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WELCOME TO GATHERING TABLE 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked 
on this land; relationship with the land is at the centre of 
life and spirituality. We are gathered as treaty people on 
the traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort 
William First Nation and acknowledge this people’s 
stewardship of this land through the ages. 
 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts; 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  

Colossians 3. 15, 16 
 

Hymn 129   No Crowded Eastern Street 
Hymn 130   Born in the Night 
 
The Penitential Rite 
 

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: a broken and 
contrite heart O God, you will not despise.  Psalm 51.18 



 

The Officiant:  
Dear friends in Christ, 
as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 
obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 
Silence is kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.      Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and keep us in eternal life;  through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.    Amen. 
 
HYMN 146    Twas in the Moon of Wintertime   
 
Morning Prayer – Page 47 BAS 
 
Lord, open our lips, 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 



 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever.   Amen.   
 
The Invitatory – Page 48 BAS #7 
 
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 
O come, let us worship. 
 
Jubilate – Page 49 BAS  Said   
       Psalm 100 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 
Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his name. 
For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
Hymn 128  The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy   
          v 1 and 2 
 
 
 



 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

The First Reading is from the Book of  
Isaiah 61: 10-62:3 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall 
exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For 
as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for 
Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication 
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning 
torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the 
kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown 
of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of your God. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 148  (Said) 

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in 
the heights. 
 
Praise him, all you angels of his; praise him, all his 



 

host. 
 
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you 
shining stars.  
 
Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters 
above the heavens. 
 
Let them praise the name of the Lord; for he 
commanded, and they were created. 
 
He made them stand fast for ever and ever; he 
gave them a law which shall not pass away.  
 
Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea-monsters 
and all deeps; 
 
Fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, 
doing his will; 
 
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
 
Wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and 
winged birds;  
 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all 
rulers of the world; 
 
Young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his 



 

name only is exalted, his splendour is over earth 
and heaven.  
 
He has raised up strength for his people and 
praise for all his loyal servants, the children of 
Israel, a people who are near him.  
 

Second Reading is from the Letter of Paul to the 
Galatians 4: 4-7 
 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

This is the Word of The Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 266   Lord, let your Servant 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
Luke 2:  22 – 40 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, Jesus' parents brought him up to Jerusalem 



 

to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to your people Israel." And the child's father and mother 
were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too." There was also a prophet, Anna 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshipped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of 



 

Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 

 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon:  Rev. Gail 
 
The Shema – Page 53 BAS 
 
Hear, O Israel 
 
Hear, O Israel,  
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart,  
with all your soul,  
with all your mind,  
and with all your strength  
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself.  
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
 
A Responsive Intercession – BAS Page 126A 



 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
 For our families, friends, and neighbours, and 
 for all those who are alone. 
 
For this community, our country, and the world; 
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and 
 peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
 oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
 For those who minister to the sick, the 
 friendless, and the needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
 For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who 
 seek the truth. 
 
For N our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
 For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For our own needs and those of others. 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
 For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 



 

We will exalt you, O God our king; 
 And praise your name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
and for those whose faith is known to you alone, 
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
 Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honour and glory of your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Gracious God, 
you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



 

Collect for the Day  

Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new 
light of your incarnate Word.  May this light, 
enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever     .Amen 

The Lord’s Prayer – Page 54 BAS 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Blessing  
 
Announcements 
 



 

Hymn 154   Joy to the World 
Dismissal 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 
Readings for The Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60: 1 - 6                             Psalm 72:  1 - 7 – 10 - 14 
Ephesians 3:  1 - 12                                        Matthew 2:  1 - 12 
 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer  
Please Pray for:  Christians in other denominations and 
the work of the ecumenical movement His Holiness Pope 
Francis, Bishop of Rome His All Holiness Archbishop 
Bartholomew of Constantinople, New Rome and 
Ecumenical Patriarch The General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches Bishop Ivan M Abrahams, General 
Secretary World Methodist Council The Reverend Chris 
Ferguson, General Secretary of the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches 
 
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer :  
Please Pray for:   
ACC  Director Joe Vecsi and the staff of     
  Communications and Information Resources;  
  Director Hannah Goschy and the staff of   
  Financial Management and Administration 
ELCIC  Rev. Lyle McKenzie, Assistant to the National  
  Bishop for Worship 
 



 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer :  Please Pray for:  We 
pray for the children and families of our diocese, that they 
may pattern their lives on the earthly home of Mary and 
Joseph in Nazareth. 

As the child Jesus grew in body and spirit, blessed by both 
God and people, so may our homes be places of peace and 
safety where we nurture each other to grow together in 
God’s love 

Parish Cycle of Prayer:  
Please pray for our own church members:   
Adrienne Morris, Tom and Dora Morris, Charles and 
Marion Morris, Rosalie Hardisty Morris, Mark Myers 
Dorothy Nesbitt, Len Norris, Garth and Brenda O'Neill, 
Cindy Papassay, Henry Parise, Marjorie (Midge) Peel, 
Richard Pepper, Sheila Pepper, Nancy and Bob Polhill, 
George and Nancy Porter, Dr. Michelle Proudfoot, Chris 
and Laura Pyhtila, David and Erminie Reid, Matthew and 
Desiree Reilly, Madison and Owen 
 
Please Pray For:  Our young people in Junior High 
School, High School, College and University who are 
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as 
with understanding their own identities. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com 
Happy Days After Christmas,  

Merry Rest of the Year, even when Christmas is over,  
The Light of the World is Still Here! 

        Matthew West 

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/


 

 
 

Prayer requests from Arch 
Bishop Anne: 

“Please join the bishops of our province 
in holding our province and our whole 

world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those 
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for 
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all 
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for 
those who have died and those who mourn.” 

“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected 
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who 
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from 
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new 
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been 
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved 
ones.” 

Gathering Table Prayer Chain 

During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is 
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you 
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain 
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like 
placed on the prayer chain please contact  Sheila Chisholm 
at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com 

or text /phone 306-240-0771. 

Reminder about Visitations:  

mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
mailto:chisholmsheilak@gmail.com


 

Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to 
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory 
if such a situation arises. 
 
Dear Parishioners: 

At this time as we move back into the closing of the 
building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday worship 
services … Here are some other things to take note of: 

• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely, 
though phone calls will be answered during office 
hours.  All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from 
worship services) must either be postponed or 
conducted by means of various internet tools.  

• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and 
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified 
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed 
during this time.   

• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In 
emergency situations please call the office or the 
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis 
and the cutting back on medical and social services, 
other things still go on – and some things get worse. 
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons, 
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and 
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help. 

• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those 
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’: 
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who 
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep 



 

vital services operating, and those mostly unseen 
people who enable these others to keep going.  

Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the 
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on 
the Gathering Table Facebook page.   The whole service 
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link  
http://gatheringtable.ca  Please Note You may be visible 
on the online stream 
 
Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would 
like to get one .  Calendars are $5.00 each if picked up, or 
$7.00 if you would like us to mail them to you. 
 

      CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

To the Glory of God and…. 

In thanksgiving for the lives lived and memories cherished 
of husband/father Leonard Hartley, son/brother Michael 
Hartley, son-in-law/husband Joel Mutungu-Ngugi.  

With love from Diane Hartley and Linda Hartley-Ngugi. 
 

In thanksgiving for all our many memories of 
Robert Johnson, Helen and John Wolfe 

 
Love always Carl and Roberta Wolfe and Families 

 

http://gatheringtable.ca/


 

 
 

 
Gathering Table 

228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4 
Email: office@gatheringtable.ca 
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca 

Office: 345-6898                                                Hall: 345-6088 
 
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil.    
Phone: 626-9650                                           Mobile: 355-5454 

Email: porter.george@gmail.com 
Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div. 

Phone: 768-9865      Email: gailx2@ shaw.ca 
 
Lay Readers:   Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim Bienvenue, 

Rose Jardine, Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton 
Rector’s Warden: Marg Boone 
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk 
People’s Warden: Jim Sutton 
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm 

Co-Music Directors  -  at Gathering Table 
Pianist  Donna Hamill   Organist (Vacant) 

 
 

     Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2020 
 

“In the same way, let your light so shine before others 
 that they may see your good works  

and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5.16) 
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