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Been – Sa – gen, Jem na do waky gan ning 
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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community  

in the Anglican Church of Canada 
 

Officiating & Preaching:  
The Rev’d George M Porter, DPhil 

 
1st Sunday in Lent 

 
February 21, 2021                                                      10:00 a.m. 
 

Welcome To Gathering Table 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked 
on this land; their relationship with the land is at the 
centre of life and spirituality. We are gathered as treaty 
people on the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg of 
the Fort William First Nation and acknowledge this 
people’s stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
The Penitential Rite 
 
 ‘Seek the Lord while he wills to be found, call upon him 
when he draws near; let the wicked forsake their ways, and 
the evil ones their thoughts; and let them return to the 
Lord, and he will have compassion, and to our God, for he 
will richly 
pardon. ‘ 
 
Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty 
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God, let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbour. 
 
Silence is kept. 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
Have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us,  
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,  
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness  
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
keep us in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Opening Music:  Come Ye Sinners 
 
Lord, open our lips, 
 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
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 O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen.   
 
Sung Kyrie  
 
The Lord is our light and our life:  
O come, let us worship. 
 
Venite 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;   
 let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving  
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.   
 
For the Lord is a great God,   
 and a great king above all gods.   
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 
  and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his for he made it, 
  and his hands have moulded the dry land.  
 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
  and kneel before the Lord our maker.   
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the 
  sheep of his hand.    
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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The Lord is our light and our life:  
O come, let us worship. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
The Readings 
 
First Reading is from The Book of Genesis 
GENESIS 9:8-17 
 
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I 
am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." God said, 
"This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." God 
said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 
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This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 25:1-9 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in 
you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph 
over me. 
 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the 
treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.  
 
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of 
my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.  
 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they 
are from everlasting. Remember not the sins of my youth 
and my transgressions; remember me according to your 
love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.  
 
Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches 
sinners in his way. 
 
He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way 
to the lowly. 
 
All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those 
who keep his covenant and his testimonies.  
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Second Reading is from the First Letter of Peter  
1 PETER 3:18-22 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you -not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
Mark 1:  9 - 15 

 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sacred Dance:  Jesus Be the Centre –  
         Nancy Porter 
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Sermon:   
 
A time for reflection.  – 40 Days and 40 Nights ~  
         Donna and Ted 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
 the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind,  
and with all your strength  
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself.  
 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect Of The Day 

Almighty God, whose Son fasted forty days in the 
wilderness, and was tempted as we are but did not 
sin, give us grace to discipline ourselves in 
submission to your Spirit, that as you know our 
weakness, so we may know your power to save; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.   Amen 
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Prayers of the People 

Let us pray together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 
Creator, your word which summoned this world into 
existence, brought order out of chaos and beauty out of the 
formless, has infused the very air we breathe with the 
precious perfume of your love. This word is the light by 
which our journey is illuminated, the light by which we see 
the beauty of this world, and the light we pass to those who 
would join us travelling in the hope and joy of your 
company. 

 
Sustainer, your love extends to the boundaries of the 
universe yet is focused on humankind; weak, sinful, 
helpless, blown this-way-and-that-way individuals who 
you count as your children, wanting nothing more than to 
welcome them into your arms, prodigals returning to their 
home. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet 
ALL: And a light for my path. 



Page 10 of 16 

Healer, your love extends to the boundaries of humankind, 
to rich and poor, have and have-nots, oppressor and 
oppressed, thief and victim, for we are all in need of your 
forgiveness and reconciliation. We pray for all your 
children wherever they might be, especially in this time of 
global pandemic, in their joy and sorrow, fear, pain and 
suffering; that your word might comfort, your love heal 
and restore. 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
 ALL: And a light for my path. 

Reconciler, your love breaks through, demands to be 
noticed, exposes that which has been hidden, reveals the 
truth that has been concealed within the heart. We pray 
for those who exploit the poor, those whose business is 
slavery or persecution and those who hold power over life 
or death. We pray that your word, your love might bring 
change, and bring light into hearts darkened by sin. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet 
 And a light for my path. 

Saviour, your love has influence wherever it is shown; a 
shoulder to lean on, a willing ear to listen, a task 
performed, a gift given, a selfless act. Give special strength 
to those who daily give of themselves to care for the sick, 
the endangered and those in any need. We pray for 
Archbishop Anne and all those in positions of authority 
and responsibility. May they show your love and share 
your word through their actions and service, and may they 
and those they serve be blessed. 
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Your word is a lamp to my feet 
 And a light for my path. 

Christ with us, Christ before us, 
Christ behind us, Christ in us, 
Christ beneath us, Christ above us, 
Christ on our right, Christ on our left, 
Christ when we lie down, Christ when we sit 
down, 
Christ when we arise, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of us, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of us, 
Christ in every eye that sees us, Christ in every ear 
that hears us. 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive  us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.       Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing music:    I Need Thee Every Hour 
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Dismissal 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.     Amen. 
 

Readings for The Second Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 17:  1 – 7, 15 - 16 Psalm 22:  22 - 30 
Romans 4:  13 - 25                                   Mark 8:  31 - 38 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
The Church of the Province of Central Africa 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   The Most Rev. David Edwards, Archbishop,  
   and  the clergy and people of the Diocese of  
   Fredericton 
ELCIC   The dean, council, and congregations of the  
   Grand River and Thames Areas of the   
   Eastern Synod 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
St. George’s, Espanola, St. Thomas’, French River, The 
Rev. Beverly Van der Jagt, Deacon Incumbent 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:  Geoff 
and Katariina Medwid, Robert, Peter and Lillianna, Janis 
Medwid, Arlene Meservier, Carl and Elizabeth Mickelson, 
Adrienne Morris, Tom and Dora Morris, Charles and 
Marion Morris, Rosalie Hardisty Morris, Mark Myers, 
Dorothy Nesbitt, Len Norris, Garth and Brenda O'Neill, 
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Cindy Papassay, Henry Parise, Marjorie (Midge) Peel, 
Richard Pepper, Sheila Pepper,  
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 

VESTRY MEETING  Today at 1 p.m.-   
 

By Zoom and Telephone  -  See Website for details 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

Christ paid the debt we owed but could not pay.. 
 

 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

Reminder about Visitations:  

Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

 The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

 The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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during this time.   

 Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

 Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 

Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would 
like to get one .  Calendars are $5.00 each if picked up, or 
$7.00 if you would like us to mail them to you. 

 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 10am – 2pm 
 Friday from 8am to noon 
 

Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 
Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 

Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:    Frances Bennett-Sutton,  
 Kim Bienvenue, Rose Jardine,  

Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

 
To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 
 

 
“ 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

