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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 
 

 
 
 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Officiating: Rose Jardine 
Preaching: Richard Pepper 

 
July 25, 2021                                                               10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; relationship with the land is 
at the centre of life and spirituality. We are 
gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
Music Before the Liturgy:  The Lorica  
         sung by Steve Bell 
     
 

A great prophet has arisen among us! 
God has visited his people!  

Luke 7.16 
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Opening Music:  You’re My Rock of Refuge   
       written by Gary Sadler,  
included on 2015 Hosanna Music’s Rock of Refuge CD 
 
Gathering of the Community   BAS Page 47 
 
Presider:  Lord, open our lips, 
All: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Presider:  O God, make speed to save us. 
All:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
All:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord is our refuge and strength: 
O come, let us worship.  
 
Canticle 21 God’s Plan of Salvation      BAS page 91 
            Ephesians 1. 3-7 
Blessed be the God and Father 
Of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who has blessed us in Christ 
With all the spiritual blessings of heaven. 
 
God chose us in Christ 
Before the world was made 
To be holy and blameless, 
And to live by his love in his presence. 
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God planned through Jess Christ 
To bring us to himself as his children, 
That we might praise the glory of his grace, 
His free gift to us in the beloved. 
 
In Christ we gain redemption, 
Through his blood our sins are forgiven. 
How rich is the grace of God! 
 
The Lord is our Refuge and strength: 
 O come, let us worship. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from The Book of 
Acts 8:  26 – 40 
           Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 

27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 

28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 

29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot 
and join it.” 
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30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 

31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 

32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a 
lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 
mouth. 

33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the 
earth.” 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 

35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. 

36As they were going along the road, they came to some 
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is 
to prevent me from being baptized?” 

38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. 
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39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 
and went on his way rejoicing. 

40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news 
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 22:  24 - 31 

24For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the 
afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, but heard when 
I cried to him. 
 

25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my 
vows I will pay before those who fear him.    
 

26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him 
shall praise the LORD.  May your hearts live forever! 
 

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the LORD;  and all the families of the nations shall worship 
before him 
 

28For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the 
nations. 
 

29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow 
down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
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and I shall live for him. 

 

30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told 
about the Lord, 
 
31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying that he has done it. 

Second Reading is from The First Book of John 
1 John 4:  7 – 21 
 
God Is Love 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 

9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 

10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 

12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. 
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14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the Savior of the world. 

15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. 

16So we have known and believe the love that God has for 
us.  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. 

17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so 
are we in this world. 

18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 

19We love because he first loved us. 

20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. 

21The commandment we have from him is this: those who 
love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
A Gradual:   Everything Cries Holy  
      written by Leonard Dillon, 
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   sung by Robin Monk on We Are Worship 2015  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John 15:1 - 8 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
A Sermon:   Richard 
 
A time of silence for reflection: 
 
 Affirmation of Faith: 
 
Let us confess the faith in these words: 
 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
 his is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
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Collect of The Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy, that 
with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the 
things eternal;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.   Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
  
Ionian Prayer: In every prayer there will be a time of 
silence in which to add the names of those who are on your 
heart. Following the silent or spoken prayers, we move on 
to a new invitation. 
 
Loving God, We hold in your healing presence those who 
suffer pain and ill health:  
Michelle, Betty, Dale……………(add your names) …..    
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
all know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who 
suffer in mind and spirit: families of the children buried in 
mass graves across this land; people displaced by wild 
fires; ….add names………………………………………..  
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
all  know the deep peace of Christ. 
 



Page 11 of 18 

Loving God, we hold in your healing presence the suffering 
people of our world, and the places where people are 
experiencing hurt and division, including places of hurt 
and division in our own lives and our relationships: 
families of people who continue to succumb to Covid 19, 
especially those without access to vaccine and other 
healthcare; families and friends of the Missing and 
Murdered Women and Children of the Indigenous 
peoples; ……………..  add names …………… 
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
all know the deep peace of Christ. 
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence those who 
need wisdom for their next steps:  especially the leaders of 
our nations: Prime Minister Trudeau, Governor General-
in waiting Simon, Premiere Ford; Assembly of First 
Nations National Chief Archibald, Fort William First 
Nation Chief Collins, Kiashke Saaging Anishinaabek Chief 
King, and Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinababek Chief 
Nelson. Protect the people, Lord……add names ………… 
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
all know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold your healing presence those people 
and situations that seem broken and beyond repair: 
protect and guide those who continue to search for mass 
and unmarked graves at Indian Residential School sites 
across the country; Guide the Thunder Bay City Council 
during difficult economic times flowing from the Covid 
Pandemic……………add names………………………….   
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
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all know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Loving God, we hold in your healing presence and peace 
those whose needs are not known to us, but who are 
known by you; and those for whom we have been asked to 
pray. We name in our heart those who are close to us. 
………….add names……….  
May they know the deep peace of Christ. May we 
all know the deep peace of Christ.  
 
Glory to God, from whom all love flows, glory to 
Jesus who showed his love through his suffering, 
and glory to the Holy Spirit who brings light to the 
darkest places.    Amen. 
 

Let us continue in prayer together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
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name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever.       Amen. 
 
A Blessing   
Lord God, we rejoice in your greatness and power, 
your gentleness and love, your mercy and justice. 
Enable us by your Spirit to honour you in our 
thoughts, and words and actions, and to serve you 
in every aspect of our lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
Closing Music:   Be Thou My Vision  
     

Dismissal  
Alleluia! Let us go forth to be Christ’s Body here on earth. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Readings for Tenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Exodus 16:  2 – 4, 9 - 15 Psalm 78:  23 - 29 
Ephesians 4:  1 - 16      John 15:  1 - 8 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
  The Scottish Episcopal Church 
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Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Most Rev. Greg Kerr-Wilson,    
   Archbishop and the clergy and people of the  
   Diocese of Calgary 
ELCIC   Rev. Prema Samuel, Assistant to the bishop  
   and the staff of the Synod of Alberta and the  
   Territories  
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  Our 
Territorial Archdeacons, Regional Deans, and Lay Deanery 
Officials in support of their ongoing responsibilities within 
the deaneries and to the Executive Committee of the 
Diocese. 
 
Pray for all members of our Executive Committee as they 
contemplate and deliberate over matters for the well-being 
of the entire diocese. 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Al and Jessica Lauzon, and Madelynn and Rosalie, Doris 
Loon, Neil and Audrey Love, Paul Love. Kim MacDougall, 
Monica MacKay, Jessica and Murray MacRae, Gabriel, 
Ellie, Gavin and Isobel, David Marler, Jean McAlpine-
Marler, Brock and Gail Marshall, Doris Marshall, Ian and 
Virginia McEwen, and Rory and Toby, Gloria McKay, 
Donald and Elaine McKinnon, Joanne McMahon, Geoff 
and Katariina Medwid, Robert, Peter and Lillianna,  
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Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

 A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

God isn’t looking for people of great faith, 
But individuals ready to follow HIM. 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we look forward to a time when we can 
meet safely in person, here are some thighs to remember 

The building will remain essentially closed until further 
notice, though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings must either be 
postponed or conducted by means of various internet 
tools. 

The Food Cupboard will operate every second and fourth 
Sunday of the month in its present modified format. No 
emergency food parcels will be distributed during this 
time. 

Pastoral visitation is still limited. In emergency situations 
please call the office or the Rectory. We realize that, 
despite the focus on this crisis and the cutting back on 
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medical and social services, other things still go on – and 
some things get worse. Isolation is hard for many people 
for different reasons, not only physically, but relationally, 
emotionally and spiritually. We want to do what we can to 
help. 

Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those who 
must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: medical 
personnel, emergency responders, those who deal with the 
dead and their families, those who keep vital services 
operating, and those mostly unseen people who enable 
these others to keep going. 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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Gathering Table 
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”     Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
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