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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

 
Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 

 



Page 2 of 18 

Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating & Preaching: The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 
 

6th   Sunday of Easter 
 

May 9, 2021                                                                 10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
Music Before the Liturgy:  I Love to Tell the Story 
     

If you love me, you will keep my word,  
and my Father will love you, and we will come to you. 

See John 14.23 
 
Opening Music:  I Feel the Winds of God  
 
Introductory Response for Resurrection     page 98 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 He gave us new life and hope 
 by raising Jesus from the dead. 
 
Rejoice, then, even in your distress. 
 We shall be counted worthy when Christ 
 appears. 
 
God has claimed us as his own. 
 He called us from our darkness into the light 
 of his day. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: 
 O Come Let us worship. 
 
Canticle 2: Song of Peace (Isaiah 2.2–5)  BAS Page 75 

 
In the days to come  
 the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall tower as the highest of mountains  
 and be raised above the hills. 
 
There shall all the nations flow;  
 many peoples shall come and say, 
“Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  
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 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways  
 that we may walk in his paths.” 
 
For the law shall go out from Zion,  
 from Jerusalem the word of the Lord. 
He shall judge between the nations  
 and decide for many peoples. 
 
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares,  
 their spears into pruning-knives; 
nation shall not lift sword against nation;  
 they shall never train for war again. 
 
O people of Jacob, come,  
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: 
O come, let us worship. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from The Book of  
Acts 10: 44 – 48 
 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
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these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous 
things. 
 
With his right hand and his holy arm has he won for 
himself the victory.  
 
The Lord has made known his victory; his righteousness 
has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel, and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of 
our God.  
 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, 
rejoice, and sing. 
 
Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice 
of song.  
 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy 
before the King, the Lord. 
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Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, the lands and 
those who dwell therein.  
 
Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out 
with joy before the Lord, when he comes to judge the 
earth. 
 
In righteousness shall he judge the world and the peoples 
with equity.  

Second Reading is from The First Letter of John  
1 John 5:  1 – 6 
 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the 
child. By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is 
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory 
that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers 
the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit 
is the truth. 

 
This is the Word of The Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

A Gradual:   My Song Is Love Unknown 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
John 15:  9-17 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
A Sermon 
 
A time of silence for reflection:   
    CP 585 Lord Whose Love      
 
Affirmation of Faith: 
 
The Apostles’ Creed            page 189 BAS 
 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect of The Day 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who 
love you riches beyond imagination.  Pour into our 
hearts such love toward you, that we, loving you 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire;  through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

           Amen   

 
Prayers of the People 

Let us continue in prayer together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
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and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbours, and 
 for all those who are alone. 
 
For this community, our country, and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and 
 peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
 oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the 
 friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who 
 seek the truth. 
  
For Anne our Archbishop, and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 
For our own needs and those of others. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
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Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings. 
We will exalt you, O God our king; 
 And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, that they 
may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
  Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion, forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things done and left undone; and 
so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honour and 
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
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Gracious God, 
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever.       Amen. 
 
A Blessing  
 
Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
Closing Music:   
 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing      
        (Anishinaabemowin) 
 
Dismissal  
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Alleluia! Let us go forth to be Christ’s Body here on earth. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia 

 
 

Readings for the Ascension Sunday  
Acts 1:  1- 11 .............                                       Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:  15 - 23                                       Luke 24:  44 - 53 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
 The Anglican Church of Kenya 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Rt. Rev. Susan Bell, Bishop, and the   
   clergy and people of the Diocese of Niagara 
ELCIC   The dean, council, and congregations of the  
   Winnipeg Central and North Areas of the  
   Manitoba-Northwestern Ontario Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
All delegates preparing to participate in the Diocesan 
Synod on May 14-15, 2021.  That they will embrace the 
Archbishop’s motto for 2021: 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.   
And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to  

walk humbly with your God.”   Micah 6:8 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
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Adrian Boissoneau, Jim Bolt, Margaret Boone, Peter 
Braunberger, and Carolin Braunberger-Houlding, David, 
Abby and Liz, Mary Browne, Connie Bryson, Murray 
Butler, Laura Byce, Anna and Grace Dosen, David L 
Bythell, Alan and Marilyn Chisholm, Doug and Sheila 
Chisholm, Rev. Gail Clifton and Gail Pell, Bruno Coda, 
Darleah Kostyniuk-Coda, and Cosmo Coda, Lois Colpitts, 
Maureen and Teresa Colpitts/Andreychuk, Brenda 
Coopman,  
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

God’s love is like an ocean.   
You can see its beginning, but not its end. 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

 The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

 The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

 Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

 Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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  Latest News from The Diocese of Algoma 
 
Has the Covid pandemic affected the Church?  
               Published: 5 May 2021  
 

 

In a recent article in the Anglican Journal, the Rev. Dr. 
Neil Elliot is encouraging Anglicans across Canada to 
participate in a survey on how Covid has affected the 
Church. 

The National Church is asking for your views on this 
question following up from Dr. Elliot’s article. 

An electronic survey is online at 

http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/coronavirus-church-and-you/ 

Please tell us what you think so we can better plan for the 
“new normal” after Covid. 

 
 

https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2021/05/05/has-the-covid-pandemic-affected-the-church/
http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/coronavirus-church-and-you/
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/2021/05/05/has-the-covid-pandemic-affected-the-church/
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
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