
  

From the Happy Gardeners 
To begin - Thank you dear Lord for providing 
the refreshing, rejuvenating rain these past 
couple of weeks. What a difference it has 
made for all who garden - whether flowers or 
vegetables. Also, thank you to whomever sur-
prised us with the addition of two very pretty 
painted rocks in the front flower bed nearest 
the sidewalk. The colours go perfectly with the 
surrounding Impatients. 

The team continues with what one member 
called the “plant demolition” in the gardens. 
False spirea and wild bluebells, with roots 
that must be first cousins to parsnips, along 
with other invasive plants are disappearing. It 
is a joy to find small hostas, coral bells and 
white astilbe hiding underneath. Yellow clover 
also likes the new found daylight (sigh). We 
have filled approximately 35 paper compost 
bags and have a pile of brush from trimmed 
trees and bushes. 

This week I contacted Hydro with a request to 
cut branches from the trees along our fence 
line as they are interfering with the overhead 
wires which connect to the church. We should 
receive a reply within ten days. 

Continued thanks to Sheila Douglas, Sheila 
Chisholm, Anne Strand and Margaret Cousins 
for their dedication,  and to John from across 
the road who asked if he could help from time 
to time and to the lawn cutters who keep it 
looking so tidy. The resulting appearance out-
side is more rewarding each week.  

Drop by the church anytime to have a look. It 
is your garden away from home. 

 

Erminie 

August 2020 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

From one of my favourite REM songs this 
fragment of a lyric comes to 
mind: ‘September’s coming 
soon’. Even in the midst of 
COVID realities it has felt to 
me like summer’s flying past.  
Nevertheless, this time of not 
being physically gathering has 
been difficult for most of us 
and has often felt like a very 
long time.  

Traditionally, September 
represents a change of season 
and, in our society, transition-
ing to a different routine. 
Normally we hear a lot about 
school shopping and grabbing 
the final days of sun before 
contemplating closing up 
camps. This year, September 
also looks like the event hori-
zon for us to ‘re-open’ our 
church buildings for re-
gathering. 

I know that many things in the community 
are already moving through these re-opening 
stages. For many of us, it has been hard hold-
ing back on gathering around tables for wor-
ship, meetings and ‘fellowship’. This hasn’t 
been, however, what is often said of the church 
– that we are lagging behind the rest of the 
world, as expressed in the parody ‘Like a 
mighty Tortoise moves the church of God/
Brothers {Sisters] we are treading where we’ve 
always trod.’ We are not  playing catch-up. 

Our movement has been deliberately cau-
tious and intentionally slower because we be-
lieve concern for others takes priority over our 
natural desire to plunge ahead full steam. 
Most of us have had – perhaps still have – im-
ages in mind of a joyous family reunion, with 
laughing and singing and feasting. We’ve been 
a bit slower to realise that these imaginings are 
more unrealistic fantasies, and that what lies 
ahead is a challenging process. What lies 
ahead will not a sudden dive into the way  

 

things were, as much as that is often perceived as 
the Anglican way.   

Instead, we are looking at grad-
ually moving into returning to 
the new reality. The COVID 
pandemic has changed us, and 
it will continue to change us, 
for some time yet to come. We 
are beginning to hear from 
Archbishop Anne and other di-
ocesan leaders about the steps 
that will be necessary to more 
safely move through this reo-
pening in ways that are respect-
ful and responsible  - ways that 
call us to walk in the way of Je-
sus as the ancient hymn quoted 
in the Letter to the Philippians 
says: ‘Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but 
in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in human like-
ness.  And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.’ 

This is not meant to be a gloom and doom, 
‘rain on the parade’, sort of thing. Rather it is a 
gospel sort of thing. The God who leads us into 
a relationship of love where we carry the name 
‘Beloved’ calls us at the same time – insepara-
bly – to recognise one another as the beloved. 
We could, as we move through these phases, 
focus on what we can’t do yet, but we are 
called to focus on what we can do, confident 
as the unknown future unfolds, and we ‘make 
the road by walking’, we don’t walk alone. As 
the old prayer asks God to ‘Prevent us’ – ‘Go 
before us’ – in all that we do, we are reminded 
that this same God also walks with us – ‘at our  
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Isn’t this summer lovely?  We hope every-

one is enjoying it, while staying safe.  The 
number of Covid-19 cases in Thunder Bay are 
quite low, but as the province moves into 
phase 3 opening, it will be just as important for 
us all to continue best practices: regular hand-
washing, physical distancing, and wearing a 
mask.  

It will be really good to worship in our 
building once again – and hopefully in Sep-
tember.  The Diocese has prepared an initial 
list of 10 things we need to consider before this 
happens; Please see https://
www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2020/07/14/
getting-started-preparing-to-re-open-our-
buildings/.  We also expect to soon receive 
more detailed Diocesan direction for reopen-
ing.  Our next Parish Advisory Council meeting 
will pretty much be devoted to discussing the 
“how-to’s”.  Of course, once we have things 

sorted out, we will be letting everyone know 
the plans – but very likely, making adjust-
ments to the plans will be necessary. 

As you are probably aware, we are carrying 
on with our on-line worship services through 
our website, Facebook and on YouTube, and 
encourage everyone to tune in as you may have 
internet access to do so.   

Various ministries are also carrying on: our 
food cupboard team; our garden and grounds 
crews; our prayer chain; readers and counters; 
finance, Altar Guild, Tech and Camp Gitchig-
omee property teams, and others we have 
probably missed!  Thanks to all for your con-
tinued faithfulness. 

Blessings on the rest of your summer. 

Your Servants 

Marg, Marjorie, Sheila, Jim 

August 2020 Warden’s Notes 

From Your Pastor continued 

very elbow’, as the Apostle wrote. In the Irish blessing God is all around us as we move forward, loving 
one another, into a return which often feels like a return from exile.  As the Hebrew people long ago re-
turned to the promised land from their exile, the promised land didn’t look like it did before. Some things 
were obviously the same, but many things had to be rebuilt, refashioned and readjusted. Our return will re-
quire much patience, persistence and commitment of us all. It will call us further from the tendency of 
churches in general to be spectators to being active participants in what God is doing and where God is 
leading us.  

Far from being a ‘rain on the parade’ it is more a matter of rain on a dry and thirsty land – on 
ground awaiting new life to emerge. It will most likely be a more gentle and subtle process than 
we might imagine and yet it will be a fruitful and joyful re-gathering. September really is coming 
soon. 

Godspeed.  

George+  
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Gathering Table Food      

Cupboard 

What you do to the least you do to me 
(Mt.25:40). 

Last week Gathering Table Food Cupboard 
moved a little closer to normal operations. Re-
stored support from RFDA has increased the 
diversity of our distribution supplies. 

A huge “thank you” to all who have provid-
ed continuing and new support to GTFC.  Sup-
port through Gathering Table’s Electronic Of-
fering Program, from Hilldale and Our Saviour 
Lutheran Churches and St. George’s Anglican 
Church, plus support from several individuals 
outside our GT community have made unex-
pected but timely and welcomed donations. 
Some GT members have remembered their 
plate donations and have dropped off their do-
nations at the church mailbox or office. Con-
tinuing support by GT’s volunteer re-
packagers, buyers, receivers and distributors 
make the community work efficiently in mis-
sion. Thanks to all. 

VOLUNTEERS: Gathering Table’s Food 
Cupboard is a mission of the congregation of 
GT and without volunteer support from GT it 
cannot exist. We have many volunteers who 
are doing valued work. As with all organiza-
tions volunteers come and go. GTFC needs a 
few more committed and dependable volun-
teers for Friday morning receiving and for 
Sunday distribution. This work is scheduled, 
and it is performed within the Thunder Bay 
District Health Unit’s guidelines. Twice a 
month on Friday, between 9:30am and Noon 
we receive and store the RFDA food delivery 
and do other small prep-work to get ready for 
the following Sunday. On Sunday, from 
11:00am to 12:15pm volunteers participate in 
checking in clients and distribution of food. If 
you wish to volunteer once or twice a month 
for either of these operations, please contact 
either Sharon or Dale Sparkes.    

Submitted by:  

Dale 
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The newly formed prayer chain has been 
active for three months now.  

We have 22 people connected by email who 
are diligently praying for the many needs that 
have arisen.  

If you would like to be a part of the prayer 
chain or have any requests that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain, please contact: 

Sheila Chisholm at 

 chisholmsheilak@gmail.com  

or text or phone 306-240-0771.  

All prayer requests will be confidential and 
if you are asking for prayer for someone other 
than yourself, please obtain prior permission.  

Sheila Chisholm 

Treasurer’s 

Note 
 
 
 
 
 

The Archbishop recently asked the Corpo-
rate Team if we could sustain a full-time in-
cumbent for five years. We said we felt we 
could along as we had the financial support of 
the parish. 

It is something each of us have to prayerful-
ly consider. The church doors will be opening 
soon. With the doors opening there will be in-
creased costs for mandated cleaning protocols, 
etc. 

I report that we continue to be in a negative 
position at the end of each month. I will have 
the six month financials posted in the next 
newsletter. 

Sharon Corston, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact me if: 

• someone is in need of a prayer shawls; 

• you are interested in knitting prayer 
shawls; or 

• you would like to make a donation to 
buy more wool. Our prayer shawl funds 
are getting low and we would appreci-
ate this help. 

Gloria McKay 
Prayer Shawl Team Leader 
g.mckay@shaw.ca 
807-344-0575 

Concurrence Committee    

Update 

We are pleased to inform you that the Par-
ish Profile was accepted with pleasure by Arch-
bishop Anne at the beginning of April with no 
revisions.  However, COVID - 19 put a halt to 
any further developments at that time. 

We will inform you when we receive further 
instructions in this process.  

Please uphold in prayer the Diocesan search 
committee and for the person who will be 
moved by this profile to be our next incumbent. 

 

Erminie Reid, Chair 

Kim Bienvenue, Ted Hamill, Brenda O’Neill, Gail 

Pell, Dale Sparkes, Jim Sutton.  

mailto:g.mckay@shaw.ca
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Reminder about  

Visitations: 

Pastoral care visits will be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or 
the Rectory if such a situation arises.  Tele-
phone prayer ministry will be ongoing. 

Offering Options 

At this time when Sunday worship services 
have been suspended, we are providing a num-
ber of ways that you can continue to financially 
support our mission and ministries at Gather-
ing Table.  Of course, these methods are unnec-
essary for parishioners currently using the 
Electronic Offering Program (EOP).  But if you 
wish to begin the EOP or modify your existing 
EOP, please contact the Diocesan office at:   
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/about-the-
diocese-of-agloma/electronic-offering-
programme/. 

1. Drop it off at the church office at 228 Pearl 
St.  Office hours are Tuesday to Thursday 
10 – 2 and Friday 8 – 12 noon. Just buzz 
the door, identify yourself, and the door will 
be unlocked.  Give it to Roberta or Sharon, 
who will record the offering. 

2. Mail it in to:  Gathering Table, 228 Pearl 
St., Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4.  Please en-
sure to not mail cash. 

3. Send an e-transfer by setting up a profile 
with your own financial institution, indicate 
the recipient is Gathering Table church, 
and use the church email address of of-
fice@gatheringtable.ca Use the security 
question “What is the first name of our Pas-
tor?” (answer: George) In the message box, 
please include your envelope number or 
mailing address, and the Sunday date you 
wish the offering to be applied.  For exam-
ple:  

 

 

 

With appreciation,  

Marg, Marjorie, Sheila, Jim 

Envelope No:   999   
for 

Sunday, March 22, 
2020 

Needed for September   

Opening 

The Technology Team needs a couple of 
volunteers to help out starting in September. 

The two work stations have been as physi-
cally distanced as possible.  

What is needed is someone to help with the 
powerpoint. For more information, please con-
tact :  

Sharon Corston at 355-1549 or 

sjccorston@gmail.com 

Divine Light by David Reid 
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Zoon Coffee 

cancelled for 

August 
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228 Pearl Street 
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 1E4 

Phone:  807-345-6898 Hall: 807-345-6088 
E-mail:  office@gatheringtable.ca Web: gatheringtable.ca 
Facebook: Gathering Table 
 
Service Time:   Sunday at 10:00 am 
Food Bank Open:   2nd and 4th Sundays starting at 11:30 am 

Pastor:  The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 
Phone:  626-9650 
Mobile:  355-5454 
Email:  porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant:  The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone:  768-9865 

Lay Readers: Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim Bienvenue,  
 Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill , Jim Sutton and 
 Frances Bennett-Sutton 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 

Co – Music Directors:  Vacant (Organist) and Donna Hamill (Pianist) 

Keep in Touch 
Watch our Sunday Service during the Covid-19 crisis at: 

http://gatheringtable.ca/services/ and clock on Streamspot. 

New LED lights make the stained glass  

pop at the front of the church 

mailto:porter.george@gmail.com

