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Gathering Table 
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in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

 
 

 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Liturgy of the Word for  
National Indigenous People’s Day 

 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Officiating & Preaching 

The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 
 

June 20, 2021                      ..                                 10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; relationship with the land is 
at the centre of life and spirituality. We are 
gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
Music before the Liturgy:  Megwetch Kichi-Manitou 
 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God: 
And the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Psalm 19:1 
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Opening Music:   Sacred Assembly 
 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. 
 
In the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect for Purity – BAS page 185 
 
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   and the love of God, 
   and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
   be with you all. 
All:   And also with you. 
 
Presider: Almighty God, 
All    to you all hearts are open, 
   all desires known, 
   and from you no secrets are hidden. 
   Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
   that we may perfectly love you, 
   and worthily magnify your holy name; 
   through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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9 A Song from Ezekiel –    BAS page 80 
        Ezekiel 36.24–28 
I will take you from the nations, 
and gather you from every country, 
and bring you home to your own land. 
 
I will pour clean water upon you, 
purify you from all defilement, 
and cleanse you from all your idols. 
 
A new heart I will give you, 
and put a new spirit within you; 
 
I will take from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. 
 
I will put my spirit within you, 
make you walk in my ways 
and observe my decrees. 
 
You shall dwell in the land 
I gave to your forebears; 
you shall be my people 
and I will be your God. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from  
Isaiah 40:  25 – 31 
 

25 To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? 
says the Holy One. 
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26 Lift up your eyes on high and see:  Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling 
them all by name;  because he is great in strength, mighty 
in power, not one is missing. 
 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way 
is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by 
my God”? 
 

28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The LORD is 
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  
He does not faint or grow weary;  his understanding is 
unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the 
powerless. 
30 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will 
fall exhausted; 
 

31 but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 

This is The Word of The Lord 
Thanks Be To God 

Psalm 19 
God’s Glory in Creation and the Law 

To the leader. A Psalm of David. 

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the 
firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
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2 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge. 
 

3 There is no speech, nor are there words;  their voice is not 
heard; 
 

4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world.  In the heavens he has set a 
tent for the sun, 
 

5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding 
canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to 
the end of them;  and nothing is hid from its heat. 
 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;  the 
decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple; 
 

8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the 
eyes; 
 

9 the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever;  the 
ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 
gold;  sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the 
honeycomb. 
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11 Moreover by them is your servant warned;  in keeping 
them there is great reward. 
 

12 But who can detect their errors?  Clear me from hidden 
faults. 
 

13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let 
them have dominion over me.  Then I shall be blameless, 
and innocent of great transgression. 
 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my 
redeemer 
 
Second Reading is from  
Philippians 4:  4 – 9 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice 

5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 

6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8 Finally, beloved whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
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there is anything worthy of praise, think about  these 
things. 

9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

This is The Word of The Lord 
Thanks Be To God 

A Gradual:   Praise the Father, Praise the Son 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John 1:  1 - 18 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon: George 
 
Time for Reflection:   
   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
The Affirmation of Faith 
Let us confess our faith in these words: 
 
Hear, O Israel –      BAS page 53 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
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with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite 
in mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to God’s 
presence. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 



Page 10 of 16 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect for the Day  

Creator God, from you every family in heaven and 
earth takes its name.  You have rooted and 
grounded us in your covenant love, and 
empowered us by your spirit to speak the truth in 
love, and to walk in your way towards justice and 
wholeness.  Mercifully grant that your people, 
journeying together in partnership, may be 
strengthened and guided to help one another to 
grown into the full stature of Christ, who is our 
light and our life.   Amen 

Prayers of the People 

 
And now, we give you thanks especially for our human 
fathers, grandfathers and those who are,  or who have been 
father-figures, in our lives. And we join in the prayer our 
Saviour Christ has taught us, boldly saying: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive  us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
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ever and ever.       Amen. 
 
Blessing  
Peace to all creatures today. Peace in our lives, in our 
hearts and in our minds. Peace in our relationships. Peace 
with our friends and with our familes. Peace where we live, 
where we work, where we worship. Peace with our 
ancestors. Peace with our faith, our hopes and dreams, 
peace like a path into our future. Peace in our times of 
resting and peace in the time of our waiting. Peace 
between us and the Earth. Peace between us and heaven. 
Peace in our vision, the vision of our past and the vision of 
what is to come. Peace in what we plan, what we need, 
what we expect. Peace at all times and in all ways. A true 
blessing of peace –not just a few words, but an infusion of 
peace, an embrace of peace, peace we can feel like a breeze 
passing over us: peace to all creatures today. 
                                      (Based on words from the  
      Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston) 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Music:   Beautiful Saviour 
 
Dismissal; 
 
Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord, our Creator. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Readings for Fifth Sunday After Pentecost  
2 Samuel 1:  1, 17 - 27                                 Psalm 130 
2 Corinthians 8:  7 - 15                                 Mark 5:  21 – 43 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
   The Church of North India (United  
 

Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC    The Provincial Synod of the    
    Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert’s Land 
ELCIC/ACC  The National Indigenous Day of Prayer:  
    for healing and reconciliation between  
    Indigenous and non-indigenous peoples. 
 

Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Charles Suganaqueb, Jim and Frances Sutton, Ellen 
Teahan, Violet Thomson, Bob and Marjorie Tutkaluk, 
Duncan Twance, Elroy Ulmer, Robert Vienneau, Terry 
Wade, Dan and Val Walter, Elaine Waring, Barbara 
Warwick, Elizabeth Whalley, and Jim, Carl and Roberta 
Wolfe, Michael Wolfe and Heidi Dreher-Wolfe, Makayla 
and Riley, Anne Zale 
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

There are somethings you can only learn in a storm 
 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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 Its Parish Garden Time, the work is so divine. 
 
We hope you could join us soon, we’re there from 10 to 
noon.  It’s where friends can safely meet, and the fresh air 
is so sweet.  The more hands the merrier, so the gardening 
is not heavier.  One morning a week, is all that we seek. 
Please give us a call and we will get back to you all. 
 
Erminie Reid - 767 – 4566        Sheila Douglas - 344 - 9095 
 
 Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

 The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

 The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 



Page 15 of 16 

during this time.   

 Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

 Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
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Gathering Table 
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

