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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 

 

I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide 

in me bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you 

can do nothing. 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating:  Jim Sutton 
Preaching:  Frances Bennett-Sutton 

 
5th   Sunday of Easter 

 
May 5th, 2021                                                           10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 

Welcoming Remarks 
 
Opening Sentence:    
    

I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord.   
Those who abide in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.  

John 15.5 
 
Opening Music:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  
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Introductory Response for Resurrection     page 98 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 He gave us new life and hope 
 by raising Jesus from the dead. 
 
Rejoice, then, even in your distress. 
 We shall be counted worthy when Christ 
 appears. 
 
God has claimed us as his own. 
 He called us from our darkness into the light 
 of his day. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: 
 O Come Let us worship. 
 
Canticle: A Song of Creation 1  BAS -  page 82 

      (Song of the Three 35–51) 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
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Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
 O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
 all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
 drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
 O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
 praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: 
O come, let us worship. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from The Book of  
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Acts 8:  26 – 40 
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go 
toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So he got 
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court 
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." So Philip ran 
up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" He 
replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this: "Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation 
justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth." The eunuch 
asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?" 
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?" He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip 
and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 
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him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through 
the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 22:  24 - 30  

My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform 
my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the 
Lord shall praise him: "May your heart live for ever!" 
 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the 
Lord, and all the families of the nations shall bow before 
him.  
 
For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the 
nations. 
 
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in 
worship; all who go down to the dust fall before him.  
 
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; 
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 
 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn 
the saving deeds that he has done.  
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Second Reading is from the First Letter of John  
1 John 4 7 – 21 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his 
only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By 
this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify 
that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the 
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those 
who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love 
because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
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This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual:   Ancient Words 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
John 15:  1 – 8 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Message:   Frances  
 
Song for reflection:   
  Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling   
   

Affirmation of Faith: 
 
The Apostles’ Creed            page 189 BAS 
 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 

Collect of The Day 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, 
the truth, and the life.  Give us grace to love one 
another and walk in the way of his  
commandments, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
          Amen 

 
Prayers of the People 

 
With longing hearts we pray, “Lord, hear our prayer”.
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For your Church, especially Archbishop Anne, Archdeacon 
Deborah, and Pastors George and Gail, and for the 
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members of this parish listed in our bulletin.  May we be 
sensitive to the leading of your Spirit.     
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For the Queen and all in authority.  We pray for wisdom, 
truth and compassion in the governance and care of all 
people, particularly as the world continues to deal with the 
enormous challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. We pray 
especially for the people of India, Pakistan and Brazil. 
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For the safety and protection of hospital and first 
responder staff, for city police, OPP, RCMP, and for our 
armed forces, especially members of the Lake Superior 
Scottish Regiment.  
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For lasting peace in war-torn countries such as 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria, Mexico, Turkey, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, and north Africa.  For relief and safety for people 
and lands affected by drought, flood, famine, and natural 
disasters.          
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For deep and lasting reconciliation from the residential 
school legacy, and for justice and peace for families of 
missing and murdered indigenous women and girls.  
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For those in need of your healing touch and grieving the 
loss of a loved one – (please say aloud or silently the 
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names of persons); in your mercy,      
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For all people, as we confront the urgency and reality of 
human-caused climate change; grant us great courage to 
address this challenge in a timely manner.      
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For the staff at Grace Place, Dew Drop Inn, Shelter House, 
Salvation Army, and other agencies who serve the hungry, 
lonely, and hurting people of our city.  Grant them 
encouragement, resources and compassion to do this vital 
work.          
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
For our parish of Gathering Table; may we live with 
passion and purpose and abide in Jesus; may we be 
formed in God’s love for the world and may we act justly, 
love mercy and walk humbly with You.     
 Lord, hear our prayer 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
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and ever.       Amen. 
 
A Blessing  
May our God - the God of our ancestors, lead us in peace 
and keep us in safety, joy and health. May this God 
protect us in our leaving and upon our return, and rescue 
us from any harm, and may this God bless the work of 
our hands. And the blessing of God the All-Sufficient One 
- Father, Son and Holy Spirit – be with us now and 
forevermore. Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
Closing Music:  Lord Hear Our Prayer    
    
Dismissal: 
 
Alleluia! Let us go forth to be Christ’s Body here on earth. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia 
 

Readings for the Sixth  Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:  44- 48 .......                                       Psalm 98 
1 John 15:  1 - 6 .......                                            John 15:  9 - 17 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC  The Most Rev. Anne Germond, Bishop and The  
  Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, Assisting Bishop, and the  
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  clergy and people of the Missionary Area of   
  Moosonee 
ELCIC  The dean, council, and congregations of the   
  Winnipeg South Area of the Manitoba-   
  Northwestern Ontario Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
Christ Church, Windermere and The Rev. Robert Clubbe 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Bruce and Georgina Adderley, Roberta Adderley, Angela 
Alberta and Ava, Katelin Anderson, Ryan Thrasher, 
Brooke-Lynn, Scarlett,and Olivia, Margaret Aris, Darlene 
Armstrong, Errol Atkinson, Wilson Barton, Sabata Baya, 
Brandon and Ellen Beaudry and Clint, Richard and Lesley 
BeauParlant, Wendy Bell, Ellie Bennett , Kerri and Shane 
Bernardi, Sydney and Samuel, Kim Bienvenue 
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

They tried to Bury me, But didn’t realize I was a seed. 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact   

Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 
or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

 The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

 The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

 Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

 Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  
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Algoma Anglican Church Women 
53rd Annual Conference Via Zoom 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
 

We, the many, are “One Body in Christ, and every one, 
members one of another. ... Romans 12:4 

 
Please return this form and payment  

 
NO LATER THAN MAY 6TH 

 
Cheque payable to: ACW Diocese of Algoma  
Mail to: Jacquie Howell 401 –  
35 Dairy Lane Huntsville P1H 2L8  
e transfers payable at acwjacquie@gmail.com  
   (please, email registration form)  

 

Your Invitation and Annual booklet will be emailed to you 
prior to the Annual. 
 

 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:acwjacquie@gmail.com
http://gatheringtable.ca/


Page 17 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Hey There Gathering Table!  

 
How would you like to help make the neighbourhood a bit 
cleaner?    
   Saturday May 8, 10 AM to noon. 
 
We are registered with the Spring Up to Clean Up program 
with Eco Superior which is supported by the City of 
Thunder Bay.  They supply the bags and gloves, we supply 
the helpers to pick up trash on the streets around 
Gathering Table on Saturday May 8, 10 AM to noon. We 
will gather in the parking lot to start. 
 
In these COVID-times, please remember to wear your own 
mask and keep 2 metres apart from others outside your 
bubble. If you wish, bring your own “picker-upper” too. 
 
Please let Jim know you would like to join this community 
effort.  Call 622-6263 or email fsutton@tbaytel.net. 
Thanks! 

mailto:fsutton@tbaytel.net
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS MEAT SALE 

The Mission to Seafarers Annual Meat Sale fund-raiser is 
here again.  The meat is from European Meats 

Please contact the Mission to Seafarers now 
directly at  344-8241 or email flyingangel@tbaytel.net  
Orders must be place and paid for by tomorrow, Monday 
May 3rd.  

By a cheque is payable to 'The Mission to Seafarers';  
or an Interac E-transfer -  through your financial 
institution to mtstreasurer@tbaytel.net. 

 
Mild Legion Sausages – 5 lbs - $32.00 
Hot Legion Sausages – 5 lbs - $32.00 

Cheese Legion Sausages – 5 lbs - $32.00 
Pepperettes – (8 per pkg. 1 lb pkg.) - $8.50 

Garlic Chub (Kielbasa) 2 lbs - $17.00 
Lenkki (Baloney) Ring - $13.00 

Ham and Garlic Ring (Kielbasa) - $14.00 
Chicken Breast (unseasoned) – 4 kg - $58.00 

4 oz Beef Patty – 42 pieces - $65.00 
Strip Loin Steak – 8 pieces - $120.00 

People appreciate the quality of the meat we sell through 
this fundraiser.  European Meats suppliers are in Murillo 

and Western Canada.  The meat is gluten free and it has no 
additives or preservatives and European Meats makes the 

sausage using a mixture of beef and pork.  
The hamburger patties are gluten-free. 

Pick up is on Wed. May 12. 

mailto:flyingangel@tbaytel.net
mailto:mtstreasurer@tbaytel.net
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

