation. In the biblical images, this life, gushing from our inmost 
being, is a river of life free to all the Creator’s creatures, and life, not death, is the last word and 
the destiny to which our lenten journey aims. 

Godspeed. George+ 
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228 Pearl Street 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4 

Phone:  807-345-6898 Hall: 807-345-6088 
E-mail:  office@gatheringtable.ca Web:gatheringtable.ca 
Facebook: Gathering Table 
 
Service Time:   Sunday at 10:00 am 
Food Bank Open:   2nd and 4th Sundays starting at 11:30 am 

Pastor:  The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 
Phone:  626-9650 
Mobile:  355-5454 
Email:  porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant:  The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone:  768-9865 

Honorary Assistant:  The Rev. David Knudson, M.Div. 
Phone:  473-0994 
Mobile:  633-4761 

Lay Readers: Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,  
 Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton 
 Frances Bennett-Sutton 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Rose Jardine 

Co – Music Directors:  Jamie Philp (Organist) and Donna Hamill (Pianist) 

mailto:porter.george@gmail.com

