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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

 
 

 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating & Preaching 
The Rev’d George Porter, DPhil   

 
Liturgy of the Word for the Feast of the Holy Trinity 

 
May 30, 2021                                                               10:00 a.m. 
 

WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
 
Music before the Sentence:  Lord of the Starfields 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.  Isaiah 6.3 

 
 

Opening Music:  Holy, Holy, Holy 
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God’s love has been poured into our hearts. We dwell in 
God and God in us. Give thanks to the Lord and call upon 
the name of the Lord; make the Lord’s deed known amon 
the peoples.  
 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God almighty, who 
was and is and is to come! 
 
Blessed be the name of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity  - 
         Page 185 BAS 
Almighty God, 
 to you all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from you no secrets are hidden. 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name; 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
And we continue in prayer, saying: 
 
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
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live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever. 
 
Canticle: The Jubilate     BAS - page 49 
          Psalm 100 
 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
 serve the Lord with gladness 
 and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
 go into his courts with praise;  
 give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
 his mercy is everlasting;  
 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

First Reading is from The Book of 
Isaiah 6:  1 – 8 
 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on 
a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 
temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had 
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six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one 
called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory." The pivots on 
the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am 
lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts!" Then one of the seraphs flew to me, 
holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 
a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 
 

                                     
This is the Word of The Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 29 
 
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory 
and strength. 
 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness.  
 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory 
thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the 
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Lord is a voice of splendour.  
 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord 
breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon 
like a young wild ox.  
 
The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of 
the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the 
wilderness of Kadesh. 
 
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the forests bare. 
 
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, "Glory!"  
 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits 
enthroned as king for evermore. 
 
The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall 
give his people the blessing of peace.  

Second Reading is from The Letter of Paul to the  

Romans 8:  12 – 17 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For 
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you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
"Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ - if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with 
him. 

   This is The Word of The Lord 
Thanks Be To God 

A Gradual:   All People that on Earth Do Dwell 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
John 3:  1 - 17 
 
  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
    The Gospel of Christ. 
  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  George 
 
Time for silent Reflection:   Everything Cried Holy 
    
Affirmation of Faith  -     BAS Page 188-189 
 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed  
         
All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
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of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
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He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.             Amen. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite 
in mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to God’s 
presence. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 



Page 10 of 20 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect for Trinity Sunday 

Father, we praise you:  through your Word and 
Holy Spirit you created all things.  You reveal your 
salvation in all the world by sending to us Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh.  Through your Holy 
Spirit you give us a share in your life and love. 
Fill us with the vision of your glory, that we may 
always serve and praise you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.      Amen 

Prayers of the People 

Litany 6      BAS - pages 115-116 
 
(As we stand in God’s presence, let us pray to the Lord, 
saying, 
“Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
For the whole People of God, that each one may be a true 
and faithful servant of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those drawing near to the light of faith, that the Lord 
will bring them to true knowledge of himself, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our families and friends, that the Lord will give them 
joy and satisfaction in all that they do, let us pray to the  
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Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are lonely, sick, hungry, persecuted, or 
ignored, that the Lord will comfort and sustain them, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our country, that the Lord will help us to contribute to 
its true growth and well-being, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the whole human family, that we may live together in 
justice and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say,   
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive  us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.       Amen. 
 
Blessing 
May God the Holy Trinity make us strong in faith and love.  
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May God the Holy Trinity guide us in all truth and peace.  
May God the Holy Trinity defend us on every side.  
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Music:   Praise the Father, Praise the Son 
 

Dismissal:   Alleluia! Let us go forth carrying God’s 
blessing to our world. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Readings for The Second Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 3:  8 - 15                                 Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 4:  13 – 5:1                                 Mark 3:  20 - 35 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
   La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Rt. Rev. Andrew Asbil, Bishop; The Rt.  
   Rev. Kevin Robertson, Suffragan Bishop; The 
   Rt. Rev. Riscylla Shaw, Suffragan Bishop,  
   and the clergy and people of the Diocese of  
   Toronto 
ELCIC   The Lutheran Collegiate Bible Institute in  
   Outlook Saskatchewan 
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Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
David Marler Jean McAlpine-Marler, Brock and Gail 
Marshall, Doris Marshall, Ian and Virginia McEwen, and 
Rory and Toby, Gloria McKay, Donald and Elaine 
McKinnon, Joanne McMahon, Geoff and Katariina 
Medwid, Robert, Peter and Lillianna, Janis Medwid, 
Arlene Meservier, Carl and Elizabeth Mickelson, Adrienne 
Morris, Tom and Dora Morris, Charles and Marion Morris, 
Rosalie Hardisty Morris, Mark Myers,  
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

The only love triangle that works is: 
The Holy Trinity 

 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

 The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

 The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

 Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

 Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/


Page 16 of 20 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers at Gathering Table: 
 
In the natural course of the seasons, we are morphing into 
a season of warmer weather, blooming flowers and the 
greening of the earth. I know people are anxious to get to 
camps and summer activities. 
 I had hoped to write to you about in-person re-
gathering in time for our anniversary as Gathering Table. 
In what has ‘unnaturally’ become an even longer season of 
pandemic realities, however, it seems unlikely that the 
current situation, and protocols that it necessitates, will 
change over the next few weeks.  
 I realise that this means even more time of not 
gathering in-person. It means that the difficult times and 
hardships of this prolonged ‘un-natural season’ will face us 
for an unpredictable while longer.  
 Most of us, I think, feel the strain of these times in our 
own ways. As it is frequently observed: ‘We aren’t all in the 
same boat. We are all in the same storm, but our boats are 
all different.’ Today, I’m thinking especially of three 
groups for whom this is probably particularly difficult 
right now. 
 The first group is young people – particularly students 
(as well as their families and teachers)– for whom the 
realities of school and relative isolation remain stressful. 
Normal end-of-the-year school events can appear 
‘abnormal’. The celebrations of life-events have been – and 
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will continue to be for some time – very different, perhaps 
even unrecognisable. Moving from grade to grade, and 
particularly graduating, under these circumstances can 
even feel a bit anticlimactic. 
 Summer camps are again ‘on hold’ for children and 
young people. I know that many of them – and not a few 
adults! – will be disappointed about not being able to 
participate as campers or staff.  
 As a community of faith, can we hold them with 
special intention in our loving thoughts and faithful 
prayers?   
 Can we also hold with special intentions others for 
whom this prolonged time of isolation has been extremely 
difficult: those who live alone or in various kinds of care 
homes? We have many people in our midst – and still 
more in our neighbourhoods – who live single lives. Still 
others live in various care facilities, or are in hospital. 
While these people are surrounded by caregivers and other 
residents, visiting by family and friends is almost 
impossible.  
 Finally, I am thinking of a third group: those who 
mourn the loss of family members or friends. I know that 
Nancy and I have experienced such losses, as have so 
many others. I had hoped that we would be able to gather 
around the Eucharistic Table to remember them in a time 
of special worship, or as part of our anniversary 
commemorations. Barring unforeseen, sudden changes, 
this is also unlikely to happen.  
 Nevertheless, as we gather even virtually in whatever 
way we can to mark our parish anniversary, I would still 
like to include prayers of remembrance and thanksgiving 
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for as many of those who have died during the past couple 
of years. This doesn’t mean only those who were 
parishioners, but also others we have known and loved – 
the ‘extended family’ of our parish family.  In addition to 
holding these with special intention, would you send a 
note or an email – or make a call – to the church office 
with the names of those you would like to be included in 
these special prayers of remembrance and thanksgiving? 
 These are some of the dimensions of our pandemic 
reality, but they aren’t the whole of reality. Our lives have 
been sustained by God’s Spirit through everything, and 
God’s Spirit will bring renewal. Life will emerge life the 
surprising green of a Canadian spring and overflowing like 
the living water we see rushing through rivers and over 
falls. We may not know just how or when, but God’s Spirit 
will ‘renew the face of the earth’.  Whether you are near 
or far – whether we can eventually gather together this 
summer or not – I pray that we each know that we are held 
in the arms of God’s love and in the loving hearts of sisters 
and brothers in Christ. As the Apostle Paul wrote to 
Christians long ago, ‘nothing can separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 
 
Godspeed. 
 
George+ 
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Gathering Table 
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
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