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Festival of Harvest Thanksgiving
&
4th Sunday in the Season of Creation
October 4, 2020
Presider & Preacher:
The Rev’d George Porter, D. Phil.
10:00 am
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For thousands of years, First Nations people have
walked on this land; relationship with the land is
at the centre of life and spirituality. We are
gathered as treaty people on the traditional
territory of the Anishnaabeg of the Fort William
First Nation and acknowledge this people’s
stewardship of this land through the ages.
I chose you and appointed you, says the Lord, that you
should go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. John 15.16
The Gathering of the Community
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Please stand, as you are able, for the Gathering of the
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Community
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
Let us continue in prayer together, saying:
Creator, we give you thanks for all you are and all
you bring to us for our time within your creation.
In Jesus, you place the Gospel in the centre of the
sacred circle through which all of creation is
related. You show us the way to live a generous
and compassionate life. Give us your strength to
live together with respect and commitment as we
grow in your Spirit, for you are God, now and
forever. Amen
Canticle # 2 Song of Peace
In the days to come *
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BAS pg 75-76]
Isaiah 2.2–5

the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall tower as the highest of mountains *
and be raised above the hills.
There shall all the nations flow; *
many peoples shall come and say,
“Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, *
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways *
that we may walk in his paths.”
For the law shall go out from Zion, *
from Jerusalem the word of the Lord.
He shall judge between the nations *
and decide for many peoples.
They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, *
their spears into pruning-knives;
nation shall not lift sword against nation; *
they shall never train for war again.
O people of Jacob, come, *
let us walk in the light of the Lord.
The Collect for the Season of Creation
Creator God, giver of every good gift, put into our
hearts the love of your name through all the earth,
so that by deepening our sense of reverence for
your work of creation, you may nurture through
us, that which you have made good, and, by your
watchful care, keep safe what you have nurtured.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
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lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Proclamation of the Word
Please be seated for the readings.
First Reading is from The Book of
Exodus 20: 1 – 4, 7 – 9, 12 - 20
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You
shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall
not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God,
for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you
shall labour and do all your work. Honour your father and
your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not
murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not
steal. You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour's house;
you shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to
neighbour. When all the people witnessed the thunder and
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a
distance, and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will
listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die."
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Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has
come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you
so that you do not sin."
This is the Word of The Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 19
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament
shows his handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts
knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language, and their voices
are not heard,
Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message
to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth
like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a
champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and
runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from
its burning heat.
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the
innocent.
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The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the
commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the
eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the
judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much
fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping
them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often he offends? cleanse me from my
secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let
them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and
sound, and innocent of a great offence.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my
redeemer.
Second Reading is from The Letter of Paul to the
Philippians 3: 4b - 14
If anyone has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have
more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to
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regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered
the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not
that I have already obtained this or have already reached
the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of The Lord
Thanks be to God
Please stand, as you are able, for the reading of the Gospel.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew 21: 33 - 46
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ
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This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
The Sermon: George
A Time of Silence
Confession and Absolution
Please stand as you are able for the Confession,
Absolution and the Peace
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite
in mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to God’s
table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s
forgiveness.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy upon us,
pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
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confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep us in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Peace
(During this time, please refrain from moving about and
observe physical distancing)
The Peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.
Please be seated through the Eucharistic Prayer and
distribution of Communion, and remain seated for the
duration of the service.
Prayer over the Gifts
Blessed are you Lord God of all creation, through
your goodness and mercy we have this bread and
wine to offer, fruit of the earth and work of human
hands; they will be for us the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The Holy Eucharist
Eucharistic Prayer 6
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right to glorify you, Father,
and to give you thanks;
for you alone are God, living and true,
dwelling in light inaccessible
from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness,
you made all things
and fill them with your blessing;
you created them to rejoice
in the splendour of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you
to serve you night and day,
and, beholding your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise.
Joining with them,
and giving voice to every creature under heaven,
we acclaim you, and glorify your name,
as we say,
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power;
your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love.
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You formed us in your own image,
giving the whole world into our care,
so that, in obedience to you, our creator,
we might rule and serve all your creatures.
When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death.
In your mercy you came to our help,
so that in seeking you we might find you.
Again and again
you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets
you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much
that in the fullness of time
you sent your only Son to be our Saviour.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
he lived as one of us, yet without sin.
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation;
to prisoners, freedom;
to the sorrowful, joy.
To fulfil your purpose
he gave himself up to death
and, rising from the grave, destroyed death
and made the whole creation new.
And that we might live no longer for ourselves,
but for him who died and rose for us,
he sent the Holy Spirit,
his own first gift for those who believe,
to complete his work in the world,
and to bring to fulfilment
the sanctification of all.
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When the hour had come for him to be glorified
by you, his heavenly Father,
having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end:
at supper with them he took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father,
we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ’s death
and descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you,
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,
we praise you and we bless you.
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Father,
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we pray that in your goodness and mercy
your Holy Spirit may descend upon us,
and upon these gifts,
sanctifying them and showing them
to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and this cup
may become one body and one spirit,
a living sacrifice in Christ
to the praise of your name.
Remember, Lord,
your one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
redeemed by the blood of your Christ.
Reveal its unity, guard its faith,
and preserve it in peace.
Remember Anne our Archbishop and all who minister
in your Church.
Remember all your people,
and those who seek your truth.
Remember those who have asked us to pray for them:
Survivours of Indian Residential Schools,_____.
Remember all who have died
in the peace of Christ,
and those whose faith is known to you alone;
bring them into the place
of eternal joy and light.
And grant that we may find our inheritance
with the blessed Virgin Mary, St Francis of Assisi,
with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs and other
saints who have found favour with you in ages past.
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We praise you in union with them
and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
all honour and glory are yours,
almighty God and Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
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And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold
to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction Sentence 3
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Creator of all,
you gave us golden fields of wheat,
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whose many grains we have gathered
and made into this one bread.
So may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom.
Receiving Holy Communion
This is the table of Christ made ready for those who love
him and for those who want to love him more. So come,
whether you have much faith or little, have tried to follow
or afraid you have failed. Come because it is Christ’s will
that those who want to meet him, might meet him here.
Our tradition says that to receive any part of the Eucharist
is to receive the full grace of the Sacrament.
During this time we ask that you remain seated or
standing where you are. The bread only will be
distributed to you by the Presider or by a designated
Eucharistic Assistant.
Agnus Dei
Lamb of God you take away
the sin of the world
have mercy on us
Lamb of God you take away
the sin of the world
have mercy on us
Lamb of God you take away
the sin of the world
grant - us peace
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These are the gifts of God for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God
The Prayer After Communion
All your works praise you, O Lord.
And your faithful servants bless you.
Gracious God we thank you for feeding us with the
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
May we, who share his body, live his risen life;
we, who drink his cup, ring life to others;
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so that we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Blessing:
Announcements
Please note that there is a 'treasure chest' at the back of the
church where offerings can be left when leaving the
church.
At the conclusion of the service, please remain seated until
an usher dismisses you. If you are helping with postservice cleaning or counting, please remain seated until
ushers indicate it is safe to move about.
Dismissal
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Go in peace to love and serve our risen Lord.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia
Readings for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:1 – 14
Psalm 106: 1 – 6, 19 - 23
Philippians 4:1 - 9
Matthew 22:1 - 14
Anglican Cycle of Prayer - please pray for:
Perth (Australia) The Most Revd Kay Goldsworthy
Chhattisgarh (North India) The Rt Revd Robert Ali
Chicago (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Jeffrey Lee
Anglican Lutheran Cycle of Prayer - please pray
for:
ACC
Bishop Logan McMenamie, the clergy and people
of the Diocese of British Columbia
ELCIC The dean, council, and congregations of the
Lower Mainland Region of the British Columbia
Synod
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: please pray for: St. Alban
the Martyr, Capreol
Please pray for the lay leadership at St. Alban the
Martyr as they provide crucial ministry and guidance in
their communities.
Parish Cycle of Prayer - please pray for our own
church members: David Marler Jean McAlpine-Marler,
Brock and Gail Marshall, Doris Marshall, Douglas and
Susan Mason and Dennis, Quinne and Grant, Ian and
Virginia McEwen, and Rory and Toby, Gloria McKay,
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Donald and Elaine McKinnon, Joanne McMahon, Geoff
and Katariina Medwid, Robert, Peter and Lillianna, Janis
Medwid, Arlene Meservier, Samuel Metteer, Carl and
Elizabeth Mickelson, Dawn Mills,
Please pray for: Our young people in Junior High
School, High School, College and University who are
struggling academically, social and mentally, as well as
with understanding their own identities.
A grace note from www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com
Lord, help us to be the people our dogs already think we are.
Prayer requests from Arch
Bishop Anne:
“Please join the bishops of our province
in holding our province and our whole
world in prayer during this time of crisis, especially those
who are afflicted with this coronavirus. Pray especially for
researchers, policymakers, frontline workers, and for all
those who are caring for those who are sick, as well as for
those who have died and those who mourn.”
“Continue to pray for those who are most deeply affected
by COVID-19 - frontline workers, hospital staff, those who
are stranded and unable to return to their homes from
abroad, those who are isolated further because of the new
restrictive measures in place, and those who have been
diagnosed with COVID -19 and their families and loved
ones.”
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Gathering Table Prayer Chain
During this time of social isolation and uncertainty, it is
more important than ever to pray for one another. If you
would like to be a part of the Gathering Table prayer chain
or you have any needs or concerns that you would like
placed on the prayer chain please contact
Sheila Chisholm at chisholmsheilak@gmail.com
or text /phone 306-240-0771.
Reminder about Visitations:
Pastoral care visits will be continue to be restricted to
emergency situations – please call the office or the Rectory
if such a situation arises.
Dear Parishioners:
At this time as we cautiously move to limited reopening of
the building and in-person re-gathering for Sunday
worship services … Here are some other things to take
note of:
• The building will remain essentially closed indefinitely,
though phone calls will be answered during office
hours. All gatherings, events or meetings (apart from
worship services) must either be postponed or
conducted by means of various internet tools.
• The Food Cupboard will operate every second and
fourth Sunday of the month in its present modified
format. No emergency food parcels will be distributed
during this time.
• Pastoral visitation is drastically restricted. In
emergency situations please call the office or the
Rectory. We realize that, despite the focus on this crisis
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and the cutting back on medical and social services,
other things still go on – and some things get worse.
Isolation is hard for many people for different reasons,
not only physically, but relationally, emotionally and
spiritually. We want to do what we can to help.
• Remember to pray especially for leaders and for those
who must engage in heroic forms of ‘risky behaviours’:
medical personnel, emergency responders, those who
deal with the dead and their families, those who keep
vital services operating, and those mostly unseen
people who enable these others to keep going.
Sunday Sermons: Sunday service can be viewed on the
Gathering Table website http://gatheringtable.ca and on
the Gathering Table Facebook page. The whole service
will be live streamed at 10 a.m. Sunday at the link
http://gatheringtable.ca
Booking Church for Meetings/Activities
All bookings remain cancelled until further notice.
Plastic Container Collection
We can no longer at this time accept Plastic Containers
because of Covid 19 restrictions. We will let you know
when Grace Place, and Dew Drop Inn request them again.
Thank You.
Church Calendars 2021 – Call the office if you would
like to get one or see Elizabeth Whalley
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Gathering Table
228 Pearl Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 1E4
Email: office@gatheringtable.ca
Web: http://gatheringtable.ca
Office: 345-6898
Hall: 345-6088
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10am – 2pm
Friday from 8am to noon
Pastor: The Rev. Canon George M. Porter, D.Phil.
Phone: 626-9650
Mobile: 355-5454
Email: porter.george@gmail.com
Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Gail M. Clifton, M.Div.
Phone: 768-9865
Lay Readers:

Frances Bennett-Sutton, Kim
Bienvenue, Rose Jardine,
Brenda O’Neill and Jim Sutton
Rector’s Warden:
Marg Boone
Deputy Rector’s Warden: Marjorie Tutkaluk
People’s Warden:
Jim Sutton
Deputy People’s Warden: Sheila Chisholm
Co-Music Directors Pianist Donna Hamill
Organist (Vacant)
Archbishop Anne's Motto for 2020
“In the same way, let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew
5.16)
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