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Gathering Table 

a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

 

 

 

GREETINGS IN THE NAME OF THE RISEN LORD 

 

 

Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 

 



Page 2 of 18 

Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating & Preaching:  
The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 

 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

March 7, 2021                           ....                        10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; their relationship with the 
land is at the centre of life and spirituality. We 
are gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
The Penitential Rite 
 
The Sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.’ 
 
Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty 
God, let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbour. 
 
Silence is kept. 
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Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Opening Music:  The Call  
 

Incline your ear to me; 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 
Incline your ear to me; 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 
 Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come before you. 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 
 Hide not your face from me in the day of my trouble. 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 
You, O Lord, endure for ever, and your name from age to age. 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 
You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to 
have pity upon her. 
 Make haste to answer when I call. 



Page 4 of 18 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 Incline your ear to me; make haste to answer when I 
 call. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:   
 O come, let us worship. 
 

May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light 
of his countenance and come to us. 
Let your ways be known upon earth,  
your saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;   
let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide all the nations upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God;  
let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has brought forth her increase; 
may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
May God give us his blessing, and may all the ends of the 
earth stand in awe of him. 
 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  
 O come, let us worship. 
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The Proclamation of the Word 
The Readings 
First Reading is from The Book of Exodus  
EXODUS 20:1-17 
 
God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall 
not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord 
your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the 
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation 
of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the 
name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath 
day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all 
your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord 
your God; you shall not do any work - you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honour your 
father and your mother, so that your days may be long in 
the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall 
not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not 
steal. You shall not bear false witness against your 
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neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour's house; 
you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbour. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 19  

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
shows his handiwork. 
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts 
knowledge to another.  
Although they have no words or language, and their voices 
are not heard, 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message 
to the ends of the world.  
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth 
like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a 
champion to run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and 
runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from 
its burning heat.  
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
innocent. 
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the 
eyes.  
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The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the 
judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much 
fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping 
them there is great reward. 
Who can tell how often he offends? cleanse me from my 
secret faults.  
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let 
them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and 
sound, and innocent of a great offense. Let the words of 
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

Second Reading is from the First Letter of Paul to 
The Corinthians 

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
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God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

A Gradual:   Rebuild My Temple 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
John 2: 13 - 22  

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Song before the sermon:  Embrace the Mystery  
             Donna & Ted 
Sermon:   
 
A time for reflection: ~  Tree of Life -      
         Donna and Ted 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel,  
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart,  
with all your soul, 
with all your mind,  
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and with all your strength  
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
  
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect Of The Day 

Father of mercy, alone we have no power in 
ourselves to help ourselves.  When we are 
discouraged by our weakness, strengthen us to 
follow Christ, our pattern and our hope;  who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.       Amen 

Prayers of the People 

Let us pray together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 
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With confidence and trust let us pray to the Lord, saying, 
 “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church throughout 
the world, we pray to you, Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it 
may preach the gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to 
you, Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those preparing for baptism and for their teachers and 
sponsors, we pray to you, Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For peace in the world, that a spirit of respect and 
reconciliation may grow among nations and peoples, we 
pray to you, Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; 
for refugees, prisoners, and all in danger; that they may be 
relieved and protected, we pray to you, Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For all whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, 
Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of 
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God, we pray to you, Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive  us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.       Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing music:   Blessed Be the Tie that Binds 
 
Dismissal 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.     Amen. 
 

Readings for The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Numbers 21:  4 - 9 ..  Psalm 107:  1 – 3, 17 - 22 
Ephesians 2:  1 - 10                                   John 3:  14 - 21 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo 
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Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Rt. Rev. Sandra Fyfe, Bishop, and the  
   people and clergy of the Diocese of Nova  
   Scotia and Prince Edward Island 
ELCIC   The dean, council, and congregations of the  
   Northern Area of the Eastern Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
Manitoulin Island Parishes, All Saints, Gore Bay, St. John 
the Evangelist, Kagawong, St. Paul’s, Manitowaning,  
St. Francis of Assisi, Mindemoya, Holy Trinity, Little 
Current, The Rev. Doug Prebble 

 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Marlene Salmonson, Ophelia Shawinimash, Lucy 
Shewaybick, Shirley Siipola, Mark Smith, Jay Smith, 
Laura-Lee Smith, Dale and Sharon Sparkes, Tom and 
Colleen Speer, Eric and Ann Strand, Evelyn Strawson, 
Peter and Marion Strawson, Charles Suganaqueb, Jim and 
Frances Sutton,  
   
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

God can live anywhere in the universe  
and he chose your heart. 

 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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            EASTER FLOWERS                        
 

In the Anglican Church, if we do something twice….is it 

Tradition?  

We are closing in on our second non-gathering Easter at 

Gathering Table. Even so, we celebrate the unfathomable 

love of God toward all humanity, through Lent and Easter 

seasons.   

Please consider donating toward the Easter flowers, in 

Celebration of His Love. 

1. DEADLINE: Monday, March 29/21 to ensure your 

dedication or memorial appears in Easter Bulletins. 

2. Contact Rose Jardine by email at roseanew@tbaytel.net, 

or by voice mail / text at 621-1205, to add your name to 

the list AND provide the wording of your ‘dedication’. 

THEN: 

3. Pay by cheque or money order, made out to  

Gathering Table ALTAR GUILD re Easter Flowers.  

Mail it to the church at:  

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, P7B 1E4.  

mailto:roseanew@tbaytel.net
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Please include a written confirmation of your details, as 

above. 

BUT…. 

4. If you prefer to not post your donation, please drop the 

envelope in the mailbox – but only with cheque or 

money order – no cash please. Avoid bringing envelopes 

to the office in person, for safety reasons. 

For assistance with any part of this ‘2020-2021’ process, 

please DO email, call or text Rose.     

Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would 
like to get one . Calendars are $5.00 each if picked up, or 
$7.00 if you would like us to mail them to you. 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
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are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

Reminder about Visitations:  

Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 2021 – Remember to….. 

 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Friday from 8 a.m. to noon 

 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 

Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Rose Jardine, 
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton, On Leave:  Kim Bienvenue, 

Lay Reader in Training:  Richard Pepper 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Dr. Michelle Proudfoot 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 

 
 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

