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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

 

 
 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating & Preaching: The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 

 
A Liturgy of the Word for 

The Feast of the Resurrection – Easter Sunday 
 

April 4th, 2021                                                       10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked 
on this land; their relationship with the land is at the 
centre of life and spirituality. We are gathered as treaty 
people on the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg of 
the Fort William First Nation and acknowledge this 
people’s stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
Musical Prelude:  Low in the Grave – 
       Thunder Bay Symphony  
 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore 
let us keep the feast.              (I Corinthians 5:7-8) 
 
Opening Music Was It a Morning Like This? 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia! (3 times) 
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May his grace and peace be with you. 
May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 
The Collect for Purity –     page 185 
Presider:   Almighty God, 
All   to you all hearts are open, 
  all desires known, 
  and from you no secrets are hidden. 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
  that we may perfectly love you, 
  and worthily magnify your holy name; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
In Place of The Gloria:  An Easter Hallelujah  
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 
First Reading is from The Book of Isaiah 
Isaiah 25:  6 – 9 
 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of 
rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained 
clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that 
is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 
nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord 
God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this 
is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 
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us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 118:  1 – 2, 14 - 24 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures 
for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever."  

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become 
my salvation. There is a sound of exultation and victory in 
the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! the right hand 
of the Lord is exalted! the right hand of the Lord has 
triumphed!"  

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me 
over to death.  

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them; I 
will offer thanks to the Lord. 

"This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may 
enter."  
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I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have 
become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone.  

This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad 
in it 

Second Reading is from The 1st Letter of Paul to  
1 Corinthians 15:  1 – 11 
 
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good 
news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, 
in which also you stand, through which also you are being 
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed 
to you - unless you have come to believe in vain. For I 
handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, 
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
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contrary, I worked harder than any of them - though it was 
not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it 
was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

A Gradual:   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
John 20:  1 – 18 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
A Time for Reflection:   Don’t Cry 
 
The Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the  
Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite 
in mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to God’s 
presence. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
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our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect Of The Day 

Lord of life and power, through the mighty 
resurrection of your Son, you have overcome the 
old order of sin and death and have made all 
things new in him.  May we, being dead to sin and 
alive to you in Jesus Christ, reign with him in 
glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, 
one God, now and for ever.     Amen 

Additional Collect 

Let us continue in prayer together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
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live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

Prayers of the People 

Litany 15 – Easter –     page 122-123 
Easter 
 
(In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying, 
“Hear us, Lord of glory!”) 
 
That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy 
and life-giving resurrection, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh 
strength in the Easter gospel, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
That he may grant us humility to be subject to one another 
in Christian love, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
That he may provide for those who lack food, work, or 
shelter, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
That by his power wars and famine may cease through all 
the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the 
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weak, and the dying, that they may be comforted and 
strengthened, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
That he may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his 
people, that we may bear faithful witness to his 
resurrection, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Hear us, Lord of glory! 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive  us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.       Amen. 
 
Blessing  
May we find that the resurrection of Jesus the Christ gives 
us both new life and renewed hope. May the Risen Lord 
help us to live as renewed people of God, granting us 
wisdom to remember mercy, the courage to do justice, the 
perseverance and strength to walk in humility as witnesses 
of the victory of life over death. May the blessing of God 
almighty – Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us now 
and ever more. 
 
Announcements 
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Closing Music:   Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed 
 
The Dismissal 

Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Readings for Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:  32 – 35 .......                                                    Psalm 133 
1 John 1:  1 – 2:2 .....                                          John 20: 19 - 31 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Most Rev. Anne Germond, Metropolitan, 
   and the people and clergy of the    
   Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario 
ELCIC   The dean, council, and congregations of the  
   Manitoba East Area of the Manitoba-  
   Northwestern Ontario Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
Parish of Muskoka Lakes, St. Mark’s, Milford Bay 
St. John’s, Beaumaris, Christ Church, Gregory, St. James’, 
Port Carling, St. George’s, Port Sandfield, The Rev. Dr. 
Gail Marie Henderson (Interim) 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
David Marler Jean McAlpine-Marler, Brock and Gail 
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Marshall, Doris Marshall, Ian and Virginia McEwen, and 
Rory and Toby, Gloria McKay, Donald and Elaine 
McKinnon, Joanne McMahon, Geoff and Katariina 
Medwid, Robert, Peter and Lillianna, Janis Medwid, 
Arlene Meservier, Carl and Elizabeth Mickelson, Adrienne 
Morris, Tom and Dora Morris, Charles and Marion Morris, 
Rosalie Hardisty Morris, Mark Myers 
   
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reminder about Visitations:  
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
Death could not hold him.   

Rejoice!  He has risen 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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Easter Pastoral Letter from George….. 
 
Dear Sisters and brothers: 
 
As I write, we have come to the end of Lent, and are 
moving through the days of Holy Week. This will be 
another different Easter for all of us again this year. We 
had, of course, hoped to be able to gather together for 
worship by Palm Sunday, but the renewed rapid spread of 
the COVID-19 virus and variants have required an 
indefinite extension of the period of suspended in-person 
gatherings. 
 We are not physically gathering around the Table in 
the Eucharistic Feast. Nevertheless, as a community of 
faith, it is important for us to remember that our God ‘who 
made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples made by human 
hands.’   
 We have tried very hard to follow Archbishop Anne’s 
counsel from last year: to find creative ways of staying in 
touch with one another. We now know that this is a more 
difficult challenge than we had first imagined. 
Nevertheless, until it is safe to re-gather in-person, we will 
persist in trust and hope to ‘maintain the bonds of love’ 
 Our lenten journey that began on Ash Wednesday 
leads us through the difficult days of Holy Week, along the 
road of Jesus’s Passion (his suffering and death). This past 
week, during a funeral service, the words of the 23rd Psalm 
struck me again with the realisation that these familiar 
words of the long-ago Hebrew shepherd-poet about 
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walking ‘through the valley of the shadow of death’ 
describe our present reality. 
 There are so many reasons to let go of hope, but we 
are called to remember that where we walk, our Lord has 
walked and continues to walk with us. Our journey takes 
us through lenten lands and days of passion right to the 
open door of Easter’s empty tomb.  
 Here we recognise that the same one who broke the 
power of death on the cross has risen in newness of life. 
The Risen Christ brings us into this new life – what the 
biblical writers say is the foretaste and first fruit of ‘the life 
of the age to come’ – and promises to lead us ‘through the 
gate of death and the grave’ to our own resurrection.  
 In that light, we are being called afresh to consider 
how we are made to be members of the Body of Christ by 
the Holy Spirit. We are called to remember that as we have 
been reconciled to God, we are called to be ‘ambassadors 
of reconciliation, God making appeal through us.’ We are 
called to discern how to live out our vocation to ‘love 
mercy, do justice and walk humbly with our God’ now in 
this time of ongoing pandemic realities.  
 From the beginning of this time I have been saying 
that the obvious medical life and death concerns are only 
part of the pandemic picture. Some things less 
immediately obvious get worse for many people. Isolation 
is hard for many people, but is especially hard for those 
who already have limited contact – the aged, the children, 
and those who are lonely or homeless, and those who deal 
with psychological limitations. 
 These are difficult times for all of us, but more so for 
those who face economic hardship – the poor and those 
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who have lost jobs or face economic reductions. 
Businesses are closed or fighting uphill struggles to 
survive. Teachers, students, first responders, police and 
medical personnel all face additional burdens and stress. 
We have discovered during this year of pandemic just how 
many more people provide ‘essential services’ than we 
imagined. 
 We are now into our second year of pandemic 
protocols. While there are promises of vaccines and 
hopeful signs of slowing the spread of COVID-19, we are 
still faced with many unknowns in the weeks and months 
ahead.  
 I recall Archbishop Anne: saying that ‘we need a 
message of hope now more than ever.’ This message is a 
promise no less important than the promises of vaccines.  
It is a sign no less significant than melting snow and the 
slowly emerging new growth of spring. 
 The good news of Easter is just such a message of 
hope – a two thousand year old message, yet still a 
message of hope and promise for our time I am reminded 
of this on each occasion when I come to the words of 
funeral liturgies where, in the midst of very real and often 
raw experiences of death and loss and grief, we proclaim 
that ‘even at the grave, we make our song to be 
“Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!”’  
 Leonard Cohen had no idea when he composed the 
mysterious and haunting song ‘Hallelujah’ how very 
poignant the words would become for our world.  We 
know experiences of both a broken and a holy hallelujah, 
and we’ve come to see that there is not such a wide 
difference between the two.  
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 Hard times and so much confusion, anger and fear 
have left us at the verge of despair. Yet on this Easter of 
2021 – also the anniversary of the martyrdom of Martin 
Luther King, Jr – we are called together to the verge of 
another dream :the Creator’s dream for a [re]new[ed] 
creation – a dream that began to be realised when the 
risen Christ stepped from the tomb, and we began to hear 
the song of the universe singing: ‘Morning has broken, like 
the first morning ....’  
 
The Lord is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 
 
Godspeed. George+ 
 
 
 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
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diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  
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2021 EASTER FLOWER TRIBUTES 
 

At Gathering Table  
 

Given to the Glory of God  
and in loving memory of 

 
A friend, Audrey Atkinson. 

from Diane and Linda 
 

Given With Thanksgiving to God for  
 

The lives well-lived: 
Husband and Father, Len; 

Son, Brother and Husband, Michael. 
from Diane, Linda, Treina, and the Hartley family. 

 

 

For all the faithful Gathering Table Members who have 
spent time calling, sending cards,  and emailing members 
of our congregation during this pandemic.  And also those 

who have taken the time to make and send beautiful 
handmade cards to so many this past year.   

 
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE CARING  
AND FOR MAKING US ALL HAVE A  

REASON TO SMILE 
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS MEAT SALE 
 

The Mission to Seafarers Annual Meat Sale fund-raiser is 
here again.  The meat is from European Meats, is of 
excellent quality and gluten free.  Please contact the 
Church office at 345-6898 ( Tues. Wed. Thurs. 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.) to place an order, or call the Mission at 344-8241 or 
email flyingangel@tbaytel.net  Orders must be place and 
paid for by Thursday , April 29th.   

Pick up is on Wed. May 12. 
 

Mild Legion Sausages 5 lbs $  32.00 

Hot Legion Sausages 5 lbs $  32.00 

Cheese Legion Sausages 5 lbs $  40.00 

Pepperettes 8/pkg, 1 lb/pkg $    8.50 

Garlic Chub (Kielbasa) 2 lbs $  17.00 

Lenkki (Baloney) Ring   $  13.00 

Ham and Garlic Ring (Kielbasa)    $  14.00  

Chicken Breast (unseasoned)  4 kg $  58.00 

4 oz Beef Patty 42 pcs $  65.00 

Strip Loin Steak 8 pcs $120.00 

mailto:flyingangel@tbaytel.net
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Algoma Anglican Church Women 
53rd Annual Conference Via Zoom 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
 

We, the many, are “One Body in Christ, and every one,  
members one of another. ... Romans 12:4  
REGISTRATION FORM TO BE RETURNED  
First & Last 
Name________________________________ 
Email ________________________________ 
Deanery 
____________________________________ 
 
Registration Fee $15.00  
Thank Offering $10.00____$20.00 Other_______  
 
If you would like to contribute to the Thank Offering, 
please write Registration fee and Thank offering on the 
memo line of your cheque or in the memo line of e 
transfers.  
 
Please return this form and payment  

NO LATER THAN MAY 6TH 
Cheque payable to: ACW Diocese of Algoma  
Mail to: Jacquie Howell 401 –  
35 Dairy Lane Huntsville P1H 2L8  
e transfers payable at acwjacquie@gmail.com (please, 
email registration form) Your Invitation and Annual 
booklet will be emailed to you prior to the Annual. 
Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
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Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 

 
 

 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

