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Greetings In The Name Of The Risen Lord! 
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WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked 
on this land; relationship with the land is at the centre of 
life and spirituality. We are gathered as treaty people on 
the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort 
William First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 

 
Welcoming Remarks 

 
Opening Music: Song of the Transfiguration   
 

 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 

Listen to him.     Matthew 17.5 
 



 

Let us pray:  
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all you 
bring to us for our time within your creation. In Jesus, you 
place the Gospel in the centre of the sacred circle through 
which all of creation is related. You show us the way to live 
a generous and compassionate life. Give us your strength 
to live together with respect and commitment as we grow 
in your Spirit, for you are God, now and forever. 
 
The Penitential Rite 
 
Officiant:  
Dear friends in Christ, as we continue in worship with 
almighty God, let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbour. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.              Amen. 
 
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and 
deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in 



 

all goodness, and keep us in eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
God rules over all the earth: 
O Come, let us worship. 
 
Canticle 23        BAS page 93  
 

Song of the First-Born 
        Colossians 1.15–20 
Christ is the image of the unseen God, * 
 the first-born of all creation, 
for in him were all things made, * 
 in heaven and on earth. 
 
Through him and for him were all things made, 
 before all he exists, holds all things in one. * 
The Church is his body, and he is its head. 
 
He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead;  
 in all things he alone is supreme. 
God made all his fullness to dwell in him, * 
 to reconcile through him all creation to 
 himself, 
everything on earth and everything in heaven, * 
 all gathered into peace by his death on the 
 cross. 
 
God rules over all the earth: 
O Come, let us worship. 
 



 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
First Reading is from The Second Book of Kings 
 
2 KINGS 2:1-12 
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they 
went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were 
in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you 
know that today the Lord will take your master away from 
you?" And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." Elijah said to 
him, "Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to 
Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. 
The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near 
to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the 
Lord will take your master away from you?" And he 
answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." Then Elijah said to him, 
"Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan." But he 
said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you." So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the 
company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me 



 

what I may do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha 
said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit." 
He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you 
see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted 
you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the 
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" But when 
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 
and tore them in two pieces. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 50:  1 - 6 

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; he has called the 
earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in 
glory.  
 
Our God will come and will not keep silence; before him 
there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging 
storm. 
 
He calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness 
the judgement of his people.  
 
"Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have 



 

made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice." 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God 
himself is judge.  

 

Second Reading is from the Second Letter of Paul 
to the  

2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6 

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' 
sake. For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of 
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual:  You’ve Joined our Hearts   
       (Youth with a Mission) 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
Mark 9:  2 - 9  
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

The Gospel of Christ. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
Musical Offering;    How Deep the Father’s Love 
     Stuart Townend (David Wesley) 

  
The Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel       BAS - page 53 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 

Collect for the Day  

Almighty God, on the holy mount you revealed to 



 

chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, 
wonderfully transfigured:  mercifully deliver us 
from the darkness of this world, and change us 
into his likeness from glory to glory;  through 
Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. 

Prayers of the People 

On this St. Valentine’s day, let us offer our prayers to the 
source of all love and all life, saying, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.” 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Lord, we pray for all who call themselves 
Christians: that we may become a royal priesthood of 
servant-believers, a holy nation, to the praise of Christ 
Jesus our Saviour. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Anne, our Archbishop, and for all bishops and 
other priests, especially George and Gail: that they may 
remain faithful to their calling and rightly proclaim the 
word of truth. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Elizabeth our Queen, for the leaders of the 
nations, and all in authority: that your people may act 
justly, love mercy, walk humbly and work for lasting 
reconciliation.   
 Lord, hear our prayer. 



 

We pray for this City of Thunder Bay and those who live 
here; people of all ages, of every economic status, identity 
and ancestry: that you will show your goodwill to all. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the disadvantaged of our society and those 
who minister to them, particularly those who go to Grace 
Place, Dew Drop Inn, Shelter House, Salvation Army, Faye 
Peterson Transition House, the RFDA, our Food Cupboard 
and other social service agencies: that you will be their 
help and defence.         
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those preparing for baptism, (for those 
recently baptized): that they may be strengthened in the 
faith.           
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for all the saints who have found favour in 
your sight from earliest times, prophets, apostles, martyrs, 
and those whose names are known to you alone:  
remembering today Audrey Atkinson and Jim Dowhaniuk; 
and we pray that we too may be counted among your 
faithful witnesses.          
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 



 

bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever.       Amen. 
 
In place of the Blessing:  

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Music: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
     Charles Wesley (Kingsway Music)-  
 
Dismissal: 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
Readings for The First Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 9:  8 – 17 ....  Psalm 50:  1 - 6 
1 Peter 3:  18 - 22                                   Mark 1:  9 - 15 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer Please Pray for:   
The Anglican Church of Canada 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC  The Bishop, the people and clergy of the Diocese  
  of Eastern Newfoundland and Labrador 



 

ELCIC  The dean, council, and congregations of the   
  Central Toronto Area and Greater Toronto Areas  
  East and West of the Eastern Synod 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Please pray for:  
Christ Church, Lively, St. John’s, Copper Cliff. The Ven. 
Glen Miller, The Rt. Rev. Thomas Corston (Hon.) 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
Al and Jessica Lauzon, and Madelynn and Rosalie,Doris 
Loon, Neil and Audrey Love, Paul Love. Kim MacDougall, 
Monica MacKay, Jessica and Murray MacRae, Gabriel, 
Ellie, Gavin and Isobel, David Marler Jean McAlpine-
Marler, Brock and Gail Marshall, Doris Marshall, Ian and 
Virginia McEwen, and Rory and Toby, Gloria McKay, 
Donald and Elaine McKinnon, Joanne McMahon,  
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 

VESTRY MEETING-  Sunday February 21st, 2021 
 

Please call or email the office to let us know if you will be 
attending by Zoom or Phone, and how you would like to 
receive your copy of the Vestry Report. 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

All things are possible.  If you Believe. 
 

 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/


 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

Reminder about Visitations:  

Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com


 

emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  



 

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 

Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would 
like to get one .  Calendars are $5.00 each if picked up, or 
$7.00 if you would like us to mail them to you. 

 

PWRDF NOTICE 
You can subscribe to the daily Lent reflections and prayers 
by going to the PWRDF website. Go to pwrdf.org and click 
on “Engaging Canadians” and then click on Lent 2021. 
Linda Rintamaki (rep)  
 

 

http://gatheringtable.ca/


 

 
Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 10am – 2pm 
 Friday from 8am to noon 
 

Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil. 
Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 

Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865          email:  gailx2@shaw.ca 

Lay Readers:    Frances Bennett-Sutton,  
 Kim Bienvenue, Rose Jardine,  

Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

 
To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 
 

 
“ 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
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