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Gathering Table  
a Faith Community in the Anglican Church of 

Canada 

WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + +  

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany   

January 17, 2021 

Officient & Preacher:  

The Rev’d George Porter, D. Phil. 

10:00 am                                                            BAS 185 

For thousands of years, First Nations people have 
walked on this land; relationship with the land is 
at the centre of life and spirituality. We are 
gathered as treaty people on the traditional 
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William 
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 

In Christ Alone 

 
We have found the Messiah:  Jesus Christ,  

who brings us truth and grace.    See John 1 

Introductory Responses 2 BAS pg 96 
2 Incarnation 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 May all the earth be filled with his glory. 
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Light has sprung up for the righteous, 
 And joyful gladness for those who are true-
 hearted. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth.  

Alleluia! 

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour 

Let us pray together, saying: 

Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all 
you bring to us for our time within your creation. 
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the 
sacred circle through which all of creation is 
related. You show us the way to live a generous 
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to 
live together with respect and commitment as we 
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 

Jubilate   BAS - page 49 
        Psalm 100 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 

 O Come, let us worship.  
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
 serve the Lord with gladness 
 and come before his presence with a song. 
 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his; 
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 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
 go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
 
For the Lord is good; 
 his mercy is everlasting; * 

 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 

O Come, let us worship.  

The Proclamation of the Word 

Please be seated for the readings. 
 
First Reading is from The first Book of Samuel 
1 Samuel  3:  1 – 10, (11 – 12) 
 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under 
Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions 
were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, "Samuel! 
Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" and ran to Eli, and 
said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not 
call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. The Lord 
called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 
said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not 
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call, my son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 
revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third 
time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 
for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the Lord was 
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie 
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, Lord, for 
your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as 
before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for 
your servant is listening." 
 
[Then the Lord said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning 
to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of 
Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 
forever." Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened 
the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to 
tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, 
"Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." Eli said, "What 
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God 
do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me 
of all that he told you." So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, "It is the Lord; let him 
do what seems good to him." As Samuel grew up, the Lord 
was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
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This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 139:  1 – 5, 12 - 17 

Lord, you have searched me out and known me; you know 
my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my 
thoughts from afar. 
 
You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are 
acquainted with all my ways. 
 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O Lord, 
know it altogether.  
 
You press upon me behind and before and lay your hand 
upon me. 
 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I 
cannot attain to it.  
 
For you yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me 
together in my mother's womb. 
 
I will thank you because I am marvellously made; your 
works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 
My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made 
in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all 
of them were written in your book; they were fashioned 
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day by day, when as yet there was none of them.  
 
How deep I find your thoughts, O God! how great is the 
sum of them! 
 
If I were to count them, they would be more in number 
than the sand; to count them all, my life span would need 
to be like yours 

Second Reading is from the  
1st Letter of Paul to The Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 6: 12 – 20 
 
"All things are lawful for me," but not all things are 
beneficial. "All things are lawful for me," but I will not be 
dominated by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach 
and the stomach for food," and God will destroy both one 
and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised 
the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I 
therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with 
her? For it is said, "The two shall be one flesh." But anyone 
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun 
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the 
body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body. 
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This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
A Gradual:   Fashion for Me 
 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John 1: 43 - 51 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

This is the Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon:  George 

A Time of Reflection –  

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say    Donna & Ted 
 
Hear, O Israel       BAS - page 53 
 

Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
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The Collect for The Day 
Almighty God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
is the light of the world.  May your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, shine 
with the radiance of his glory, that he may be 
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the 
earth; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Intercessions & Prayers  

Litany 18 – Page 126 – 127 BAS 

A Responsive Intercession 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbours, and 
 for all those who are alone. 
 
For this community, our country, and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and 
peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
 oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the 
 friendless, and the needy. 
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For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who 
 seek the truth. 
 
For N our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
  
 
For our own needs and those of others. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings. 
 
We will exalt you, O God our king; 
 And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, 
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Silence may be kept. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 in your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, things done and left 
 undone;  and so uphold us by your Spirit 
 that we may live and serve you in newness  
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 of life, 
 to the honour and glory of your name; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BAS pg 211  

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 
to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Blessing: 
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Announcements 

Closing Music:   Be Thou My Vision 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve our risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 
 

Readings for The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Jonah 3:  1 – 5, 10 ...  Psalm 62:  6 - 14 
1 Corinthians 7:  29 - 31                                    Mark 1:  14 - 20 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer  
Please Pray for:  The Anglican Church of Australia 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC   Executive Director, Will Postma, and staff of  
   the Primate’s World Relief and Development  
   Fund 
ELCIC   Executive Director, Karin Achtelstetter, and  
   staff of Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
ACC/ELCIC  The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer :  Please Pray for:   
  (Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Begins) 
 
 “Abide in my love…you shall bear much fruit”   
         John 15:1-17 

Ecumenism throughout Algoma 

 
Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Please pray for our own church members:   
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Bruce and Georgina Adderley, Roberta Adderley, Joanna 
Aegard, Angela Alberta and Ava, Katelin Anderson, Ryan 
Thrasher, Brooke-Lynn and Scarlett and new born Olivia , 
Margaret Aris, Darlene Armstrong, Audrey Atkinson and 
Errol,  Wilson Barton, Sabata Baya, Brandon and Ellen 
Beaudry and Clint, Richard and Lesley BeauParlant, 
Wendy Bell, Ellie Bennett , Kerri and Shane Bernardi, 
Sydney and Samuel, Kim Bienvenue, 
 

Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
                                                
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
 

Are you skeptical?....So was one of his disciples. 
 

 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
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abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

Reminder about Visitations:  

Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
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during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 

Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would 
like to get one .  Calendars are $5.00 each if picked up, or 
$7.00 if you would like us to mail them to you. 
 

Annual Vestry Meeting 
All groups are requested to submit their reports to the 

office by January 24th, 2021 in order to be included in the 
Vestry Booklet for 2020    office@gatheringtable.ca  

 
 

http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
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Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 

Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

from 10am – 2pm 
 Friday from 8am to noon 
 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil.    
Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 
Email: porter.george@gmail.com 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 
Phone: 768-9865       email:  gailx2@shaw.ca  
Lay Readers:    Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim 

Bienvenue, Rose Jardine,  Brenda 
O’Neill and Jim Sutton 

Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 
Co-Music Directors  -    Pianist  Donna Hamill 
      Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

 
 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2021 
 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
And what does the Lord require of you? 

 
To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly   with your God.”   Micah 6:8 
 

 
“ 
 
 
 

mailto:office@gatheringtable.ca
http://gatheringtable.ca/
mailto:porter.george@gmail.com
mailto:gailx2@shaw.ca

